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ybya saoctioas continue unchanged 

United NATIONS (R)— The Security CtmndJ, after a periodic 

* re«w, made no change Fnday in sanctions imposed on Libya for 
to surrender for tnaJ two suspects in the 1989 bombing of a 
pan Am Jetliner over Lockerbie, Scotland, winch killed 270 
people. •'The coondL... has reached the conclusion that there is 
ao justification for lifting sanctions, “British U.N. envoy David 
Hganay told reporters after dosed-door council consultations TTie 
ganctjons, vhk* went into effect in April 1992 and arc revived 
ertiy UO days, indnde an air travel embargo, a ban on the sale or 
transfer of arms to Libya and the downgrading of diplomatic Rniw 
with thar country. Additional sanctions entered into force in 
December 1993 because of Libyas continued failure to comply 
veiih council demands, which also include cooperating with a 
French magistrate investigating the mid-flight bombing of France's 
LTA flight 772 overNigpr in 198? in which 171 people died. These 
sanctions include a freeze ou some Libyan assets abroad and a ban 
on its import of certa in types of equipment used at oil transport 
terminals and in refmenes. They do not cover the export of Libyan 
oil or its purchase of ofl-driQwg equipment. 
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Abiola granted bail; family rejects it 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s main opposition leader M os hood 
Abiola. ou trial for treason, was granted bail on Friday, but his 
family rejected it and accused the military government of 
manipulating the court. Mr. Abiola himself was not present at the 
hearing in the capital Abuja by the federal high court, which 
ordered, among other conditions, that he should pledge not to 
address public meeting before the trial resumes on Aug. lb. "The 
bail is not acceptable to us," his senior wife Kudiruiu Abiola told 
AFP in Lagos. "The government is using the judiciary to suit them 
in whatever they are Thinking about," she said. She also denied 
reports (ram sources in the court that the woman who signed the 
affidavit for bail was Mr. Abiola's daughter Adcnikc. Mr. Abtola's 
wife said the bail conditions, which were also he should not involve 
himself in politics again or travel outside the country were known 
to the millionaire politician and were not acceptable. Top officials 
of the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC). which has been holding 
talks with the military junta to press for Mr. Abiola 1 * release, were 
present in court when the bail was granted (see page 51. 
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King, Rabin and Christopher 
to meet in Aqaba on Monday 

Crown Prince to open Aqaba-Eilat crossing; 
phone links also expected to go operational 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

ton yen . g - dis P atdies 

35? AMMAN — His Majesty 
■ s n S land Ring Hussein will hold talks 
i « iS ifiqir * w* Israeli Prime Minister 
tin n, ®°“ Yitzhak Babin at Aqaba on 
® J 7 0-nuBioB. Monday in a meeting 
attended by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
Information Minister Jawad 
A1 Anani annotmeed Friday. 

Inning the talks with Mr. 
Rabin, who will be accompa- 
nied by Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on bis first official 
visit to Jordan, will be His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan and Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
as well as senior officials. 

Dr. Anani said in com- 
ments carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
meeting would be followed 
by a joint press conference 
and a brief tour of the Gulf of 
Aqaba by the King, Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Christopher. 

Crown Prince Hassan will 
represent King Hussein at. a 
ceremony attended by Mr. 
Christopher and a delegation 
accompanying - the -secretary 
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of state, to mark the opening 
of a crossing between Aqaba 
and Israel's Eilat, the in- 
formation minister said. 

Prince Hassan, wbo will be 
leading a Jordanian delega- 
tion including several cabinet 
ministers and senior officials, 
and Mr. Christopher are ex- 
pected to make brief 
speeches on the occasion, he 
said. 

Reports from Israel said 
Mr. Peres would lead the 
Israeli delegation to the cere- 
mony. 

Following the ceremony, 
tire Israeli and American de- 
legations are scheduled to 
attend a lunch hosted by King 
Hussein, Dt. Anani said. 

Dr. Anani noted that the 
opening of' the crossing, 
which will be limited to thin! 
country nationals, is part of 
the measures that Jordan and 
Israel agreed to implement in 
die July 25 Washington Dec- 
laration signed by King Hus- 
sein and Mr. Rabin. 

Dr. Anani said the location 
of the crossing was selected 
after careful study and that it 
should not be considered as 
part of boundaries -between * 


Jordan and Israel since the 
issue of demarcating bound- 
aries is still under negotia- 
tions. 

No flags will be raised at 
the site and there will be no 
celebrations marking tbe 
occasion since “the rules of 
official protocol can only be 
applied between two coun- 
tries with friendly and normal 
relations." 

Jordan and Israel have not 
yet reached the point of sign- 
ing a peace treat/. Dr. Anani 
pointed out, adffing that the 
crossing was not part of an 

linking Aqaba wi^Eilat and 
Taba. The highway project is 
under discussion and is ex- 
pected to be implemented in 
1995, the minister said. 

Meanwhile, a report said 
King Hussein was considering 
paying a visit to Jerusalem. 

The Associated Press 
quoted unnamed Jordanian 
sources as saying that no date 
had been set for the visit, 
which will follow Monday's 
summit in Aqaba. 

One source quoted by the 
agency said the King would 
-visit -the JELock- 


and pray at the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem. 

“It’s going to be very soon, 
sooner than anybody ex- 
pects," the source was 
quoted as saying. No official 
confirmation of the report 
was immediately available. 

When he returned from a 
private visit to London on 
Wednesday, King Hussein 
flew his private jet over Israel 
and the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories, including Jerusalem. 

It was the first time a 
Jordanian civilian jetliner 
had flown in Israeli airspace 
for nearly five decades. 

After landing in Amman, 
King Hussein said he was 
“very, very moved and very, 
very touched” at flying over 
Jerusalem, and “it was a very 
emotional experience." 

Asked whether he would 
respond to repeated Israeli 
invitations to visit Jerusalem, 
be said: “When I decide to go 
' to Jerusalem, I'll do that as a 
Hashemite, a Muslim and a 
Jordanian and I*U not ask 
permission from anybody. 
This is my righL” 

In the July 25 declaration, 
Israel -recognised Jordan’s 


historic role in Islamic shrines 
in Jerusalem. 

Although King Hussein se- 
vered all legal and adminis- 
trative links to the West Bank 
in 1988, he retained his role 
as the guardian of Muslim 
shrines in Jerusalem. 

In addition to opening the 
crossing in the south, about 
3.5 kilometres north of 
Aqaba, Jordan and Israel 
have also agreed to open 
telephone lines between 
them, Jordanian and Israeli 
officials said. 

The launching of the phone 
lines could come with the first 
call being made by Mr. 
Christopher from Jordan, re- 
ports from Israel said. 

Israeli officials close to the 
negotiating teams said tbe 
hookup would be completed 
in time for the road-opening 
ceremony Monday. 

Direct linkage will allow 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza to contact friends 
and relatives in Jordan. They 
currently must resort to cost- 
ly private phone exchanges or 
conference calls via hired 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Work under way at foe Aqaba-EOat crossing, about 3.5 kilometres north of Aqaba (Photo by 
Yocseff A! ’Allan) 
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Jewish settler 
wounded in Gaza 

^AZA (AFP) — Palesti- 
nians shot and slightly 
wounded an Israeli settler 
near Netzarim in the Gaza 
Strip on Friday, residents 
from tbe settlement said. 
They lay in wait and opened 
Gre at a mini-bus on a road 
leading to the settlement. A 
bullet grazed the driver. An 
anonymous telephone caller 
said the attack was the work 
of die Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, a 
group which rejects the deal 
with Israel for Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

Jews oppose 
Islamic 
conference In 
London 

LONDON (AFP) — British 
Home Secretary Michael Ho- 
ward on Friday rejected de- 
mands from Jewish organisa- 
tions to ban an Islamic con- 
ference expected to draw as 
®any as 12,000 Muslims to 
London on Sunday. The 
Home Office said it did not 
•rave the authority to ban tbe 
conference being held at the 
Wembley sports arena by the 
group Hizb Al Tahrir be- 
tanse it was being held ou 
private property. The Union 
of Jewish Students (UJS) 
^god emned Mr. Howard’s re- 
Ppl to ban the conference. 
For over a year, Hizb A1 
Tahrir has created a climate 
of fear among a large section 
°f the student population," 
Mid UJS spokesman Paul 
j*rionian. “The government 
given assurances that it 
Scathe problem of Muslim 
' extremism seriously,*’ he 
Jad. “After this decision by 
®e Home Office to let the 
Con ference go ahead, 1 can 
wily wonder when these 
Assurances will be translated 
riito firm action." 

U.N. to withdraw 
Wards for Kurds 

GENEVA (AP) — The Un- 
tfed Nations plans to cut the 
Sfnnber of guards protecting 
*®ds in northern Iraq this 
Jrioath because it lacks fund- 
58 from member countries, 
tile U.N.'s Department of 
• Humanitarian Affairs Friday 
j said donor nations had pro- 
; ^ded only 20 per cent of the 
V®»ds needed for the $288 
s®jjljron relief programme. In 
1 addition to security person- 
the programme provides 
water, . sanitation and 
feafth services to rise Kurds. 

1993, about 100 guards 
JJ-re recalled because of 
.miKfinjr. shortfalls. 


Hariri calls Israeli raid 
'intentional terrorism’ 

6 of 1 0 victims buried in Deir Al Zahrani 


DEIR AL ZAHRANI, 
Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Lebanon said on Friday an 
Israeli air raid which killed 10 
civilians was an intentional 
terrorist attack against the 
villagers of South Lebanon. 

Israel apologised for the 
killings but later said civilian 
casualties were unavoidable 
in its operations there. 

Beirut dismissed the apolo- 
gy. It said it would file a 
complaint against Israel to 
the United Nations Security 
Council and ask it to de- 
nounce tbe Jewish state. 

Thousands of grief-stricken 
people flocked to Deir Al 
Zahrani village for the funer- 
al of six people, including two 
children and two women, 
who were killed when an 
Israeli warplane fixed a rock- 
et at a house on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri led the emotional pro- 
cession amid chants of “ Alla- 
hu Akbar" and tbe screams 
of wailing women. 

There was no immediate 
explanation on why only six 
people were buried in Deir 
Al Zahrani. Security sources 
had reported 10 people- were 


killed in the raid. 

A grim-faced Hariri told 
reporters the raid was an 
“ugly crime” and said an 
Israeli claim that the attack 
was a mistake was not true. 

“There are no gunmen 
here and no armed posi- 
tions,” be said. 'It is dear that it 
is a terrorist act launched 
.to terrorise civilians. It is a 
strike studied by the Israeli 
leadership ... that does not 
serve peace or what is going 
on in the region.” 

“Tbe Israeh' apology is no- 
thing by empty words," Mr. 
Hariri added. 

Before the funeral, secur- 
ity sources said Israeli and 
allied forces exchanged fire 
with Hizbollah guerrillas in 
the south. 

There were no casualties 
when the guerrillas fired 
rockets at an Israeli-backed 
militia position and a nearby 
Israeli army post on Radar 
Hill. Israeli and militia gun- 
ners responded by firing 
dozens of shells into a ridge. 

The latest incidents occur- 
red on the eve of a tour of the 
region by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher in 


his quest to bridge tbe gap 
between Israel and Syria in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess begun almost three years 
ago. 

Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Bern rejected the Israeli 
apology over the civilian 
casualties and said the strike 
was aimed at driving villagers 
away from South Lebanon. 

“What happened... is part 
of a continuing series of 
Israeli attacks,” he said. “It is 
an intentional act aimed at 
displacing southerners from 
their homes." 

A week-long Israeli blitz of 
South Lebanon in July last 
year killed at least 150 people 
and forced 300,000 to flee 
their homes. 

As the coffins were buried, 
Nabfl Qawook, spokesman 
for the Shiite fundamentalist 
Hizbollah in South Lebanon, 
declared: “This massacre tes- 
tifies to the dimension of 
Israeli terrorism which kills 
international laws and ethics 
as well as children." 

The Deir Ai Zahrani raid 
was one of three strikes by 

(Continued on page 7) 


NATO jets strike at Serbs 


SARAJEVO (AP) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) warplanes struck 
near Sarajevo on Friday after 
Bosnian Serbs seized a tank 
and other heavy weapons 
from a U.N. depot and shot 
at a U.N. helicopter. 

Two U.S. and two French 
planes took part in the 
attack, which was ordered by 
the United Nations to en- 
force a NATO order banning 
heavy weapons from around 
Sarajevo. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ber- 
trand Labarsourqne of the 
U.N. force in Sarajevo said 
he knew of one strike for 
sure. He said be believed a 
Serb tank was hit about 10 
kilometres from Sarajevo. 

Until now, NATO had 
been reluctant to use air 
strikes around Sarajevo with- 
out an immediate threat to 
the capital city. But it laun- 
ched three strikes in April on 
Serb targets around tbe east- 
ern Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde, where a similar ex- 
clusion zone was later im- 
posed. 

Bosnian Serbs seized a T- 
55 tank, two armoured per- 


sonnel carriers and an anti- 
aircraft gun from a U.N.- 
guarded site near Sarajevo on 
Friday and shot a U.N. heli- 
copter sent to track the tank 

(see page 5). 

Tbe Serb theft of weapons 
indicated increasing despera- 
tion a day after Yugoslavia 
art off crucial support to Bos- 
nian Serbs for rejecting tbe 
latest international peace 
plan. Tbe theft also 
threatened an increasingly 
shaky truce that has spared 
Sarajevo heavy bombard- 
ment since February. 

Major Dacre Holloway, a 
UJ4. spokesman, said the 
Serbs tod parked a stolen 
tank and armoured personnel 
carrier near a hospital and a 
school. That would make it 
nearly impossible for NATO 
planes to try to hit the. 
weapons because of the dan- 
ger of hitting civilians.' 

It was not immediately 
known whether the tank 
targeted was the one Maj. 
Holloway referred to. 

Later, Serbs pledged to 
give hack the weapons they 
seized earlier in the day, said 
a U.N. peacekeeper in 


Sarajevo. 

A State Department offi- 
cial m Washington said the 
raid was carried out by two 
U.S. A-lOs and two French 


U.N. officers had earlier 
demanded that Bosnian Serb 
military immediately return 
the seized weapons, but 
negotiations dragged on, 
apparently without result- 
Maj. Rob Annink of the 
U.N. peacekeepers also re- 
ported that Serbs fired two 
rounds of mortar fire into a 
Sarajevo neighbourhood on 
Wednesday in dear violation 
of the 20-kflometre weapons 
exclusion zone. 

It was the first time the 
United Nations had con- 
firmed heavy weapons were 
fired on central Sarajevo 
since NATO ordered tbe 
Serbs m February to remove 
heavy weapons out of the 
exclusion zone or turn them 
over to U.N. controL 
Any violation of the exclu- 
sion zone would be grounds 
for U.N. commanders to call 
NATO air strikes. Firing on 
the U-N. helicopter is also 
grounds for an air strike. 


Mines 

threaten 

Yemenis 

SANAA (Agencies) — The 
United Nations said on Fri- 
day 110,000 Yemenis were 
unable to retimi to their 
homes or go to work because 
of land mines planted during 
a two-month civil war which 
ended four weeks ago. 

“Land mines are threaten- 
ing the lives and livelihood of 
civilians and environment in 
the south," the U.N. spokes- 
man in Sanaa, Nejib Friji, 
told Reutera. 

The United Nations mil 
issue an international appeal 
next week for $23 million in 
emergency aid for post-war 
reconstruction, including 
mine clearing in Yemen, Mr. 
Friji said, quoting the find- 
ings of a U.N. mission. 

“The mission has received 
consistent reports that the 
military laid land mines 
around strategic sites, along 
electricity lines, water pipes 
and in some civilian areas," 
Mr. Friji said. 

The U.N. mission, which 
left Yemen on July 30 after 
touring southern provinces, 
quoted the governor of Shab- 
wa as saying 23,000 mines 
were laid in areas considered 
vital by the military as well as 
in residential districts. 

As a result, 50,000 people 
were unable to return to their 
homes. 

It is believed that land 
mines were laid in an area 
extending from Little Aden to 
Jaar in the southern Abyur 
province where “major water 
sources, water distribution 
networks, and electricity 
lines are located,” Mr. Friji 
added. 

He said this was preventing 
efforts to restore water and 
electricity to Aden and 
Abyan in the south, where 
the final battles of the war, 
which ended with the defeat 
of southern secessionists, 
were fought. 

The governor of Hadra- 
mawt told the mission 60,000 
fishermen, nomadic herders 
and farmers could not work 
because of mines. 

Mr. Friji said that in Lahj. 
“the mission observed unex- 
ploded artillery shells and in- 
habitants of the surrounding 
houses reported that mines 
had also been scattered 
around the area." 

It said 375,000 people, 
150,000 of them in Aden, 
were in need of food assist- 
ance. 


Christopher sees 
Damascus wants 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, scheduled to re- 
new his Mideast peace shuttle 
on Friday, says he sees new 
signs that Syria is serious 
about peace with Israel. 

Mr. Christopher, in an in- 
terview with radio reporters 
Thursday, also said he would 
ask President Hafez Al Assad 
again to try to curb the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah group but 
does not believe Syria was 
directly connected to recent 
bombings against Jewish 
targets. 

Mr. Christopher was to 
leave Washington mid- 
afternoon Friday. He is due 
to meet Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo on- 
Saturday, then visit Israel, 
Syria and Jordan before re- 
turning home next Wednes- 
day. 

He is seeking to draw Syria 
further into the momentum 
for overall peace and cement 
progress already made be- 
tween Israel and Jordan and 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

Mr. Christopher repeated 
his spokesman's prediction 
that the trip would produce 
no breakthroughs — at least 
none that would be disclosed 


publicly — between Israel 
and Syria. 

Still, he said: “My own 
impression is that there is 
progress to be made. ! 
wouldn’t be going out there 
unless I thought that i: was 
worth the trip. It is a very 
significant time on the Syrian 
track." 

Mr. Christopher put detail 
around U.S. claims that Syria 
was showing serious interest 
in peace with the Jewish 
state. 

Saying “the public di- 
plomacy aspects of this have 
been significant in recent 
days," he cited three de- 
velopments. 

First, Syrian television 
broadcast in Syria the July 25 
Washington summit during 
which King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin signed a declara- 
tion ending more than 40 
years of belligerency. 

“That was quite an unusual 
event so the Syrian public 
and other countries in the 
region would recognise that 
Syria was not opposed to the 
Washington Declaration and 
was certainly not trying in 
any way to impede it."~Mr. 
Christopher said. 


peace 

Secondly. Syrian newspap- 
ers have been running front 
page pictures of the King and 
Mr. Rabin standing and 
working together. 

Thirdly. Mr. Assad made a 
speech in which he talked 
about peace with dignity and 
was upbeat about the pros- 
pect for negotiations in the 
Middle East. 

". . . Those things would not 
have happened in Syria at an 
earlier time and it’s an indic- 
tion to me from Mr. Assad 
that he is seriously pursuing 
the prospects for peace," Mr. 
Christopher said. 

A senior Israeli official said 
that on his last trip to the 
region in mid-July Mr. 
Christopher won an assur- 
ance that Syria accepted “in 
principle" a new method of 
negotiations. 

The method known by the 
United States as "inxerph- 
ase” is based on the idea of 
reciprocity, allowing a gra- 
dual progression towards a 
complete normalisation of re- 
lations. 

Mr. Christopher will ex- 
amine the proposals with Mr. 
.Rabin in a bid to break the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat acccuses Rabin of violating 
self-rule deal, warns of ‘explosion’ 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat complained Friday 
that Israel was blocking im- 
plementation of key aspects 
of the autonomy accord. 

In a meeting with a delega- 
tion of Israeli Arab members 
of the Ruling Labour Party, 
Mr. Arafat noted that it was 
impossible to move between 
the self-rule areas of Gaza 
and the West Bank of 
Jericho, that planes between 
the two areas were also ban- 
ned and that Palestinian pro- 
ducts were still being blocked 
by Israel. 

“I ask you to carry this 
message to the Labour Party 
and the Israeli leadership: 
Such a peace can only lead to 
an explosion Mr. Arafat 
told the delegation. 

Mr. Arafat said he be- 
lieved that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
responsible for the problem. 
Mr. Arafat said only the 
Palestinian side had shown a 
commitment to the peace 
process since a detailed self- 
rule accord was signed in 


May. 

“I hold Rabin responsible 
for the delays and obstacles 
in implementing the agree- 
ment,” Mr. Arafat said dur- 
ing the meeting at his Gaza 
City headquarters. 

Israeli officials have said 
they are still working on 
security arrangements of 
Palestinians to pass from 
Gaza to Jericho and the first 
significant shipment of pro- 
duce from Gaza is supposed 
to move next week. 

Since taking up permanent 
residence in Gaza July 12, 
Mr. Arafat has spent most of 
his days meeting delegations 
from around the occupied 
territories and Israel. Mr. 
Arafat turned 65 Thursday, 
but the occasion passed with- 
out any public comment or 
celebration. 

Mr. Arafat also com- 
plained to the group Friday, 
most of whom live in the 
Galilee region, that Palesti- 
nians entering Gaza from 
Egypt were still being sub- 
jected to humiliating body 
searches. 


Mr. Arafat said he would 
discuss the issues with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher when he visits 
the Middle East next week. 

"I hold the U.S.. as co- 
sponsor, responsible for the 
violations of the agreement 
which was signed in Washing- 
ton in September." Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

"I am warning that if the 
situation does not change, 
and if the peace of the brave 
continues to be implemented 
only from one side, this 
would lead to explosion,” he 
said. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Israel. 

It was Arafat's first public 
statement directly accusing 
Mr. Rabin of trying to ob- 
struct the deal by which Israel 
handed over most of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho to 
Palestinians in May. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel was 
deliberately delaying arrival 
of his two helicopters from 
the Egyptian town of AJ Ar- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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‘Difficult issues’ still divide 
Israel and Syria, Clinton says 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
“There are difficult issues 
still between Israel and Syria, 
but I believe both leaders 
(Israel's Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Syria's Presi- 
* dent Hafiz Ai Assad) do want 
to make peace." President 
Ginton said Wednesday. 

Holding a news conference 
during prune time television 
hours for the third time in bis 
presidency, Mr. Clinton re- 
called two telephone con- 
versations with Mr. Assad 
last month and said he was 
convinced that the Syrian 
president “is still very much 
interested in a comprehen- 
sive peace." 

Mr. Clinton also pointed 
out that the White House 
ceremony marking the end of 
the state of war between 
Israel and Jordan was shown 
on Syrian state-controlled 
television without comment. 

He said there are “other 
indications" as well, but he 
declined to specify them on 
the grounds that progress has 
come “by letting the parties 
make their own decisions and 
letting them percolate" to 
public view. 

On Wednesday, State De- 
partment spokesman Michael 
McCurry said no dramatic 
breakthroughs were expected 
from this week’s Mideast trip 
of Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Mr. Christopher, who was 
to leave Washington Friday, 
wants “to touch base with the 
parties following some of the 
recent events in the region, to 
assess where things are, to 
see if there is anything we can 
do in our role as an in- 
termediary to move the pro- 
cess forward,” Mr. McCurry 
said. 

Asked if the United States 
favours early negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on the status of Jeru- 
salem as PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat has suggested, the 
spokesman replied: “We 
favour the dialogue that is 
recommended between the 
parties within the declaration 


of principles. That is an issue 
that the parties themselves 
have identified for discussion 
within the declaration and we 
think the declaration remains 
a very valid framework for 
their future deliberations." 


Funds for PLO 


Mr. Arafat has complained 
recently about the lack of 
funds flowing to Palestinians 
in Gaza and Jericho from the 
international community. 

“We understand his frus- 
trations and we hope, as a 
result of the secretary's re- 
cent trip to Gaza, that the 
PLO understands some of 
our frustrations," Mr. 
McCurry said. 

“There is money available, 
pledged right here in this ' 
building by the international 
donor community that is 
available to the PLO... as 
they begin to move to their 
own self-governing responsi- 
bilities," he said. “But they 
also take on the responsibili- 
ties to do that job effectively 
and to meet certain stipula- 
tions of the world community 
as the donor aid is provided." 

He cited “accounting and 
keeping receipts and keeping 
payroll records" among ‘the 
simple things" that would 
give the international com- 
munity confidence that 
money will be well spent. 

“The secretary made it 
very dear... that the United 
States expects these types of 
standards to be met,” Mr. 
McCurry said. “It's very im- 
portant that we have the 
types of safeguards that will 
assure the donor community,' 
not to mention the U.S. tax- 
payer, that this money is 
going to be well spent for 
projects that will transform 
the life of the Palestinian 


he added, “that we're not 
dealing with a government 
here. We're dealing with an 
entity that’s been established 
as a result of an agreement 
between the PLO and 
Israel." 

That has been taken into 
account and the PLO is not 
being required to provide 100 
per cent of the accounting 
normally asked for, but only 
about 20 per cent to begin 
with, he said. “They've taken 
that into account and yet 
there still seems to be a prob- 
lem in getting the structures 
together and getting them up 
and running," Mr. McCurry 
said. 


the level of attention that die 
problem is receiving.” 


Berlin blast suspect 


Extremist threat 


people in Gaza and in 
Jericho. 


Mr. McCurry said the safe- 
guards being sought are no 
different than those the 
Woifd Bank and other inter- 
national financial institutions 
expect of any grant recipient. 

“They even understand," 


The spokesman said the 
United States “will continue 
to press our concerns about 
terrorism and the recent ter- 
rorist activity that we have 
seen, which seeks to under- 
mine the peace process." 

While terrorism is “a sub- 
ject of global concern,” the 
United States raises it with 
Syria in bilateral discussions 
in order ‘to separate it from 
the multilateral nature of the 
peace process," McCurry 
said, adding that “by no 
means does that change the 
significance or the import- 
ance that we attach to the 
world community's interest in 
the problem of terrorism." 

The United States has “de- 
livered very serious messages 
to the government of Syria” 
on matters related to the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
group which is based in Leba- 
non, the spokesman said, but 
be declined to be specific. “It 
is a subject of great concern 
to us. It is something that the 
secretary has had dialogue 
with the government of Syria 
about and we Drill continue to 
do so," he said. 

Mr. McCurry noted that 
when Secretary Christopher 
testified before Congress last 
week be termed combating 
Hizbollah “a subject that 
compels urgent attention by 
the United States and that is 


freeing of the suspect, Yasser 
Chraiai, by Lebanese author- 


ities as “both inexplicable 
and inexcusable." 

He said the information 
exchanges with Germany 
were designed “to ensure the 
successful prosecution of Mr. 
Chraidi,” rather than bring 
about his extradition. There 
is no extradition treaty be- 
tween Lebanon and Ger- 
many. 

Because the information 
involved was “sensitive” and 
it had to move from one 
government and another, 
“that becomes a delicate and 
somewhat complicated trans- 
fer of information," Mr. 
McCurry said. 

“The notion that this mate- 
rial delayed somehow or 
other the departure of the 
suspect from Lebanon to 
Germany is inaccurate," the 
spokesman said. McCurry 
said that through “a variety 
of ways," the United States 
has suggested to the govern- 
ment of Lebanon “that it 
would be well within their 
interest to make sure that 
they know something about 
the whereabouts of the sus- 
pect." 


MPs launch political 
defence in Turkish court 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish 
members of parliament 
(MPs), ' fating treason 
charges, told * ? Turkish court 
*on Friday the case was poli- 
tically motivated and brought 
to cover up the failure of the 
government’s own Kurdish 
policy. 

In the first response to the 
prosecution’s allegations 
tying six MPs to a Kurdish 
guerrilla movement, Ahmet 
Turk said the charges were 
motivated by opposition to a 
peaceful solution. 

He denied any links be- 
tween the lawmakers and 
Kurdish separatist guerrillas. 

“Our minds and our hands 
have been shackled... be- 
cause we have opposed press- 
ures on the Kurdish people, 
language and culture," Mr. 
Turk, former chairman of the 
now-banned Kurdish-based 
Democracy Party (DEP)7 
told the State Security Court. 

Leyia Zana. the only 
woman among the six MPs on 
trial, said: “This case is not 


government's failures. Prime 
Minister Tansu Oiler in pub- 
lic statements sentenced us 
without a trial for the sake of 
catching more votes in local 
elections (in March)." 

Mr. Turk, four other DEP 
deputies and an independent 
Kurdish MP were arrested 
after parliament lifted their 
immunities in March at the 
request of the security court. 
The Kurdish-based DEP was 
banned in JuntsC' 

If convicted the MPs could 
face the death penalty. 

Prosecutors spent the fijsti' 
two days of the trial, Mtufr is 
expected to last fix' months, 
by reading the. 452-page in- 
dictment which alleges links 
between the r' legislators and 
the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PICK). 

More than 12,500 people 
have died in Turkey since 
■ 1984 when the outlawed PKK 


Hundreds held after 
riots in Iranian city 


launched a fight for a sepa- 
rate state in southeast Tur- 
key. The government ruled 
out a political solution and 
has vowed to defeat the PKK 
on the battlefield. 

Mr. Turk denied the pro- 
secution's contention that 
DEP and its predecessor 
HEP were linked to the 
PKK. 

“These were legally- 
formed parties which have 
received government subsidy 
under laws," he said. 


legal but political and its out- 
■ come will be determined by 


political developments rather 
than legal ones." 

“We are accused because 
we wanted a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Kurdish issue, a 
solution with love and toler- 
ance." Mr. Turk said. 

“The indictment against us 
was prepared so someone 
would pay the bill for the 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police 
rounded up hundreds of de- 
monstrators in the industrial 
city of Ghazvin to end rioting 
which left four dead, dozens 
injured and caused wide- 
spread damage, informed 
sources said Friday. 

According to witnesses 
contacted by telephone, the 
city was “relatively calm" 
and traffic had returned to 
normal. 

A police official said that 
roads to and from Ghazvin 
had been reopened after the 
authorities sealed off the city 
and its million inhabitants on 
Thursday. 

The Iranian media pro- 
vided no figures on the num- 
ber of arrests or the casualties 
from the riots, but witnesses 
said that at least four people . 
were killed and hundreds of 
others wounded during 
dashes between the demon- 
strators and security forces. 

Informed sources said 
police had arrested hundreds 
of people to stop the riots 
which also caused extensive 
damage to public buildings. 

The city was calm on Fri- 
day. Witnesses said police 
prevented people from hold- 
ing gatherings throughout the 
city and “a kind of curfew” ■ 
has been imposed. 

Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who led the Friday prayers in 


On another issue, the 
spokesman denied a report 
that a U.S. delay in providing 
information to the German 
government led to the release 
by Lebanese authorities of 
the prime suspect in the 1986 
bombing of the La Belle dfc- 
co nightdub in Berlin. Two 
American soldiers and a Tur- 
kish woman were killed in the 
bombing and more than 200 
others were injured. 

“We’ve been working with 
the German government for 
some time, exchanging a lot 
of information with them ab- 
out the La Belle bombing 
case," McCurry said, adding 
the information was transmit- 
ted to German authorities in 
June. 

The spokesman termed the 








ISRA ELI RAID: A Lebanese soldier views local residents 
through the debris of a destroyed two-storey bouse hi 
Deir Zahrani, 70 kilometres south of Beirut late Thursday 


after it was hit by Israeli airplanes kflUng eight people and 
wounding at least IS others (see page one) (AFP phots) 


Iranian 
Kurd chief 
killed 

in Baghdad 


By a Jordan Times Staff 

Reporter 


Tehran, made no mention of 
the events in Ghazvin. 

Without giving any figures. 
Interior Ministry official 
Gholam-Hussein Bolandian 
said a number of those 
arrested had come from out- 
side Ghazvin and that the 
authorities were investigating 
their presence In the city. 

He warned that the author- 
ities “distinguished between 
the revolutionary people of 
Ghazvin and elements who 
tried to disrupt peace and 
stability." 

Violence broke out after a 
government proposal to ere-' 
ate a new province with 
Ghazvin as the capital was 
narrowly defeated in the Ira- 
nian parliament. 

It was rejected under 
pressure from conservatives 
who said it was not in the 
country's interests. 

Ghazvin, which was the 
country’s capital in the 1920s 
and is now among the most 
industrialised cities in Iran, 
has been a part of Zanjan 
province. 

The city, 140 kilometres 
west of Tehran, has been 
pushing to become a province. 

Interior Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharati 
travelled to the city to try to 
defuse the situation and 
announced that Ghazvin 
would in future be adminis- 
tered under Tehran province. 


NICOSIA (AP) — An exiled 
Iranian Kurdish group ac- 
cused the Iranian govern- 
ment Friday of being ' re- 
sponsible for the assassina- 
tion of a member of its cen- 
tral committee in. Baghdad, 
Iraq, the previous day. 

A statement by die Paris - 
office of the Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party , of Iran said that 
Rafouf Hamzai, who is also 
its representative in Bagh- 
dad, was shot dead outside 
his borne there “by terrorists 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.” 

Hamzai became the third 
leading Iranian Kurd to be 
assassinated in recent years. 

The leaders of the party, 
Abdul Rahman Qassemlou, 
was assassinated at his home 
in Vienna in 1989 and bis 
successor Sadiq Sbarafltindi 
was shot dead with three 
other Iranian Kurds in a Ber- 
lin restaurant in September 
1992. 

An Iranian intelligence 
agent and three Shiite Mus- 
lim members of the Lebanese 
Hizbollah, Or Party of God, 
were charged with the Berlin 
has - denial involvement in 
the killings, claiming the 
murders were the result of 
inter-Kurdish differences. 

Iran's official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency, which 
reported Hamzai’s murder 
Thursday, implied be was kil- 
led by the exiled Iranian 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq group, 
which is also, based in Iraq,- 
because of disagreements be- 
tween them. 

But Mujahedeen leader 
Masoud Rajavi issued a state: 
ment accusing Iran of car- 
rying out the murder. He said 
this was “another despicable 
crime planned and carried 
out by the mullahs’ regime 
and their diplomat terror- 
ists.” 

The 6.5 million Kurds m 
Iran, like the the' estimated 
12 million in Turkey nand 3.5 “ 
million in Iraq, have ali been 
involved in a protracted re- 
bellions against their .central 
governments demanding a 
measure of autonomy or in- ' 
dependence. 


AMMAN — Israeli viola- 
tions of the human rights of 
the Palestinian people in the 
context of a global charter for 
tiie protection of indigenous 
people under occupation and 
against disc riminat ion are 
being studied by a specialised. 
U.N. agency meeting in 
Geneva. 

Also expected to be re- 
viewed, fay the Subcommis- 
sion on Prevention of Discri- 
mination and Protection of 
Minorities are reports on the 
several other Middle Eastern 
countries and scrutiny of 
texts it adopted during its last 
session* 

The human rights situation 
in Iran and East Timor will 
also be reviewed at the Aug. 
1-Aug. 26 meeting along with 
the status of the Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupa- 
tion, a statement from the 
U.N. Information Service 
said. 

The commission’s meeting 
comes as part of preparations 
for observing the “Interna- 
tional Decade of the World’s 
Indigenous People” begin- 
ning in December. The 
Geneva meeting will study a - 
draft declaration on the 
event. A working group met 
in July to work on estab- 
lishing a permanent -forum 
for tiie indigenous people at 
the United Nations. 

“The role of the subcom- 


progress in the implementa- 
tion of the ProgiWme of 
Action for the prevention of 
tiie sale of children, child 
prostitution and child por- 
nography; tiie exploitation of 
chfld labour and debt bon- 
dage; slavery and slave-like 
practices during wartime; the 
prevention of traffic in per- 
sons and exploitation of the 
pro s t itu t i on of others; and 
the work of the United Na- 
tions Voluntary Trust Fund 
on- Contemporary Forms of 
Slavery. . 

— Freedom of movement. 
In studying tins question, the 
subcommission will refer to a 
revised version of a draft 
declaration on the right of 
everyone to leave any- coun- 
try, including his own, and to 
return to ms. country. The 
situation of migrant workers 
and members of their fami- 
lies, appearing for the first 
time on the subcommission's 
-agenda, will also be studied. 

— Review of develop- 
ments in fields of concern to 
subcommission. Under this 
item, the subcommission 
deals with recent develop- 
ments in the field of human 
rights. This year, it will con- 
sider the traditional practices 
affecting the health of women 
and children. 


mission in changing world, as 
well as that of the United 


well as that of the United 
Natio ns in general, is ex- 
amined in a number of stu- 
dies and reports," the U.N. 
statement said. These focus 
on issues such as “the expan- 
sion of classical peacekeeping 
and the massive ‘ethnic 
cleansing* and massacres, ex- 
tensive population transfers 
and humanitarian disasters 
witnessed recently," It said. 

The main agenda for the 
subcommission includes: 

— Contemporary forms of 
slavery. The subcommission 
will, consider a report of a 
working group to review de- 
velopments in the field of 
slavery and the slave trade in 
all its manifestations. 

Also to be examined is 


' It will also discuss the ques- 
tion of. the impunity of per- 
petrators of human rights 
violations, with the aid of a 
preliminary report prepared 
by two spoaal rapporteurs. 

On human rights and the 
environment, the subcom- 
mission win have before it the 

second progress report of its 
special rapporteur. 

• It will also consder com- 
pensation for victims of gross 
human rights violations; dis- 
crimination against HIV — 
or AIDS-infected people; the 
definition of-gross and large- 
scale violations of human 
rights as an international 
crime; and the declaration of 
nuxtunum humanitarian stan- 
dards. 


human rights in the adminis- 
tration of justice. 


— Elimination of racial 
discrimination. 

The subcommission will 
continue to examine the tran- 
sition to democracy in South 
Africa. 

— Violation ef human 
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Israeli violations of Palestinian 
human rights under U.N. review 


rights, particularly in colonial 
and other dependent coun- 
tries. The subcommission wiH 
study the human rights situa- 
tion in East Timor. It win 
also take up human rights in 
Iran, including the situation 
of minority groups such as 
' the Baha'i and the situation 
of the Palestinian and other 
Arab territories oc&ipied b; 
Israel. 

— New international eco- 
nomic order. The subcom- 
mission mil discuss tiie rde 
and equal participation of 
women in development, fak- 
ing into account the nlost 
recent reports of the Com- 
mittee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against 
Women and of the Commis- 
sion on the Status of Women. 

— Realisation of econo- 
mic, social, cultural rigjfb. 
Hie subcommission will have 
before it a preparatory docu- 


ment on the relationship be- 
tween the enjoyment or eco- 




nomic, social and cultural 
rights and income distribu- 
tion, at both national and 
international levels. 

— Administration of jus- 
tice and human rights of de- 
tainees. The subcommission 
will consider the report of its 
working group on detention, 
which meets annually before 
the main session to formulate 
specific proposals regarding 


tration of justice. 

Another issue dealt with 
under this item is the ques- 
tion of human rights under 
states of emergency. 

— - Independence and im- 
partiality of judiciary. 

— Discrimination against 
indigenous peoples. The 
draft universal declaration on 
indigenous rights formulated 
by the working group on the 
subject will be taken up by 
the subcommission at tins 
session. There will also, be 
before the subcommission a 
technical review of the text 
conducted by the Centre, for 
Human Rights. 

In addition, the subcom* 
mission will consider own- 
ership and control of .tie 
cultural property of indig5- 
nous peoples; the significaim: 
of treaties concluded ; be- 
tween indigenous peoples 
and states. 
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U.S. debt relief to yield net impact 
of $755m on foreign debts — Anani 


■8* 


■JWi 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — American debt 
relief to Jordan would have a 
net impact of S755 million on 
the Kingdom's foreign debts, 
starting with a write-off of 
$220 million before the end 
of September, Information 
Minister Jawad AJ Anani said 
Friday. 

Speaking one day after the 

V-S- House of Representa- 
tives endorsed a compromise 
foreign aid bill that includes a 
provision for debt relief for 
Jordan, Dr. Anani said Jor- 
dan expected the rest of the- 
Kingdom's public debts to 
the U.S. to Ins deleted in 1995 
and 1996. American fiscal 
years run from October to 
September. 

‘The net impact of Amer- 
ican debt relief to Jordan will 
be $755 million in the next 
three U.S. fiscal years,” Dr. 
Anani told the Jordan Times. 
“This amount represents the 
public debts of Jordan to the 
government of the United 


States.” 

That was an updated fis 
from earlier reports that Jor- 
dan was getting S696 million 
in debt write-off from 
Washington. Dr. Anani ex- 
plained char under a move 
called “crossing,” the actual 
amount of write-off would be 
$755 million while the refer- 
ence figure for congressional 
procedures would be $696 
million. 

Total Jordanian debts to 
the U.S. stand at around $950 
million, but the amount that 
could be considered, under 
American parameters, is 
$755 million. Dr. Anani said. 

“The rest of the amount 
represents loans guaranteed 
by the government of Jordan 
to American suppliers” of 
goods and services, Finance 
Minister Sami Gammob has 
said, adding that Jordan's de- 
finition of government debts 
differed from Washington's. 

The bill, endorsed by a 
341-85 vote as supplemental 
appropriations for fiscal 1994 
by the U.S. House of Repre- 


sentatives on Thursday, now 
goes before the Senate, 
which is also expected to 
approve it soon before for- 
warding to the White House 
for President Bill Clinton's 
signature. 

The British government 
became the second Western 
government to offer debt re- 
lief to Jordan after the sign- 
ing of the historic Washing- 
ton Declaration by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on July 25. 

Prime Minister John Major 
announced last Thursday that 
his government was coverting 
to grants nearly £60 million in 
loans gjven to Jordan through 
the Overseas Development 
Administration (ODA). 

Sources here said the 
amount represented all 
Jordanian official debts to the 
government of Britain. Am- 
man also owes Britain nearly 
$450 million in loans guaran- 
teed by export erttfit guarantee agen- 
cies , but this a mon nt 
is not under immediate con- 


sideration for write-off. 

Diplomatic sources said 
other Western governments 
grouped under the Paris Club 
of creditor countries were 
being lobbied by the U.S. to 
extend similar debt relief to 
Jordan. The status of those 
efforts was not immediately 
known, but several govern- 
ments were reportedly 
arguing against the move*, 
pointing out that they had 
agreed only last month to 
reschedule up to $1.21 billion 
of the Kingdom's debts due 
until 1997. 

Tbe $13.7 billion foreign 
aid and export assistance bill 
adopted Thursday includes 
$3 billion in American milit- 
ary and economic aid to 
Israel and $2.1 billion for 
Egypt. 

In addition, the bill pro- 
vides $50 million in emergen- 
cy relief for Rwanda, $20 
million through disaster aid 
programmes and $30 million 
through refugee funds. 

Also in the bill is S850 


million for former Soviet re- 
publics, $359 million for 
Eastern Europe and the Bal- 
tic states. $802 million for the 
Development Fund for Afri- 
ca and a set of restrictions on 
military aid to Indonesia. 
Greece and Turkey. 

In providing aid to the for- 
mer Soviet republics, the ball 
recommends — but does not 
require — chat $150 million 
go to Ukraine, $75 million to 
Armenia and 550 million to 
Georgia. 

In response to Indonesia's 
human rights record in Bust 
Timor, the bill bans small 
arms sales to Indonesia. 

And it withholds 10 per 
cent of Turkey’s $364.5 mil- 
lion in military aid loans 
pending a report addressing 
allegations of abuses against 
civilians in Cyprus, and holds 
back 10 per cent of Greece's 
$255 million in military aid 
loans while a report is done 
on charges that Greece 
violated United Nations sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia. 



Archaeologists discover ancient ruins, | Egyptian 
building in Ain Ghazal excavation 
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AMMAN (Petra) — 
Archaeological excavations 
at Em Ghazal area had un- 
earthed several buildings and 
ruins dating back to 7,250- 
4,500 B.C , according to Zeid 
Xafefi, director of Yannonk 
University's Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropol- 
ogy which is carrying out the 
‘ exca v ations in cooperation 
with Harvard University and 
the Department of Anti- 
quities. 

!. Dr. Kafafi said excavation 
_ teams had discovered unique 
-statues made of plaster and 
supported by reeds and 
weeds. He said these flat 
, statutes depict humans with 
long necks and short legs. 

The teams also discovered 
mod toys in the shape of 
, htimanc and animals ., said Dr. 
Kafafi , who added that two 


of the recently discovered 
statues are currently being 
displayed at the Jordan 
Archaeology Museum after 
having been restored in Lon- 
don. 

Dr. Kafafi said that several 
archaeology students from 
the Heidelberg University in 
Gennany and the Bir Zeit 
University on the West Bank 
are currently at the Ein 
Ghazal excavation site train- 
ing with the professional 
teams working there. 

Bir Zeit University 
archaeologist Mohammad 
Miqbel A1 Zawabreb said the 
university's delegation is 
working at the site to acquire 
skills needed in archaeologic- 
al excavations. 

He -said his students are 
now familiar with the anim al 
environment which prevailed 


in the area daring the Stone 
Age, noting that bones of 
goats, sheep, and deer were 
discovered in the area. 

On Thursday, the excava- 
tion site was visited by Minis- 
ter of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Mohammad Adwan 
who inspected the work prog- 
ress. 

Meanwhile* the Anti- 
qnities Department Thursday 
began excavations at A1 Alia 
site m Al Qaser district in 
cooperation with an Amer- 
ican team. 

Al Qaser district anti- 
quities inspector Hakem Al 
Mahameedsaid antiquities in 
the area date back to pre- 
historic-times. 

He said excavation works 
at the site will continue for 
font weeks. 


hanged for 
murder 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 35- 
y ear-old Egyptian national 
was hanged Thursday at Swa- 
qa Prison, for stabbing his 
We to death. Abdul Fatah S. 
Abdul 'Al, became the sixth 
convict to be executed m 
Jordan since tbe beginning of 
this year. 

The convict’s wife, Zeinab 
(25), also an Egyptian, tried 
to prevent her husband from 
burglarising a school where 
she was employed. 

Mrs. Abdul 'Al noticed her 
husband and confronted him, 
said the court. 

The husband drew a knife 
and stabbed his wife several 
times in different pans of her 
body. He was later 
apprehended by the author- 
ities. 


Life ’s lessons in a children ’s play 


By A ogham Tamhni ■ 


oca I . ta Ae Jordan Tones 

--AMMAN. — Comic and 
it a ; prepniB?; - fiction shook hands to pre- 
■n the reliDiv- • sent tire children’s moral 
ihc enjoymns- _ .filled play "Long live die 
.v«cul ana- Dead Sea” at the Sound 
into**- , and Light Theatre Wednes- 
,i tv-ih nain& - ’day night, 
tioiiai kids. jjjg play t el ls the story of 

idinini:-WJMB : ' Amer, a Jordanian citizen 
:i human ngta who returns to Jordan after 

The suborn^ ! 130 years abroad. He de- 
cider the reper - ’ cides to invest his fortune 
t oroup on / m freezing foe Dead Sea 
neet- nnniuDj‘*:’and establishing an ice 
nscvtonwi^r. skating centre. According 
r»ri'fv> 2 l* his expectations, the 

t m Tiw ^ 'project is feasible and 
jtisritt .. should improve the nation- 
al ! .<>ue ".al economy, 
his .u-m is A group of Jordanians 
hirm-ifi ricte : “ advise him that the frozen 
f emergent} r Dead Sea would harm the 
Jependenrt s- ’ 'environment, climate, and 
\>f (udman t . the unique aspect of the 
>*-vi -n-.inarioa O.. sea. Yet, Amer insists that 
ms people ".Bis project should be im- 
;v-r*al dedarff' C .pkmented: The result is 
fa* (fi saster. 

''.-i ,jTj eroB* ?' Attheend of the play the 
‘ " i:W * - Jordanians decide to bring 
s L Bfe back to the Dead Sea, 


vdl 


• liili - end readied a conclusion 
’ "\X 1 * at 00 40100114 of money 

- ' be a worth price to 

, fifi ' destruction. 

T Throughout the play, 
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-hr fr* Playwright and direct! 

" ' ^ .Vesna Mashariqa made 

^ -jf'I ’ * CDnini/uiiic* fat 

’ k”M. . 

xudren. Children fanta-* 
p 1 -"" ij lit: ‘ tised about creatures wbo 

:i '' r-- ' dfcd later. Mrs. Mashariqa, 

a drama teacher, succeeded 
to portray a children’s 
^orid that held the audi- 
" race’s attention throu^i to 
tbe md. 

, “The idea of the story 
clicked in niy mind when I 
■noticed that most of my 
^orients appreciate the cul- 
*®es of other nations more 
than theirs," Vesna 
Mashariqa told the Jordan 
Times, “in class, I usually 
gave different topics con- 
®wmng traditions and be- 
fhayiours. Lately Z got the 
;®presston that children re- 
>viect the Jordanian culture 
prefer instead foreign 
: ja ; \ P™ 8 - They think that fore- 
■. ^ cultures are better than 


and in the future. In addi- 
tion to introducing the his- 
tory of the Dead Sea, its 
location on the map, and its 
physical properties, the 
play also teaches the tradi- 
tions of Jordan’s bedouins, 
as well as other ideas like, 
imitating foreign models is 
wrong, thinking of fortune 
should not be our goal in 
life, and that some outsid- 
ers may use technology to 
destory our beloved na- 
jure. 

Mrs. Mashariqa was very 
much impressed by chil- 
dren’s reactions during tbe 
rehearsals. 

“They loved the idea to 
the extent that they 
brought their sisters ana 
brothers to participate. So, 
everything was doubled. 
Instead of 15 actors, I gave 
roles to 30 children. I 
taught them how to deal 
with the audience and ev- 
erything on the stage. To 
my surprise, I got correct 
spontaneous reactions,” 
said Mrs. Mashariqa. 

In addition to the 30 
child actors, there were two 
professional actors partici- 
pating in the show, one of 
whom is tbe hero Amer, 
played by Egrotian actor 
Mohammad uhobashy. 
Mr. Ghobasby was well- 
chosen for the role of a 
“foreignised” man with his 
beach costume and bis des- 
troyed Jordanian accent 
doe to the effect of English 

on him. 

“I care about children's 



Playwright and director Vesna Mashariqa and most of the 
cast of “Long Live the Dead Sea” prfor to a rehearsal 


theatre,” Mr. Ghobasby 
told the Jordan Times. “I 
had many courses in the 
theatre of education... pup- 
pet and live. I got a certifi- 
cate from the academy of 
Fine Arts in Amman in 
1988. I appreciate the 
theatre that offers a mes- 
sage for kids. I thmk it is an 
original way of expressing 
ideas and growing them in 
the children's minds.” 

Mr. Gbobashy said that 
be spent about 30 years 
working in this field. Tins 
play is his second with Mrs. 
Mashariqa, foe first was foe 
“The Question” in 1993. 
He also did two puppet 
shows: "Ali Baba and the 
40 Thieves” and “Nana’ 
Tales” 

The second professional 
actor was Mohammad 
Jad’an, who played foe role 
of a Jordanian citizen wbo 


loved his country with all 
its traditions, costumes, di- 
alect, and behaviour. 

Throughout the play and 
especially by its end, there 
was a tangible rapport be- 
tween the' actors and the 
audience. ..the actors 
asking and foe audience 
responding. The answers 
“Melt the ice... melt the 
ice,” reflected that the 
message reached its goal, 
and children understood 
that nothing is worthy of 
love more than their coun- 
try. 

Rich with values, the 
show, which was attended 
by the largest audience of 
the children's plays, ended 
by convincing Amer to 
leave his crazy idea and to 
darce some Jordanian 
daises to express his love 
to Jordan, and.. .long live 
the Dead Sea. 
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» i « “In foe last three years, ^1 
JS : .-*» vay sony. So it just 
to my mind to get 
faDdren to love their conn- 
'^■"‘fiy.and get more involved 
* ^ by presenting bad ex- 

3f3f ■ .*®ples to get to foe point,” 
Mashariqa. 

i^.-Jfre play does not only 
- ® a Ch children bow to love 
their country, but it in- 
;V°lves various lessons of 
Breat Importance for now 


A laborious lecture in theatre 




By Awghawt Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Theatre in Paris last week 
participated in tbe Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts 
with the Moroccan play 
“Anthology of Banishment 
and Martyrdom," but to the 
audience it was more like 
watching an arduous epic. 

Presenting a broken pic- 
ture of today’s Arab society, 
and cries of a writer who 
never ended his plays, direc- 
tor Nasser Edine Boushqif 
interspersed pantomime 
throughout the play. 

To serve the topic, famous 
Arab historical events and 
characters were chosen as 
symbols to refer to certain 
ideas ... Narrow, the tyrant; 
Juba, the wicked character; 
God, the greatest power, and 
writer, Thsan Abdul Qud- 
dous. Nairoun may refer to 
former U.S. President 
George Bush or any other 
“tyrant" in foe Arab World 


or elsewhere, and foe writer 
may refer to any one who 
documents foe events. 

Relying on standard mod- 
em Arabic, foe director in- 
troduced an international 
concept of corruption in to- 
day's society; how one sells 
his brother for a penny, Arab 
flag in defeat, Arab revolt to 
achieve victory, animal's 
rights and martyrdom. 

Mr. Boushqif told the Jor- 
dan Times that foe play- 
wright, Mohammad Meskeen 
used to sympathise with foe 
Arab World- Mr. Meskeen 
believed in lifting all borders 
between foe Arab nation. He 
never dealt with parts of it, 
rather he looked at it as one 
human reality. 

Tbe play, foe 13fo directed 
by Mr. Boushqif, again had 
no ending, wifo foe actors 
waiting for the sun to rise, 
and each one in the audience 
searching for the end to suit 
his or her mentality, thoughts 
and knowledge. 


This play is presented for 
the first time at the Jerash 
Festival. “I think it is a good 
show concerning foe idea, 
movements, direction, but 
foe stage was not quite suit- 
able for our show,” Mr. 
Boushqif told the Jordan 
Times. “I am a free artist, I 
am not involved in any party 
... I am not a socialist nor a 
communist. I only take foe 
word I want and express it 
creatively. Whenever I find a 
good idea I try to translate it 
into a play.” 

The stage was void of any 
set. Tbe three characters re- 
lied on their performances 
only to get to foe point. 

lit was a poor show, wifo a 
monotonous story. Although 
foe play included many sym- 
bolic ideas, and modern 
theatrical techniques, foe dia- 
logues were very direct, the 
speeches were sometimes so 
long that the audience felt as 
if they were sitting in a class 
on national education. 


That glimpse of Palestine 

A life-long dream for many Jordanians 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe Jorda- 
nian people, for 27 years 
severed from the West 
Bank by Israeli occupation 
and denied a glimpse of 
Palestine by a state of war 
wifo Israel, may soon fulfill 
life-long dreams. 

Tbe cities of Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem and Jericho, lo- 
cated in a fertile zone of 
toils and valleys west of the 
Jordan River, live in foe 
memories of many Jorda- 
nians, half of whom are of 
Palestinian origin. 

Tbe scheduled opening 
of foe Aqaba-Eilat road 
link for third country 
nationals which will be 
launched on Monday , will 
positively affect visitors of 
both countries as well as 
residents of Jordan and 
Israel in the near future. 

Jordan and Israel have 
agreed on a crossing point 
3.5 kilometres north of 
Aqaba to be called Araba 
crossing. A 50-metre-long 
road will connect the two 
border check-points. 

Having foe longest Arab 
borders wifo the occupied 
territories, Jordan looks at 
the possibility of peace in 
foe region with the hope 
that it will soon have access 
to the West Bank. 

Many Jordanians of 
different origins and ages 
are anticipating a visit to 
foe West Bank and Israel 
after Jordan and Israel 
reach a peace treaty. 

“I would love to visit my 


father’s homeland, the 
magnificence of which I 
have been hearing about 
ever since I was a child,” 
said Salma, a 23-year-old 
Jordanian whose father 
comes from Bethlehem. 

Observers say that while 
the Palestinian refugees 
who left Palestine after the 
1948 Arab- Israeli War are 
unlikely to return to the 
West Bank to live, a good 
number of Palestinians wbo 
left foe occupied territories 
after foe 1967 war may 
consider settling in their 
original homeland pro- 
vided it fells under Palesti- 
nian rule. 

Whether to live, tour or 
shop, many are resolved to 
set foot m foe area which 
for over four -decades has 
been equivalent to the for- 
bidden apple. 

Breakthroughs in that 
direction have been taking 
place to paving the way for 
all sorts of open com- 
munication between Jor- 
dan and Israel. 

On a symbolic level. His 
Majesty King Hussein flew 
over Israeli airspace on his 
way borne from London 
last Wednesday after a his- 
toric visit to the United 
States where he signed the 
Washington Declaration 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak, Rabin and 
announced foe end to foe 
state of war between Jor- 
dan and the Jewish state. 

Moreover, direct tele- 
phone services between 
Israel and Jordan could be 
available as early as Mon- 


day, in accordance wifo foe 
Washington Declaration 
signed on July 25. 

Many Jordanians desir- 
ing to cross to the West 
Bank are driven by foe 
curiosity to see the land 
they are geographically and 
emotionally attached to. 

“I want to visit foe West 
Bank and Israel out of 
curiosity. It would be 
amazing to see foe land 
which kept us at war for 
tens of years,” stud a Jorda- 
nian mother and wife 
named Hind. 

In the dimate of peace, 
Jordanian businesspersons 
are determined to reap the 
benefits of peace through 
exploiting the opportunity 
of open trade. 

Businesspersons are opti- 
mistic that peace will have 
a positive effect on Jor- 
dan’s economy, which one 
local businessman de- 
scribed as having “sunk to 
the bottom of the well," 
adding that if anything, “it 
cannot get any worse.” 

Haifa, which climbs from 
its harbour off the 
Mediterranean up the 
green slopes of Mount Car- 
mel is viewed by Jordanian 
businesspersons as an out- 
let for trade and shipping 
services. 

A delegation of Jorda- 
nians involved in shipping 
services were said by Israeli 
reports to have recently 
been to Haifa to discuss 
wifo Israelis foe possibility 
of using its port for ship- 
purposes in the near 
rture as an outlet for ex- 


ping 

tutor 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

■ir Concert by Al Jed Oub of Armenian folklore at tbe 
South Theatre at 2<h30. 


☆ Play entitled “Black Comedy’ 
Artemis Theatre al 21:30. 


by Maid Al Qasas at foe 


al 



SKAL CLUB OF AMMAN 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP OF 
TOURISM 



All members of Amman Skal Club representing various private 
tourist sectors in Jordan, congratulate 

His Majesty King Hussein 

on the courageous steps he has taken on the road to peace, and 
• express their absolute loyalty to His Majesty and applaud his 
foresight in seeking a better future for Jordan and generations to 
I come. 


i 


panding their services, 
which, at the moment, are 
conducted through Jor- 
dan’s sole port. Aqaba. 

Jerusalem, which has 
been a holy site to Christ- 
ians. Muslims and Jews 
throughout history, is a city 
where many Jordanian's 
would like to pray. 

A 45-minutc drive by car 
from Amman could take 
Jordanians to the holy city, 
which Qais, a Muslim 
Jordanian, described as “so 
near, yet so far away." 

Like King Hussein. Qais 
plans to pray in Jerusalem’s 
Al Aqsa Mosque “as soon 
as I could” to fulfill "his 
dream.” 

King Hussein said that he 
“has received several in- 
vitations to visit Jeru- 
salem,” and that he plans 
to visit it soon, as it is his 
"right as a Muslim, a 
Hashemite and an Arab" 
to do so. 

Watchtowers at Eilat in 
Israel, just across the Gulf 
from Aqaba, can be seen 
through binoculars from 
the Kingdom's port city. 
The distance described by a 
Jordanian official as a "five 
minute walk,” has also 
been described as a “trip of 
a lifetime.” 

However, observers be- 
lieve that soon Jordanians 
will find themselves trek- 
king through the Aqaba- 
Eilat highway to spend the 
day in Eilat and then drive 
back. 

“I will go on the first trip 
organised to Eilat,” said 
18-year-old Reem. 


* Concert by tbe National Folk Dance Ensemble al tbe 
Sound and Light Theatre at 21:00. 

DRAMA 

Monodrama: “Anthology of Martyrdom and Exile' 
tbe Royal Cultural Centre at 20:00. 
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Some 1,000 Islamic fu nd a m e ntalis t s demonstrate calling for Nasreen, wbo witnesses and sources say sfift fears for her life 

the punishment of Bangladeshi feminist writer Tasiima and is depressed (AFP photo) 

Militants continue protest against Bangladeshi writer 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 1,000 between the mosque and the 
Islamic militants calling for National Press Club, the 
the death of feminist writer u$»ai venue for demonstra- 
Tasiima Nasreen marched tions by politicians, students 


through Dhaka Friday but 
police pat up barbed wire 
barricades to prevent them 
from heading towards her 
home. 

The marchers poured onto 
streets at the BaituI Mokar- 
ram Mosque in the dty cen- 
tre, nearly two kilometres 
from an apartment where 
Ms. Nasreen lives as a re- 
cluse, witnesses said. 

“There will be no relenting 


and religions groups. 

Police said they erected 
barricades to prevent the 
militants from trying to get 
closer to Mr. Nasreen’s 
apartment in Dhaka's Sbant- 
ingar area. 

Later, some 3,000 mem- 
bers of the Islamic Oika Jote 
held a rally, also near the 
Press Club, calling for the 
“thwarting (of) attempts to 


monad (apostate) Nasreen. “ d leave the “““n-- 


sts are “'paj; 
on to its wdfc 
t ox has ate 
ral kilograms 
Inc news agsr 


She is unforgivable, ” said 
one protester from the Islami 
Constitution Movement. 

Tight security forced the 
militants to keep their pro- 
tests confined to an avenue 

seeks 
nuclear 
test ban 
'accord 

GENEVA (AP) — The Un- 
ited States urged internation- 
al negotiators to agree on a 
treaty banning all nuclear 
tests by next April when the 
25-year-old nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty comes up 
for renewal. 

John Holum, director of 
the U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, said 
President Bill Clinton wants a 
new agreement “at the ear- 
liest possible time.”. 

Mr. Hohun’s timetable, 
presented to the 38-nation 
Conference on Disarma- 
ment, was the most specific 
so far by the Clinton adminis- 
tration. An agreement 
reached in 1995 would come 
exactly 50 years after the first 
atomic blast at Alamagordo. 
New Mexico. 

But Mr. Holum rejected 
any “artificial linkage” be- 
tween a universal test ban 
and the non-proliferation 
treaty, saying the United 
States supported each accord 
individ uall y 

The United States fears 
that any disagreement over 
the test ban treaty may com- 
plicate renewal of the non- 
proliferation treaty, which 
r automatically expires unless 
" ail signing countries vote to 
continue it and die majority 
of countries ratify it. 

After years of cold war 
stalemate, negotiations 
aimed at achieving a total ban 
on testing of nuclear weapons 
started in January. 

The United States, the 
Soviet Union and Britain 
agreed on a partial test ban in 
1963 to cover tests in the 
atmosphere, outer space and 
under water. Washington and 
Moscow, however, continued 
underground tests in follow- 
ing years. 

. In recent months, the Un- 
ited States, Russia, Britain 
and France have suspended 
*11 tests. China, which carried 
nut an underground test last 
October, has been reluctant 
to agree to a complete ban. 

Mr. Holum said he “deeply 
regretted” China's nuclear 
testing and “strongly urged” 
foqing to stop. 

there is no reason for 
continued testing in the con- 
■ text of the global security 
P environment as it stands 
oow," he said. 

“None of us can rest — * 
“rae can be satisfied by our 
noteworthy progress to date 
— until the wood’s nationals 
have agreed .once and for all 
to stojp testing nuclear 
■^ weapons.” Mr. Holm said. 


“We must resist such 
attempts,” one Jote leader 
told the rain-drenched rally. 

Police Friday withdrew an 
arrest warrant against Ms. 
Nasreen, following her high 


court appearance Wednes- 
day. The court granted her 
bail on a charge of insulting 
Islam. 

Ms. Nasreen’s presence in 
the High Court followed two 
months in hiding from ex- 
tremist Muslims wbo 
threatened to kill her over 
alleged anti-lslamic com- 
ments made in a newspaper 
interview. 

After the court appear- 
ance, she promptly vanished 
again. Relatives said die con- 
tinues to fear for her safety. 

“She remins out of contact 
except for a few dose friends 
and her legal advisers,” one 
source said. Her lawyers re- 
fused to disclose her where- 
abouts. 

The Home Ministry said it 
bad ordered police to ensure 
maximum security for Ms. 


Nasreen after threats were 
made against her by an Isla- 
mic "death squad." No de- 
tails were available. 

Witnesses said about two 
dozen police stood guard out- 
side her apartment. 

Journalists rushed to Dha- 
ka's airport late Thursday 
night and early Friday follow- 
ing unconfirmed reports Ms. 
Nasreen was leaving the 
country. 

Government officials said 
they had no such information 
but some diplomats said they 
would not role out the possi- 
bility. 

The speculation following 
questions over the legal sta- 
tus on Ms. Nasreen’s bail 
which, according to one 
lawyer, does not specify she 
must stay inside the country. 


U.S. , N. Korea resume high-level talks 


GENEVA (AFP)— The Un- 
ited States and North Korea 
resumed high-level talks Fri- 
day with both sides open to a 
package deal involving Pyon- 
gyang’s suspected nuclear 
weapons programme and 
economic and political con- 
cessions. 

But prospects for progress 
at the first bilateral discus- 
sions since the death of long- 
time ruler Kim Il-Sung 
appeared to be muddied by a 
defiant statement from the 
North Korean Foreign Minis- 
try. 

It said special inspections 
of two disputed nuclear facili- 
ties, a key Western demand 
in the long-running con- 
troversy, could not be a 
“main topic” on the agenda 
here, according to the official 
North Korean News Agency 
(KCNA). 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) says 
the two sites may be for 
storing nuclear waste and 
that inspecting them is essen- 
tial to determine if North 
Korea has diverted nuclear 
foe! to make weapons. 

Following a defector's re- 
port that North Korea had 
five nuclear bombs, John 
Holum, director of the U.S. 
Arms control and disarma- 
ment agency said here Thurs- 
day that he had not seen “any 
indication anywhere that 
North Korea has a potential 
capability of more than one . 
or two nuclear weapons.” 

IAEA demands to check 


out the sites prompted North 
Korea to threaten to pull out 
of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty and trig- 
gered the current crisis 16 
months ago. 

As he headed into the talks 
Friday, chief U.S. negotiator 
Robert Galiucci said he 
hoped the discussions would 
be as “official and business- 
like” as a July 8 session that 
was suspended hours after it 
began, due to Mr. Kim's 
death. 

“We are hopefully going to 
pick up where we left off,” 
Mr. GaJluci said. 

The talks are being watch- 
ed closely to see if North 
Korea under its new leader, 
Kim’s son Kim Jong-B, will 
modify its policy (Ml the nuc- 
lear issue and open up to the 
West. 

The North Korean delega- 
tion chief. Hist Vice Foreign 
Minister Kang Sok-Ju, made 
no comment as he beaded 
into the talks at the U.S. 
mission in Geneva. 

But Thursday, the head of 
the North Korea’s ruling 
Workers’ Party, Kim Yong- 
Soon, told CNN his country 
was interested in reaching a 
“package deal” under which 
Pyongyang would respond to 
Western concerns over the 
nuclear programme in ex- 
change for diplomatic recog- 
nition and economic aid from 
the United States. 

Before leaving the United 
States, Mr. Galiucci also said 
Washington was wilting to 


seek “an overall settlement.” 

However, he insisted 
North Korea must agree -to 
full inspection of its nuclear 
facilities before other matters 
can be discussed. “The nuc- 
lear issue has to be addressed 
up front,” Mr. Galiucd said. 

U.S. officials stress that the 
negotiations will continue 
only if North Korea honours 
the late Kim's promise to 
freeze the countfy’s nuclear 
programme and refrain from 
reprocessing spent fuel rods 
removed from a controversial 
reactor at Yongbyon north of 
Pyongyang in June. 

Up for discussion is the 
possibility of U.S. assistance 
in helping North Korea 
change from graphite- 
moderated to light-water 
nudear technology, which is 
safer because it yields far less 
weapons -grade plutonium. 

Two rounds of talks were 
held last year, in June and 
July. The United States 
agreed to the new round after 
Kim Il-Sung promised to 
freeze the nudear program- 
me following a visit by former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter 

U.S. offidals say North 
Korea may have diverted 
weapons-grade plutonium for 
military purposes when it 
shut down the Yongbyon 
reactor, without explanation, 
for 100 days in 1989. 

International inspectors 
wanted full access to the fuel 
rods that were removed in 
June of this year, but a de- 
fiant North Korea refused. 


Restive Russian forces put on 
6 combat readiness’ in Moldova 


MOSCOW (AP) — Restive 
forces led by Russia’s most 
popular and outspoken 
general were put on “combat 
readiness” in the former 
Soviet republic of Moldova 
“Friday in response to re- 
ports be would be ousted by 
Moscow. 

“If Gen. (Alexander) 
Lebed does not return, con- 
sequences will be hard to 
predict,” his top aide. Col. 
Mikhail Bergman, told the 
Associated Press by tele- 
phone from Tiraspol, the 
capital of Moldova's break- 
away Trans-Dniester region. 

The uproar over Gen. 
Lebed reflects the disarray 
and uncertain loyalties 
throughout the armed forces 
since the Soviet collapse in 
1991. Gen. Lebed, who has 
openly criticised President 
Boris Yeltsin’s treatment of 
the military, has given voice 
to the feelings privately held, 
by many demoralised service- 
men. 

’ Some recent polls have ' 
showed him far more popular 
among soldiers than Defence 
Minis ter Pavel Grachev. A 
Yeltsin appointee. 


Commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers in tbe 
14th Army were ordered to 
stay in their barracks with 
their troops to prevent the 
capture of arms depots by 
forces loyal to Igor Smirnov. 
Trans-Dniester’s self-styled 
president. Col. Bergman 
said. 

A spoke man for the de- 
fence ministry in Moscow 
said that the action amounted 
to putting the soldiers on “a 
higher degree of combat 
readiness.” be spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The 14th Army b believed 
to have about 2,000 officers 
and men, as well as huge 
supplies of weapons and 
ammunition. It has been sta- 
tioned in Trans-Dniester 
since 1992, when it was sent 
to stop a bloody dvil war 
between Russian-speaking 
separatists and the central 
Moldovan government. 

An estimated 1,500 people 
were killed in the fighting. 

Col. Bergman said Gen. 
•Grachev had ordered the 
14th Army disbanded and its 
commander dismissed to 
Oblige pro-Russian author- 


ities in Trans-Dniester, De- 
fence Ministry spokesmen in 
Moscow have denied the 
charges. 

Gen. Lebed has repeatedly 
accused Mr. Smirnov and 
other Trans-Dniester officials 
of corruption, which put Rus- 
sia in a difficult situation be- 
cause of its strong links with 
the mostly Russian-speaking 
province. 

Putting troops on alert 
would prevent Mr. Smirnov 
and his men from laying their 
hands on the munitions, 
which arc “enough for three 
armies.” Mr. Bergman said. 

In talks with Russia on 
terms' and dates of the 14th 
Army withdrawal, Moldova 
insists the troops be out by 
Jan. 1, 1996, said the chief 
Russian negotiator, Col. 
Gen. Eduard Vorobyov, as 
quoted by the Interfax News 
Agency. 

Russia intends to suggest at 
the next round scheduled for 
next week that the troops 
leave within three years of 
the date the agreement is 
reached. Gen. Vorobyov told 
the news agency. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb 
forces seized back a tank and 
other heavy weapons from a 
United Nations storage site 
Friday in an escalation of 
tension following Yugosla- 
via’s decision to cut ties with 
the Bosnian Serbs. 

Hundreds of loaded trucks 
bound for Bosnian Serb terri- 
tory were turned back by 
Serbian police amid scenes of 
chaos at one of tbe main 
crossing points. 

Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, anxious to 
avoid stiffer sanctions, se- 
vered economic and political 
links with his proteges in 
Bosnia following their con- 
tinued refusal to accept the 
latest international peace 
plan. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic reacted defiant- 
ly, telling his people they 
must be ready to fight on 
alone. 

“We simply must get by 
with what we’ve got,” be said 
on Belgrade’s Studio B Tele- 
vision Thursday evening. 
“We are prepared to be hun- 
gry, naked and barefoot, but 
we must fight for our free- 
dom.” 

Bosnian Serb Forces defied 
the threat of NATO air 
strikes and took back a tank, 
two armoured personnel car- 
riers and an anti-aircraft can- 
non from a U.N. -guarded 
weapons collection point on 
territory they hold near 
Sarajevo. 

The weapons were among 
nearly 300 handed in by the 
Serbs as part of an agreement 


Nigeria 
stands still 
despite 
end of 
strike 

LAGOS (R) — The suspen- 
sion of a general strike failed 
to breathe economic life back 
into the Nigerian commercial 
capital Lagos Friday, while a 
more damaging stoppage by 
oil workers was sail in full 
swing. 

In the federal capital Abu- 
ja. where a summit of West 
African nations was due to 
open later Friday, leaders of 
the umbrella Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) resumed 
negotiations with military rul- 
ers on freeing presidential 
claimant Moshood Abiola, 
whose detention has thrown 
Nigeria into crisis. 

“We met last night but 
have not concluded (talks),” 
NLC President Pascal Bafyau 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Abiola is on trial in 
Abuja for treason for proc- 
laiming himself president. 

More than half tbe presi- 
dents of tbe 16-member Eco- 
nomic Community of West 
African states are staying 
away from their annual sum- 
mit because of the crisis in 
Nigeria and problems in then- 
own countries. 

The oil unions NUPENG 
and PENGASSAN have 
separately been on strike to 
press not only for Mr. 
Abiola’s release but also his 
installation as president. 

They said they would con- 
tinue their action, which has 
disrupted fuel supplies and 
shut many businesses. 

“The suspension (of the 
general strike) has not made 
any difference because the 
bank is still not open,” said 
Maureen Moneke. a house- 
wife who went to her bank in 
Lag 06 early Friday hoping to 
get cash. 

There _ is a severe cash 
squeeze in the southwest be- 
cause most banks are dosed, 
and some firms have had to 
draw money from brandies in 
the north or east to pay 
wages. 

Mr. Abiola, a millionaire 
businessman from the 
Yoraba-speaking southwest, 
was well ahead in the June 
12, 1993, vote when the milit- 
ary government scrapped it 
wnboot explanation. 

Resentment over the 
annulment has been highest 
in the southwest, although 
Mr. Abiola won votes nation- 
wide. 

NLC President Bafyau said 
he hoped negotiations with 
the government would end 
later Friday but declined to 
discuss the sticking points. 

The NLC strike had far less 
impact than that of tbe oil 
unions. 

Crude oil sales account for 
more than 90 per cent of 
Nigeria’s foreign income. Oil 
output has been curtailed by 
the strike and exports de- 
layed, pushing up world oil 
nrices to a year's high. 


with the U.N. last February 
to pull their heavy guns from 
Sarajevo and stop their bom- 
bardment of tbe dty. 

Their removal Friday was 
seen by Western diplomats as 
an attempt to provoke U.N., 
NATO or Muslim military 
retaliation and thus expose 
Mr. Milosevic to the charge 
of having left the Bosnian 
Serbs in the lurch. 

“The situation is really 
tense,” said U.N. military 
spokesman Major Rob 
Annink. 

The theft was also an 
embarrassment for the Un- 
ited Nations, whose comman- 
der in Bosnia, Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, 
had Wednesday vowed to use 
force, including NATO air 
strikes, to stop Serb forces 
from taking back weapons. 

In the event. Ukrainian 
U.N. troops did not realise 
Friday that tbe weapons were 
being stolen until they were 
being driven out of the fac- 
tory where they were stored, 
and derided they did not 
have tbe means to resist the 
Serbs. 

Attempts to retrieve the 
weapons were not succesful. 

A U.N. helicopter first 
tried to take off 15 minutes 
after the inddent but was 
grounded by fog. French 
U.N. soldiers were prevented 
from taking up the search by 
a Bosnian Serb unit. 

A second U.N. helicopter 
sent up later to try to find the 
weapons located the tank but 
was forced to withdraw to its 
base after being hit several 


times by small arms fire. 

The tank was spotted by 
British U.N. troops near the 
northern Sarajevo suburb of 
Vogosca, but then dis- 
appeared into a Bosnian Serb 
military complex. 

The U.N. humanitarian 
airlift into Sarajevo which re- 
sumed for a few hours Friday 
morning was later suspended 
for security reasons following 
the theft of the weapons. 

In Sarajevo, the United 
Nations reported a high level 
of ceasefire violations and 
sniping inddents, with U.N. 
anti-sniper teams returning 
fire on several occasions. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
there was sustained shelling 
along Serb and Muslim front 
lines in north-central and 
northeastern Bosnia Thurs- 
day. 

Yugoslavia's decision 
Thursday to close the borders 
would, if rigorously im- 
plemented, deprive the Bos- 
nian Serbs of much-needed 
supplies. Western diplomats 
believe. 

The Bosnian Serb Army — 
less numerous but better 
armed — has maintained su- 
periority over its Muslim and 
Croat enemies in 28 months 
of war by virtue of a steady 
stream of armaments and fuel 
across the Drina River bor- 
der crossing points. 

Rump Yugoslavia, com- 
prising Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro, said it would bar 
entry for all Bosnian Serb 
leaders and shut its borders 
with Serb-held territory in 
Bosnia to all goods except 


food, medicine and clothing. 

The peace plan rejected by 
the Bosnian Serbs was drawn 
up by the United States, Rus- 
sia. Britain, Germany and 
France. It envisages a rough- 
ly equal division of Bosnia 
between the Serbs and their 
Mustim-Croat enemies. 

Russia praised President 
Milosevic Friday for bis 
tough line against the Bos- 
nian Serbs, hinting it might 
soon be time to ease sanc- 
tions against Belgrade rather 
than tighten them. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Vitaly 
Churkin told Interfax News 
Agency Russia welcomed 
Serbia’s derision to cut links 
with the Bosnian Serbs for 
rejecting an international 
peace plan 

“Milosevic is the most 
legitimate ’ Serbian leader. 
His position is an important 
factor and Russia hopes it 
will be recognised by other 
Serbian politicians, including 
the Bosnian Serbs,” Mr. 
Churkin said. 

Mr. Churkin, Russia's top 
negotiator on former Yugos- 
lavia, said it was illogical that 
Belgrade, which had agreed 
to the peace plan, now faced 
the threat of tighter sanctions 
against it. 

“There is a mismatching 
here. And of course, we have 
this in mind.” he said. 

Russia and its Western 
partners now wanted to see in 
practice how Mr. Milosevic 
would cut ties, as promised, 
with the Bosnian Serbs, Mr. 
Churkin said. 


Gunboat seizes British fishing gear 


LONDON (R) — A British 
gunboat patrolling oft north- 
ern Spain in Europe’s “tuna 
war” confiscated fishing gear 
Friday from a British trawler 
suspetted of using over-long 
nets. 

The HMS Anglesey was 
smt to the Bay of Biscay after 
Spanish fishermen attacked 
British trawlers. 

British fishermen accused 
tbe Spanish of piracy after 
their nets were slashed. Mad- 
rid said British and French 
trawlers were using illegally 
long nets that broke Euro- 
pean Union rules. 

But then, in a surprise twist 
to the dashes on the high 
seas, inspectors from the 
Anglesey confiscated gear 
from the British tuna trawler 
Charisma. 

'It was confiscated on 
suspicion of an offence being 
committed under EU regula- 


tions.” a ministry of agricul- 
ture spokesman said. 

After reports of three 
trawlers being attacked by 
Spanish fishermen, London 
issued a diplomatic protest to 
Madrid and despatched the 
Anglesey. 

“Spain is tweaking the 
lion’s tail and the lion is not 
roaring,” Mike Townsend, a 
British fishing industry 
spokesman, said as the first 
of the British Trawlers re- 
turned home. 

Skipper Ian McCrindle 
said the Spaniards sur- 
rounded his trawler and drag- 
ged his nets with grappling 
hooks. Showing reporters the 
torn nets, he accused the 
Spaniards of “an act of pira- 
cy. They took the law into 
their own hands.” 

An Irish trawler also re- 
turned to Ireland Friday after 


being surrounded by Spanish 
fishing boats. 

The Anglo-Spanish dash 
was the second “tuna war” 
incident. 

Spanish trawlermen, who 
use traditional fishing techni- 
ques. last month attacked 
French boats they accused of 
using drift nets longer than* 
the regulation 2.5 km (1.6 
miles). 

They fired flares, metal 
bolts and burning paint at 
French boats. One damaged • 
boat was seized and towed to 
a Spanish port. 

Spanish fishermen block- 
aded the French border port 
of Hendaye as well as north-' 
era Spanish ports for three 
days. 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace backed Spain, 
calling for a ban on driftnet 
fishing which it said trapped 
dolphins. 





A Coast Guard c r ew m an to a group of Key West, Fla. The Coast Guard rescued 190 
Cuban refugees on board tbe Coast Cutter Cubans from tbe Caban ferry La Coubre after 
Nantucket as tbe cutter prepares to dock in the ship ran out of gas northeast or Havana 

(AFP photo) 

Cuban group hijacks ferry to U.S. 


MIAMI (R) — The U.S. 
Coast Guard said it inter- 
cepted a Cuban fenyboat 
with 190 people aboard 
Thursday, and that it was 
bringing 117 who had re- 

? uested asylum to Key West, 
lorida. 

The other 73 Cubans on 
board the La Coubre, found 
adrift in international waters 
about 50 kilometres north of 
Havana, asked to be returned 
home and were transferred to 
Cuban government vessels 
that were in the area, the 
Coast Guard said. 

Cuban authorities Thurs- 
day condemned die hijack- 
ing. 

The Communist Party 
newspaper Granma called 
the incident a “criminal act of 
terrorism and piracy.” 

In an editorial, the new- 
paper strongly condemned 
U.S. authorities for what 
Havana says is a policy of 
encouraging illegal exits from 
the Communist-ruled Carib- 
bean Island. 

And a deputy in the 
National Assembly raised the 
issue during a session of tbe 
parliament, saying, “we 
should deeply reject an act of 
vandalism of this type.” 
Cuban authorities reported 
earlier that about 15 people 


armed with handguns, a gre- 
nade and machetes had com- 
an dee red the ferryboat full of 
passengers Wednesday to take 
it to the United States. 

The’ incident marked the 
second time in eight days that 
a water taxi — used to carry 
passengers across the bay in 
the Cuban capital — has been 
hijacked by people wanting 
to leave the Communist- 
ruled Caribbean island ille- 
gally. 

The boat set off about 
noon to make the five-minute 
trip from the suburb of 
Casablanca to a dock in old 
Havana, the Communist Par- 
ty newpspaper Granma said. 

The daily had reported that 
seven of the passengers opted 
not to go along with the 
hijackers when they com- 
mandeered the boat and 
jumped overboard while the 
boat was still in the bay. 

It and the Cuban News 
Agency. Prensa Latina, 
quoted these people as con- 
demning the hijackers for 
their behaviour. 

Granma quoted Interior 
Ministry offidals as saying 
the feny was followed by two 
Cuban Coast guard vessels 
and two civilian vessels, 
which kept a prudent dis- 
tance and aimed to pick up 


any passengers jumping off 
the ferry or to help the boat if 
it ran into trouble. 

“At no moment did the 
(Cuban) Coast Guard vessels 
try to intercept the hijacked 
vessel, to avoid aeddents.” 
Granma said. 

Last month 32 Cubans 
drowned when the tugboat 
they had stolen to try to leave 
the island capsized after col- 
liding with a pursuing govem- 
ment vessel. 

But with no attempt made 
to stop the two Havana fer- 
ries from leaving, authoriti- 
ties are clearly wary of 
another tragedy. 

Granma said Cuban au- 
thorities had informed the 
U.S. Coast Guard of the 
latest hijacking from the first 
moment. The U.S. Coast 
Guard confirmed that it had 
been contacted by Cuban 
offidals, who asked that the 
boat be helped. 

The inddent Wednesday 
was the latest involving a 
steady trickle of Cubans leav- 
ing the island iliegaly to make 
the 145 kilometre crossing of 
the Strait of Florida. 

The number of people 
making the journey, often 
using flimsy rubber rafts, has 
jumped this year amid Cuba’s 
severe economic crisis. 
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U.S.-led invasion of Haiti is 
not viable until mid-September 
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WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A U.S.-led- invasion to 
restore democracy in Haiti 
will not be viable until at least 
mid-September because of 
the time needed to enlist and 
train a multinational force,' 
The Washington Post said 
Friday. 

Quoting unidentified 
senior administration offi- 
cials, the daily said the con- 
dnskm was readied during a 
series of high-level meetings * 
on Haiti this week, some of 
which were attended by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

The officials said they also 
needed time to seal tight 
Haitfs border with the Domi- 
nican Republic, through 
which 30 per cent of Haiti’s 
energy needs in gasoline and 
oil flow, despite an interna- 
tional economic blockade. . 

“It will be a matter of some 
weeks,” before the United 
States is ready to invade, one 
official told the daily, 
although he stressed that a 
military intervention conkl 
come immediately if Amer- 
ican lives in Haiti were 
threatened. 

Mr. Clinton said in a press 
conference Wednesday that it 
was “premature" to invade 
Haiti despite what he de- 
‘ scribed as overwhelming 
'U.S. interests in restoring 
democracy to the region. 

Plans for a U.S.-led, multi- 
national in t er ve n tion to re- 
move Haiti’s nubtary leaders 
from pow er and restore de- 
posed President Jean- 
Dettian d Aristide, received 
the go ahead fern the U.N. 
Security Gouncfl Sunday. 

U.S. ef forts to enlist fore- 
ign forces, howe v e r , have so 
far been inconclusive. 
Jamaica Thursday said it 


would participate in a 
peacekeeping operations in 
Haiti but it was not dear 
whether it would take pan in 
an invasion. 

Argentina appeared to 
backtrack on its decision last 
week to join an invasion 
force, with its foreign minis- 
ter saying Thursday that 
Argentina favoured hunting 
its role to creating a sanctu- 
ary to protect Haitian dvi- 
Kans. 

Officials told the Times 
that Mr. Clinton had “a great 
number of individual deri- 
sions to make." These in- 
cluded an assessment of 
whether economic sanctions 
had failed, whether to set a 
deadline for the Haitian 
military to step down and 
perhaps an ultimatum, and 
whether to enlist support in 
the U.S. Congress for an 
invasion. 

Some officials, including 
Defence Secretary William 
Pony, were against setting a 
deadline, fearing that it could 
be leaked to the public, com- 
promising the invasion effort. 

There was also disagree- 
ment at the meetings over 
whether any financial induce- 
ments should be offered to 
Haitian General Raoul Ced- 
ras and other military leaders 
to have them leave voluntari- 
ly, the official added. 

Gen. Cedras was one of 
the coup leaders who ousted 
Mr. Aristide in September 
1991. 

Haiti’s military-backed 
gov er nment, meanwhile, ex- 
pelled a three-person U.S. 
television crew Thursday af- 
ter they filmed a runway and 
radar at the Ptort-Au-Prince 
Airport 

The international com- 


munity has imposed an air 
embargo on Haiti aimed at 
pressuring Haiti’s military 
leaders to step down and the 
measure has brought airplane 
traffic to a halt in Port-Au- 
Prince. 

The crew wanted to get 
footage of the empty airport 
and runways but filming the 
airport is illegal under new 
security measures ordered 
because of the threat of a 
foreign invasion to oust 
Haiti’s military leaders. 

The three reporters, from 
the MacNeil/Lebrer News- 
hour, were escorted to Haiti’s 
border with the Dominican 
Republic by police and im- 
migration officials, witnesses 
said. The two countries share 
the stand of Hispaniola. 

They were the first foreign 
reporters to face such action 
under a decree, issued in 
June and reiterated Tuesday. 

“This is definitely a way to 
intimidate foreign journal- 
ists," said the team's corres- 
pondent, Elizabeth Farn- 
sworth. shortly before her 
departure. 

Ms. Farnsworth and two 
colleagues, cameraman John 
Knoop and soundman Jamie 
Kibben, were detained on 
July 31 after being accused of 
trespassing and held for four 
hours before being released. 

On Wednesday immigra- 
tion officials arrived at then- 
hotel with a deportation 
order, which was carried oat 
Thursday in the presence of a 
U.S. consular official. 

A Haitian driver and an 
int e rpreter working with the 
team were still befog held at 
the army’s 22nd company 
headquarters. They had not 
been charged or mistreated, 
Ms. F ar ns wort h said. 


The incident came on a day 
when talk of a negotiated 
solution to Haiti’s 34-month 
crisis increased in both 
Washington and Port-Au- 
Prince. 

Influential U.S. Republi- 
can Senate leader Bob Dole 
responded favourably to a 
proposal by Haitian Senator 
Bernard Sansaricq that both 
rating military leader Lieute- 
nant General Raoul Cedras 
and overthrown President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide res- 
ign at the same time in order 
to rive Haiti a “new chance." 

Gen. Sansaricq, the 
staunchly anti- Aristide leader 
of Haiti’s illegal Senate bloc, 
told ABC television's Night- 
line programme Wednesday 
that Gen. Cedras may step 
down as early as October but 
no later than Jan. 31 and that 
the Senate would talk to him 

“He^tue^talixd to^M*ab- 
out it and he has told me he’s 
not going to seek another 
term as commander-in-chief 
of the Haitian Armed 
Forces," Gen. Sansaricq 
said. 

Gen. Dole, the Republican 
leader in the U.S. Senate, 
which unanimously passed a 
non-binding resolution 
Wednesday asking President 
CHnton to seek congressional 
approval for any invasion of 
Haiti, said the plan “might 
make sense.” 

There was no immediate 
comment from the White 
Home but the U.S. spokes- 
man in Haiti, Stanley Schra- 
ger, dismissed the statement 
Thursday, saying Gen. Ced- 
ras has already reneged on 
one internationally-brokered 
agreement that called for his 
departure. 


Crash kills 47; casts pall over Russian aviation 


MOSCOW (R) — Forty- 
seven people were killed Fri- 
day in Russia’s thud major 
sir disaster this year, casting 
a further pall over the coun- 
try’s troubled aviation indus- 
try. 

The Defence Ministry said 
an Antonov-12, a huge milit- 
ary transport amilar to the 
U.S. Hercules C-130, crashed 
on coming into land at an 
airfield in Siberia, near die 
Chinese border. 

The 39 military personnel, 
two relatives of officers, and 
six crew on board were all 
killed, a ministry spokesman 
said. 

The cause of the crash was 
not yet known, but the Anto- 


nov came down 4.5 
kflometres short of the run- 
way. Torrential rain was 
hampering the investigation. 

The disaster was a further 
blow to Russian aviation, 
which has already been 
shaken by the economic and 
political upheavals of recent 
years and the breakup of the 
Soviet-era monopoly Aerof- 
lot. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said 270 people had been 
killed in air crashes iu Russia 
this year and that the acci- 
dent rate was significant^ 
higher than in other coun- 
tries. 

Two other crashes this 
year, of civilian airliners. 


brought warnings from a 
Western air travel association 
and the U.S. government 
against flying over Russia. 

On Jan. 3 more than 120 
people died when a Tupolev- 
154 belonging to a domestic 
airline plunged into farmland 
near Irkutsk in central Siber- 
ia. 

On March 23 an Airbus 
A-310, on a flight from Mos- 
cow to Hong Kong, crashed 
into a wooded hiUnde near 
Novokuznetsk in western 
Siberia, lulling 70 people. 

Preliminary investigations 
have indicated the pilot 
ignored a warning in the first 
case and in the second the 
crew had let children into the 


cockpit. 

Russian Transport Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Yefimov con- 
ceded in April that air safety 
had become “very weak”. He 
announced new controls to 
be funded by two per cent of 
airline revenues. 

The U.S.-based Interna- 
tional Airline Passengers 
Association warned its mem- 
bers in April mot to fly in or 
over the former Soviet Un- 
ion, citing “overloaded air- 
planes, lack of cockpit disci- 
pline. pilot error, ageing air- 
craft." 

The U.S. embassy in Mos- 
cow said last month that air 
travel in Russia was “unreli- 
able". 


India’s Congress faces 
split over scandal row 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
rating Congress Party, reel- 
ing under an opposition cam- 
paign over the nation's worst 
financial scandal, is also fac- 
ing an internal revolt on the 
issue, politicians said Friday. 

They said Congress de- 
puties, regarded as “Sonia 
loyalists" because of their 
closeness to Rajiv Gandhi's 
Italian-born widow, had 
launched a blistering attack 
against Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao's handling of 
the SI. 28 billion scandal. 

“There’s a fracture," said 
senior politician Jaswant 
Singh, lower house deputy of 
for Hindu nationalist Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party. 

“How serious it is will de- 
pend on how much strain is 
put on the fracture.” Mr. 
Singh told Reuters. 

Some Congress deputies 
dose to the family of Rajiv 
Gandhi, the bead of a politic- 
al dynasty who was assassin- 
ated in 1991. have openly 
criticised Mr. Rao's handling 

of a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) investiga- 
tion into the 1992 scandal. 

"The more dangerous ones 
are engaged in a whisper 
campaign." said Sharad 
Yadav, deputy of the centre- 
left Janata Dal Party. 

Mr. Rao's critics accuse 
him of rejecting the all-party 
JPC's findings to shield 
senior colleagues, including 
Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh, from , criticism. The 
scandal involved brokers and 
bankers diverting funds 
from the market in govern- 
ment securities to the Bom- 
bay Stock Exchange. 

The issue has helped unite 
India's fractious opposition, 
which first paralysed parlia- 
ment then boycotted it over 
its demands for the withdraw- 
al of the “Action Taken Re- 
port" containing the govern- 
ment's response to the JPC 
probe. 

Congress dissent reached a 
flashpoint Tuesday when 
Surinder Singh Ahluwalia. a 
Sikh deputy regarded as a 
Sonia loyalist, accused Man- 


mofaan Singh of harming the 
party by his approach to the 
scandal probe, deputies said. 

They said the finance 
minister had gone to the ex- 
tent of threatening to resign 
following Mr. Ahluwalia’s 
criticism, but was later paci- 
fied by Mr. Rao. 

Junior Interior Minister of 
State Rajesh Pilot, another 
Rajiv loyalist, had earlier 
proposed the resignation of 
all the seven ministers criti- 
cised in the JPC. But this was 
apparently rejected by Mr. 
Rao. deputies said. 

Analysts say the showdown 
with the opposition and the 
chances of an open revolt 
within Congress could force 
Mr. Rao to bold early polls. 

“By holding early polls he 
could take the steam out of 
the Sonia threat." Commun- 
ist lawmaker Saifuddin 
Chowdhury said. “If this 
issue lingers on. she'll be- 
come stronger and might 
then demand a share in pow- 
er." 

The Times of India said 
Mr. Rao may have deliber- 
ately engineered the crisis to 
prepare for early poilS, calcu- 
lating it could put the 
opposition in a quandary. 

“It is possible that the en- 
tire opposition may be walk- 
ing into the trap so skilfully 
laid out for them by the 
astute Mr. Rao." the Times 
said, adding that Novcmbcr- 
December polls would be 
ideal for a Congress victoty. 

"The economy will be at its 
best, with prices tending to ' 
fall thanks to excellent rains, 
and the industrial sector reg- 
istering better growth rate, 
signs of which are already 
visible,” the Times said. 

The reclusive Sonia Gan- 
dhi rarely takes part m Con- 
gress meetings- But she is 
regarded within the party and 
by the opposition as a power- 
ful threat to Mr. Rao’s lead- 
ership. 

A Congress spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the 
claim made by Jaswant Singh 
and other opposition de- 
puties. 


MELBOURNE (R) — Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating, campaigning to 
dump the British monarch as. 
Australia's head of state, said 
Friday that Queen Elizabeth 
and her family oo longer 
commanded the respect and 
affection of Australians. 

Mr. Keating said the Brit- 
ish royal family had been a 
significant element in Austra- 
lia's sense of national cohe- 
sion up to and during the 
1950s. 

“Our bead of state then 
commanded our respect, 
affection and loyalty,” Mr. 
Keating said in a lecture to a 
Melbourne University. 

“But there is no denying 


that the British monarchy no 
longer commands that re- 
spect, affection and loyalty," 
he said. 

Mr. Keating and his 
Labour government launched 
a campaign to turn Australia 
into a republic with an Au- 
stralian head of state last year 
and he hopes a referendum to 
change the constitution can 
be held before year 2000. 

Mr. Keating, dubbed the 
Lizard of Oz by a hostile 
British press* incensed 
monarchists when he put his 
arm around Queen Elizabeth 
during her last visit to Au- 
stralia in 1992. Also during 
the visit, his wife refused to 
curtesy to the queen. 


Keating:British monarchy 
is no longer respected 


Malaysia 

bans 

messianic 

Lslamic 

sect 


KUALA. LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia Friday outlawed a 
radical Islamic sect that has 
grown rich and powerful 
while arousing security con- 
cerns around South East 
Asia. 

A1 Arqam, a mystical Sufi 
sect that believes an Lslamic 
messiah is coming soon be- 
fore a prophesied doomsday, 
can no longer ran its many 
businesses and schools or 
spread its teachings, 
Malaysia’s National Fatwa 
Council Chairman Ahmad 
Tajnddin Abdul Rahman 
told a news conference. 

Hie government and reU-' 
gfous leaders will use a bat- 
tery of laws against the sect 

The ban makes it illegal for 
'Malaysia’s Muslims, about 
half the population of 19 mil- 
lion, to own, print or sell any 
of the group’s literature, 
films, audio cassettes, post- 
ers, advertisements and other 
materials. 

Under the decree, binding 
only on Muslims, A1 Arqam 
will have to shut down its 
more than 200 schools in 
Malaysia. Its businesses can 
no longer cany the sect’s 
logo. A1 Arqam chums assets 
of more than 300 million ring- 
git ($115 million). 

“They can’t stop us from 
holding classes in our homes 
or muter a tree. They can’t 
stop us from reciting the 
Koran," an A1 Arqam 
spokesman said. 

A lawyer for the group 
filed a defamation suit Friday 
-against the director of the 
Islamic Centre, the govern- 
ment’s division of Islamic 
affairs. 

The suit in part alleges that 
the Islamic Centre falsely ac- 
cused the groupof maintain- 
ing an army in Thailand. The 
spokesman said A1 Arqam 
would probably file another 
suit soon challenging the 
legality of the ban. 

Malaysian Prime M i ni ster 
Mahathir Mohammad told 
reporters Friday that the 
group was actually planning 
to use force but had never 
started an army. 

“They did advocate some 
form of military action. They 
didn’t actually get down to 
setting up this army of theirs 
but they have a pamphlet 
which said that at some stage 
we need some kind of force 
to achieve our target. That is 
what we are re fe rri n g to,’’ 
Mr. Mahathir told reporters. 

Mr. Mahathir said that 
while he did not view A1 
Arqam as a political threat, 
he opposed their teaching of 
a deviant version of Islam. 

“We are not afraid of them 
as it is made out but it is 
important that people espe- 
cially children do not grow up 
with that kind of understand- 
ing of Islam." be added. 

Malaysia began a public 
campaign against the sect two 
months ago, saying it was 
training several hundred 
suicide warriors in Bangkok. 
Thailand has denied the 
claim. 

The National Fatwa Coun- 
cil, a group of Islamic scho- 
lars appointed by the king, 
listed a dozen reasons why 
the group should be banned. 


Key suspect held in Bombay blasts; 
Pakistani involvement alleged 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- clear to the world at large tial interrogation of Mr. 
dia announced the arrest Fri- how Pakistan has been mak- Memon had led federal de- 
day of a key suspect in the ing concerted efforts to ere- tectives to the conclusion that 
March 1993 Bombay bomb- ate terror and destabilisation Ibrahim, who is alleged to 
ings and claimed to have in our country," the minister control a vast criminal empire 
“irrefutable” proof of Pakis- said. in Bombay from a safe haven 

tan's involvement in the The documents seized in the Gulf, was now in Patric- 


ian's involvement in the The documents seized 
blasts which killed 317 peo- from Mr. Memon included 
pie. Pakistani passports and other 

Home Minister Shankar- identification papers of the 
rao Chavan said in parlia- suspect and his family merri- 
ment that documents seized bers," Mr. Chavan said, 
from Yakub Abdul Razak Mr. Memon, a Bombay 

Memon also showed that gangster, was whisked away 

Bombay organised crime to a military interrogation 
chief, Dawood Ibrahim, centre here for questioning, 
alleged mastermind behind Central Bureau of Investiga- 
te bombings, was now in tion (CBI) sources said. 
Pakistan. The home minister de- 

i'i; scribed Mr. Mem on’s arrest 

35 a " ma i or breakthrough” in 
!w»rtf" S n? p^tfctan ,, 7^ C ^ Ula r C the investigation into the 

Snh^ P lL C_ March 12 ’ 1993 blasts which 

left 317 people dead and 


1/ peopi 
1,000 inju 


.v, M/Miumjp. tnc , eft 3 17 people dead and 

world 8 worn urban . erroris! ^ h bIS 

Memon here Fnda,. Mr® a!: ^' i ; al . India ' ! commerd:l1 

vai1 sa ’ < *’ “The success of the secur- 

“The government now has ity agencies in making this 
direct evidence of Pakistani important breakthrough de- 
involvement in (the) Bombay' serves the appreciation in the 
blasts..." he said, adding that marter.” Mr. Chavan told 
India would renew efforts at jubilant MPs from Prime 
international forums to have Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Pakistan declared a “terrorist Raoa's ruling Congress (I) 
state.” Party. 

“Now at least it should be The home minister said ini- 


in Bombay from a safe haven 
in the Gulf, was now in Pakis- 
tan. 

Mr. Chavan also said the 
CBI would seize all Ibrahim's 
Indian property and that New 
Delhi had earlier initiated 
measures to extradite him 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Pakistan Friday rejected 
Indian allegations of involve- 
ment in the Bombay bomb- 
ings last year, blaming New 
Delhi for hiding connections 
between Indian politicians 
and organised crime. 

A foreign office spokes- 
man here told AFP that the 
latest Indian statement was 
“merely a recycling of the 
rejected and worn-out 
accusations against Pakis- 
tan.” 

The “Indian design to 
malign Pakistan is to hide the 
connection between promin- 
ent Indian politicians and cri- 
minal mafia operating in ma- 
jor cities like Bombay," he 
said. 







Newsmen for Malaysia’s controversial AI Arqam messianic 
Mamie sect rest against a no-parking sign outride the Kuala 
Lumpur High Court ( AFP photo) 

IRA close to announcing 
ceasefire, experts say 


BELFAST (R) — The guer- 
rilla Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) may be on the verge of 
announcing a ceasefire in its 
war to push Britain from 
Northern Ireland, govern- 
ment and Republican sources 
said Friday. 

The IRA’s political wing 
Sinn Fein has been sending 
ever-stronger messages about 
a trace over the past week, 
the latest Wednesday from its 
president, Gerry Adams, 
saying he had “guarded 
optimism” about possibilities 
forpeace. 

Toe IRA has also been 
issuing vague messages inter- 
preted as hints about a cease- 

It is now 25 years since 
Britain ordered troops onto 
the streets of Northern Ire- 
land to combat an upsurge of 
sectarian violence, pitting ex- 
tremists from Catholic 
Nationalist and Protestant 
loyalist communities. 

“It is understood that 
senior IRA members believe 
conditions are almost right 
for a cessation of violence 
which would have to be long 
enough to permit political 
movement,” Belfast’s Irish 
News Nationalist newspaper 
reported Friday. 

“It is time for the IRA to 
deliver,” it added in a com- 
mentary, saying. to raise false 
hopes would be a “crime". 

Both the British and Irish 
governments have stressed 
repeatedly that a temporary 
IRA ceasefire would not be 
enough. 

Sinn Fein last month vir- 
tually- rejected the so-called 
Downing Street Declaration, 
in which the British and Irish 
governments offered Sinn 
Fein a place at negotiations 
with them and the main 
Northern Ireland political 
parties. 

In return, the IRA would 
have to lay down arms per- 
manently. Sinn Fein says all 


rides have to declare a cease- 
fire first. 

An Irish government 
spokesman said the answer to 
.that was dear: “Don’t even 
think about a temporary 
ceasefire. That will not get 
them to the table. They 
should go for it.” he said. 

“They can put pressure on 
everyone else by putting their 
cards on the table and saying 
ffs over’." 

Sinn Fein and the British 
and Irish government sources 
all say contacts are happening 
at some level between them, 
but will not say at what level. 

“Since the peace process 
was announced there has 
been protracted conversation 
between die Sinn Fein and 
the British government,” 
Gerry Adams told a debate in 
Dublin last week. 

The last ERA ceasefire, in 
April, lasted three days. Be- 
fore that it had not declared a 
ceasefire since 1975. 

Sinn Fein had hinted that 
the April ceasefire would be 
lengthened if Britain used it 
to make contact and answer 
questions about the Downing 
Street declaration. 

Britain refused, sticking to 
its demands for a permanent 
end to violence, and the ceas- 
efire expired. 

Protestant extremist guer- 
rilla groups say they would 
lay down their arms if the 
IRA did. 

“We would welcome the 
opportunity,” a spokesman 
for the outlawed Ulster 
Volunteer Force, which is 
committed to keeping North- 
ern Ireland British, told Ren- 
ters. 

Just a month ago Mr. 
Adams was completely dis- 
missing any possibility of a 
ceasefire. “Present intense 
speculation about the possi- 
bility of an IRA ceasefire in 
this dimate is unhelpful and 
wholly misinformed,” be said 
on July 6. 


Lawmakers attack White 
House Whitewater actions 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Former presidential consul 
Beraar Nussbaum was handi- 
ly rebuked by Senators prob- 
ing the Whitewater affair for 
meddling with a top official's 
effort to remove himself from 
the investigation. 

“I think you have crossed 
the line,” Senator Donald 
Riegte told Mr. Nussbaum, 
who resigned his White 
House post early on this year 
amid criticism for his hand- 
ling of Whitewater. 

Mr. Nussbaum on Feb. 2 
questioned Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Roger Altman’s 
decision to rescue himself 
from die investigation into 
the failed Arkansas Whitewa- 
ter land development and 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan, and their links to 
President Bill Clinton and Ins 
wife, Hillar y 

Mr. Altman has been a 
dose friend of President Clin- 
ton since their college years. 

A special counsel is frying 
to determine if Whitewater 
funds, which included invest- 
ments by the Clintons, were 
diverted to Madison, and if 
Madison money was chan- 
nelled to Clinton’s campaign 
coffers when he was Gov- 
ernor of Arkansas. 

The Senate Banking Com- 
mittee hearings focus on the 
role White House personnel, 
incindina; Mr. Altman, play- 
ed in asking the Justice De- 
partment about the investiga- 
tions of Madison, which was 
headed by a friend and busi- 
ness associate of the Clin- 
tons. 


The Clintons have denied 
any wrongdoing and no 
charges have been brought 
against them. Independent 
investigators have conducted 
White House personnel com- 
mitted no wrong-doing. 

“I did not urge Robert Alt- 
man to stay in the case. I 
asked him to consider 
whether he had a legal 
obligation to do so. A public 
official has a duty to do his nr 
her duty,” Mr. Nussbaum 
told Sen. Riegle, a Democrat 
member of the Senate Bank- 
ing Committee. 

Mr. Altman decided to 
stay on after Mr. Nussbaum 
spoke on him, but rescued 
hnn self from the investiga- 
tion three weeks later. Mr. 
Nussbaum said Mr. Altman’s 
decision was his alone to 
make. 

“I think you had mj right 
whatsoever to inject yourself 
in any way, shape or form... I 
think he (Altman) felt the 
pressure and I thmk be re- 
sponded to that pressure 
Sen. Riegle told Mr. Nus^ 
baum. 

The heated exchange came 

in the 14th hour of & hear- 
ing, in which legislators tried 
to determine whether the 
White House violated anv 
laws or ethics. 

Exchanges with other top 
administration officials — in- 
cluding Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Beutsen and close 
Clinton adviser George 
Stephanopouios — also be- 
came testy during hours of 
grilling. 


Jacksons to give toys 
to Hungarian kids 

BUDAPEST (R) — Michael 
Jackson and his wife Lisa 
Marie Presley Jackson will 
distribute toys to sick drQ- 
dren in a Hungarian hospital 
Saturday, the pop star’s 
mp j ff ynan Lee Setters said. 
Friday. The 35-year-old an- 
ger will arrive In Hungary 
Friday to shoot a video that 
will feature him as a freedom 
fighter helping to liberate 


Easte rn Europe from Soviet 
occupation, .Mr. Solar told Reu- 
ters. The Jacksons are ex- 
pected to leave Hungary Sun- 
day. It will be the Jacksons’ 
first trip abroad together 
■since Monday, when Presley 
revealed that they had mar- 
ried secretly in the Domini- 
can Republic several months 
before, Mr. Solters said. Pre- 
sley, who has two children 
■ from her first marriage, is the 
daughter of rock legened 
Elvis Presley. Jackson and 
Presley will distribute the 
toys on behalf of Jackson’s 
Heal the Children Foundation. 

Vietnam captures/ 

2nd new deer 
species 

HANOI (AFP) — Viet- 
namese forestry officials are * 
caring for a second deer be- 
longing to a newly discovered 
species that despite its small 
size and drab markings is 
being hailed as one of the 
zoological finds of file cen- 
tury. The infant “Vu Quang 
Ox,” which looks much like a 
■email deer, was found in a 
national forest southwest of 
Hanoi is only the second live 
specimen located by biolog- 
ists, the Vietnam News 
Agency reported. The two- 
year-old female pseudoryx 
p g hetinensis is being looked 
after in Ha Tinh province. 

The first Vu Quang Ox in 
captivity which was saved 
from the h§nds of animal 
traffickers in May and now 
resides amid much attention 
in a biological park in Hanoi. 
Experts from London Zoo 
are helping to look after the 
animal, one of the few new 
mammal species to be disco- 
vered this cenmry, and have 
worked out a special diet of 
more than 60 different plants. * 
With a brown coat with white 
markings on its elongated 
head, short horns and a dark 
brown strip down its bade, 
die ox is not modi to look at 
but zoologists are “paying 
great attention to its welfare" 
and fiie first ox has already it 
gained several kilogrammes 
in captivity, the news agency 
said. 

2 men make off 
with $5.4m at 
bank’s parking 

TOKYO (AP) — In Japan’s 
biggest robbery ever involv- 
ing a bank, two men seized 
541 million yen ($5.4 million) 
Friday from bank empjyees 
in a busy area of the western 
city of Kobe. The midday 
heist was top news in relative- 
ly crime-free Japan. Accord- 
ing to police, the men struck 
as three bank employees 
were transporting the cash in 
three metal cases from a 
Fukutoku Bank branch to a 
van for transport. One erf the 
robbers brandished a pistol at 
the employees and forced 
them into the van. The rob- 
bers then seized die cases and 
drove off in their own van. 

The previous record for a 
robbery involving a bank was 
set on Nov. 25, 1986, when 
three men attacked a cash 
delivery vehicle in Tokyo and 
stole 333 million yen ($33 
million) worth of cash and 
checks, the National Police 
Agency said. A police 
spokesman in Kobe, speak- 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity, arid both robbers wore £ 
identical gray work unifo rms " 
but one wore sunglasses and 
the otheT had a white ban- 
dage on his face. The rob- 
bers’ vehicle was later found 
on a road about 2 kilometres 
(1 Va miles) from the bank 
branch. 

Prolific vicar 
writes his way 
into record books 

LONDON (R) — A British 
vicar Friday wrote himself 
into the Guinness Book of 
Records by pounding out 
16,000 worts non-stop — and 
he was still going strong with- 
out any sign of writer’s 
cramp. Lionel Fanthorpe, 59, 
broke the record on his com- 
puter after almost 24 boors of 
non-stop creation at a library 
in the Welsh city of Cardiff- 
The title of tils Magnum 
Opus was suitably ecclesias- 
tical: Thoughts And Prayers 
On Favourite Biblical Texts. 
Library Manager Richard 
Phillips, sitting alongside the 4 
prolific author who has’ 
already written more than 
200 books, said: “He is really 
getting into his stride. 
There’s still no sign of hhn 
getting writer’s cramp. 
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Breaking the logjam 


IT IS becoming dearer by the day that real 
progress on the Syrian-Israeli peace track hinges 
on Israeli commitment to withdraw from the 
occ::j?: 2 d Golan Heights. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Raimi has been 
5i!3g£s::ag that Syrian President Hafez Assad 
take an initiative that would mellow down Israeli 
public opinion in favour of complete peace in 
return for full Israeli withdrawal from the 
Heights. Since Syria is the disadvantaged party it 
is up to Israel to mak e the first move. If Mr. 
Rabin has difficulties with his own c o ns ti tuency 
with regard to withdrawal from the Heights, it 
remains his own and not the Syrians’. It can be 
appreciated, however, that Israeli public opinion 
needs to be cultivated in favour of just peace with 
Damascus. There is no doubt that Syria knows 
this and fully appreciates the public sentiment 
factor in the Israeli body politic and has been 
sending signals to this effect. The Syrian lead- 
ership comprehends that the Labour Party in 
Israel is facing stiff opposition from the right 
wing parties and the settler movement over 
Labour’s willingness to strike a complete peace 
deal with Syria. The Israeli people have over the 
years become accustomed to believing that the 
Golan Heights were very essential to their 
security. This falacy has been propagated by 
both Israeli left and right. Now that the Labour 
leadership has found itself trapped by its own 
false claims, what is needed perhaps is nmtnri 
steps by both sides, Israel and Syria, and notone 
taken by Syria alone as Mr. Rabin proposes. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
will be visiting the area once again this week in 
another bid to breaking the logjam on the 
Syrian-Israeli front. Should he succeed in con- 
vincing both parties to simultaneous declarations 
pledging full Israeli withdrawal in return for a 
complete peace treaty with Syria, he would 
probably assure progress on that track. 

No one knows for sure what Mr. Christopher 
has up his sleeves this time. Yet one tiring is sore: 
Witiroat a dear Israeli commitment to full 
withdrawal from the Heights, the Syrian side 
could not be expected to nudge on its negotiation 
track with Israel. The success on the Palestinian 
and Jordanian fronts most have its effect on the 
Syrians. However, Washington knows quite well 
the Syrian pyscbology on peace in the Middle 
East. If advancement is to be expected on that 
track. Mr. Rabin has got to make the first move 
and take his risk with his people. Once that giant 
step is taken, Mr. Rabin can count on Syria 
making sufficient followup moves to vindicate his 
gamble for peace in the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


I'N THE view of a guest columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily, 
ifii: rfste of peace between Israel and the Arab states has 
-"JvJ and a state of war has started. Despite the three wars 
^ in the past 46 years the Arabs and Israel were 
' >. i o': r?saca or a truce which has now ended 
:v.y :t:cns '.hrt mark the beginning of the 
: ; - :i‘. .«»urs relations, said Abdnl Rahim 

i Sic wnicr. a former health minister, said that it is 
regrettable to say that through the past years the Arab 
states that are now entering the battle with Israel have 
failed to prepare themselves for it, rendering the Arab 
Nation in a weak situation, unable to play any winning 
cards. The writer said that the Arabs will face major 
challenges represented first by the coming 21st century with 
ail that it entails of expectations and hidden requirements 
and surprises, second oy the Israeli goods which are bound 
io compete strongly with Arab products and thirdly by the 
nature of the negotiations with the Israelis, which the 
writer said would be complicated and could cany much 
frustration for the Arabs. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dust our called on the government 
to seek Parliament’s approval of the Washington Declara- 
tion and pave the way for constructive dialogue that would 
safeguard the nation's democratic rule and interests. Taber 
Adwan said that the government and Parliament are bound 
to discuss this issue and it is better for them to do that as 
early as possible so that many of the misgivings can be 
removed and democracy can take its course in a sound 
manner. The writer said that the government should 
prepare the country for the coming stage of peace wil 
Israel and involve the public in a serious discussion of the 
responsibilities before the nation. If the Israelis had the 
! courage to convene a special parliament session and voice 
government in this matter, it is more 
a iiosi the Jordanians to follow the example since 
wife is a question o i destiny and of serious concern to the 
public, said the writer. The present set up in parliament, 
added the writer, can ensure an easy victory for the 
government's views in this affair and therefore the sooner a 
debate of his question takes place, the better for the whole 
country. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Kdfautf 


Democracy at work 


THE MOST significant event on the internal political front 
after the issuance of the Washington Declaration on July 25 
was the reaffirmation by the Islamic movement that while it 
might not like the Arab-Israeli peace process and is 
committed to opposing the peace moves, it would confine 


itself to die Jordanian Constitution and democratic means 
to express its stand. 

The reaffirmation came during a i 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan held with several Lower 
House of Parliament members representing the Islamic - 
Action Front (IAF) and independent deputies at the Royal 
Palace. 


As those who attended the meeting affirm, it was an 
open and straightfor w ard dialogue where the IAF deputies, 
exercising their democratic right, dearly stated their 
rejection of the peace process and complained of what they 
saw as a government crackdown on opposition. They were 
particularly peeved by the questioning by state prosecutors 
of five or six IAF deputies over charges that their Friday 
sermons harmed national security and slandered the 
Armed Forces. The IAF version was that exempts from the 
sermons were "taken out of context and misinterpreted.” 
However, there cannot be any denial of the fact not all of 
them were treated that way since we’ve had enough, 
experience of preachers gettin g carried away wide on the 
pulpit and indulging in open political debate and rhetoric 
from the House of God. But men it is not a useful e xerci se 
for anyone of us to engage in a point-by-point debate of 
what the deputies/preacbers say during Friday prayers and 
what they mean since we would not be Able to reach 
anywhere. It is the realm of the law enforcement agencies 
to decide whether tiie preachers broke the code of conduct 
and went too far pushing their anti-peace process cam- 
paign. 


Particularly emphasised during the meeting was that it 
will not be accepted to see mosques being turned into 
political forums and Friday sermons turned into opportuni- 
ties for one or another political party to address consti- 
tuents. 

On the broader front of our democracy, the fact also 
remains tint other political parties are upset that is unfair 
that they do not have such an advantage of getting into 
contacts with large gatherings of constituents such as niday 
prayers. 

The net image that many Jordanians got from the Crown 


Prince’s audience with the Islamists, which was also 
attended by three key Cabinet ministers, was dear: The 
Qown Prince, by e ng a ging opposition in a c on s tru c ti ve and 
positive dialogue, secured a dear reaffirmation of the 
Islamists’ commitment to tire values that preserve t he fabri c 
of the Jordanian society and the fundamental principles 
that could not be and should not be violated no matter 
what. 

The meeting at the Royal Palace bad its ups mid downs, 
and it was dear that there was a distinct difference in 
viewpoints of the two sides to the dialogue as far as the 

peace process was concerned. But what was established 
beyond any reasonable doubt was that the Islamic Action 
Front remained committed to the constitutional means 
available to it to express its positions and would not 
undertake any action that would undermine security or 
indulge in inciting political rhetoric in mosques. What was 
more interesting was that the IAF deputies held a wider 
meeting with their colleagues- and supporters after the 
Royal Palace encounter and decided on ways and means to 
ensure that the pledges they undertook during the audience 
with the Crown Fnnoe are honoured. 

Also reviewed during the IAF meeting were hardline 
calls for a "mass resignation’* of the 16 Mmnwt deputies in 
Parhamem on grounds that the group would not want to be 
part of a legislature that endorses peace with Israel. Bat the 
moderate line prevailed and it was decided that such a 
course of action could be considered only if “all other 
democratic means of op p o si t i on" were exhausted. 

Overall, the net practical outcome of the dialogue was 
very comforting and bodes well for Jordan’s national 
security and stability and in line with the democracy that we 
all enjoy. After all, no matter how one pats it, the Islamists 
are a core component at oar society and have grassroots 
support. Their positions carry weigbt. 

However, there are a few pitfalls that all sides of the 
political spectrum should understand and appreciate. The 
Islamists believe that there is a “third school” of dunking in 
Jordan seeking to benefit from a confrontation between the 
country’s leadership and the Islamists. 


K rtracT without editing mid patch-up, the idea that the 
^^^SteSr^nmitted to prote«mgnatiwal 

«o democratic me ^ « » TO thei 

views would not have needed any r ^® rmat “SL ¥ , . 



”££5% tt**TZ* poUtical capital at fc 
££nense of Islamists but also extremirtelemcnts seeking 
SSo^ndemrfM security and stabflrt* m the ran* <3 

Islam. 


The Islamists have a very dear 



these remain very much within .. 

Jtirdaman social and political fabric as it exBtedsnce the 
establishment of the Kingdom more than 70 years ago. 


It will be no exaggeration to say that the Islamic Action 
Front is one of the few political parties in the Kmgdom 
which knows what it is doing. There is a romimtmentto 




parties that have sprung up in tne may uhhju». 

We have to see Jordan’s Islamists distinctly separate 
from similar parties or groups elsewhere m the Arab 
World. Here in this country they have mana^ to came 
forward and consolidate political ground through thebauot 
box. They are not exactly very anxious to abandon fee 
hardwon political gains and legislative dout and embrace 
rhetoric-based actions that would not bode well tor their 
political future. Their help could be easily counted upon to 
counter groups that draw their ideologies from theirown, 
albeit misled, interpretations of Islam mid Islamic teachings 
and engage in actions that are detrimental to national 
security and stability as well as our democracy. 


We all saw the television footage of the audience and the 
dialogue. But someone, so mewh e re was overenthnsiastic 
and decided that not all the comments made by the IAF 
deputies were for the public ears. The result was a badly 
edited patch-op of the meeting that was actually aired. IAF 
deputies say mat it the total footage of the meeting was 


Notwithstanding whether one agrees with its political 
ideologies and religions approach to political issues, the 
presence of such a vibrant political group as the Islamic 
Action Front among us should be a source of pride and 
admiration for us, grudging as those sentiments might be 
for some of us. 

Over and beyond everything else, it proves to the world 
that what we have here is not me mysterious 99.99 per cent 
support phenomenon that are so typical of tire regimes in 
our region. 


HIGH 

TEMpERfluRE 

TODAy.... 


M.KAHIL 



Back to Baghdad dealmakers gear up 


By Caryle Murphy 
BAGHDAD — This isolated 
city has not heard so many 
foreign accents in a long 
time. 

Four dozen Frenchmen led 
the way, streaming into 
Baghdad in two separate de- 
legations peppered with 
corporate honcho s\ 
Japanese, Italian and Spanish 
businessmen also showed up 
in the past month or so, as 
did a German parliamentary 
delegation, a Pakistani avia- 
tion official and a Chinese 
deputy foreign minister. 

The visits, along with an 
increasing number of trips 
abroad by senior Iraqi offi- 
cials, are the most illustrative 
demonstration of the waning 
international wil] to maintain 
United Nations trade sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait nearly four 
years ago. 

Most of those who arrived 
came to “prospect" as a 
Frenc h man put it, for deals 
once sanctions are lifted. 

Even the U.S. interests 
section in Baghdad, run by 
the Polish embassy, is field- 
ing calls from Americans in- 
quiring about the risks of 
visiting here. 

“They say: “We got this 


invitation to visit from the 
Iraqi government," a source 
said, “and the first question 
they ask is: “Will they kill us 
if we come?” 

The company officials are 
informed that the Iraqis will 
not kill them; but that the 
U.S. government may prose- 
cure them since travel to Iraq 
on U.S. passports is res- 
tricted. Some U.S. com- 
panies are said to be getting 
around this by having Iraqi 
visas stamped on pieces of 
paper, meeting Irani officials 
in Jordan or sending uon- 
U.S. employees to Baghdad. 

Diplomats here and U-N. 
officials say say they expect 
no significant changes in the 
sanction regime ana predict 
the ban on Iraqi oil sales will 
continue until at least early 
next year. 

Still, the international 
mood appears to have shifted 
to one of anticipation that the 
sanctions are nearing an end. 

“There is no doubt that 
there is a trend in favour of 
Iraq” said a senior diplomat 
here from a country that 
fought as part of the U.S.-led 
allied force against Iraq in 
1991 Gulf war. 

“It’s bound to lead to some 
relaxation or a kind of infor- 


mal infringement of sanc- 
tions,” he said. “It’s. an ero- 
sion, because sanctions arc 
affecting other people.” 

That “erosion” first broke 
into the open during a sanc- 
tions review m March when 
such countries as France, 
China and Russia wanted a 
public statement recognising 
wbat Iraq had done to comp- 
ly with U.N. demands. The 
United States blocked such a 
statement. 

Since then, the waning of 
support for sanctions has 
been appare n t in other ways. 
Turkey negotiated a deal 
with Baghdad to repair their 
joint oil pipeline, which has 
been dosed since August 
1990. The project, which will 
be the fust legal sale of Iraqi 
oil in almost four years, is 
expected to be approved by 
the Security Coundl this 
month if remaining problems 
are worked out, Iraqi and 
other sources here said. 

In another development, 
Pakistan has asked the Secur- 
ity Council’s sanctions com- 
mittee for permission to 
operate a weekly flight to 
Baghdad to ferry its Muslim 
pilgrims to Iraqi holy places. 
So far, the United Nations 
has not responded, a di- 


plomatic source here said. 

Russia has asked to be 
allowed to restart work on a 
power plant that was being 
built when sanctions were im- 
posed. That request was de- 
nied. 

Diplomats and other Western 
observers here said financial and 
strategic factors, more than 
the sufferings of the Iraqi 
people, had led to diminished 
support for sanctions. 

Helping Iraq rebuild will 
mean huge contracts for in- 
ternational companies. In 
addition, Iraq cannot begin 
repaying its prewar foreign 
debt of some S70 billion, or 
claims for compensation aris- 
ing from the war, until it can 
again sell oil. 

Others argue it is time to 
admit that the “hidden agen- 
da” of the sanctions has 
failed. 

“If you look underneath at 
what was the real purpose of 
the sanctions, it was to get rid 
of Saddam Hussein ana then, 
from one moment to another. 
Iraq will become a democra- 
cy,’ said a senior diplomat 
here whose country also sup- 
ported the U.S.-led coalition. 


International Herald Tri- 
bune, 


LETTERS 


The language of peace 


To the Editor: 


ITS SUCH a special chapter in our life as Jordanians when 
we replace war by peace as a guiding policy for our life. 

Why don’t we admit that we (fid badly during the state of 
war with Israel? This was most expected from a nation 
whose language was that of a peace and love and not of 
violence and hatred. Tie history of the achievements of the 
Arab Nation reflects this reality. No wonder the Arabs 
excelled in medicine, art, literature and not in power 
politics or in war related inventions. A people who were 
and still good in healing wounds rather than creating them, 
most probably , will excel! in a state of peace than m a state 
of war. 

I do find it difficult to apprehend the attitude of those 
opposing peace. Are they afraid of accepting a situation 
where no more the shortcomings can be justified by 
political excuses? I can easily conclude that opposers of 
peace have no faith in die Jordanian people. It’s quite 
logical that peace will bring prosperity only when we 
upgrade our performance to be able to compete. It’s true 
we should have been prepared for this new stage yet, 
unfortunately we cannot afford to continue in the no-war- 
no-peace state when our potentials were wasted due to the 

this countr^We havebmhto nradji^^mclv«to^wce 
and reconsider our economic behaviour to enable us to 


compete by moving fr o m being mere consumers towards 
saving, investing and producing. 

We, proponents of peace, are staunch believers that the 
achievements of Jordan during the difficult times when 
Jordan became one of the newly industrialised countries 
producing goods receiving credibility in highly developed 
countries with only continue with the forthcoming con- 
tinuous stability which is a fertile soil needed to achieve 
more progress and development. 

The two positive factors of peace and resumption of 
democracy in Jordan will ensure that all the segments of 
tins society are protected and given equal opportunities to 
learn and perfonn when the money dedicated for military 
expenditures will be directed towards achieving hundred 
per cent literacy and employment. 

Depending on the will and the determination of a united 
Jordanian society and on the international community to 
prevent any more a gg ression through effective collective 
security, it's beyond any doubts that Jordanians with then- 
natural language of peace will communicate successfully 
with all Arab neighbours and prove that peaceful coexist- 
ence is much more beneficial for this society than the 
unusual language of war and violence. 


MadHne Manuel Mentzhagopian, 
Amman . 


id workers 


under threat in 


Bosnia 


By Harriet Martin 

Reuter 


ZENICA, Bosnia — The 
MosIim^Croat ' Federation 
may be slowly turning cen- 
tral Bosnia from a land of 
war into a place of peace, 
but foreign aid workers are 
still leading dangerous 
lives, international relief 


sources say. 

According to one aid offi- 
cial, it is only a matter of 
time before another inci- 
dent like that in which a 
British aid worker was mur- 
dered in January takes 
place. 

Paul Good all, a 35-year- 
old driver for the British 
Overseas Development 
Administration, was killed 
by gunmen on a river bank 
just outside the town of 
Zenica on January 27. 

In March, Muslims and 
Croats ended a year of bit- 
ter war in central Bosnia 
and agreed to form a fed- 
eration, but among the 
fighters a legacy of resent- 
ment and lawlessness re- 


mains. 

Armed incidents against 
international staff are still 
common. In the last month 
there has been a hijacking 
at gunpoint, two armed 
break-ins and a spate of 
armed threats. 

On June 13 four staff of 
the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) were 
forced at gunpoint to lie 
face down in the mud after 
two armed men, one in 
military uniform, flagged 
them down, dragged them 
out of their white-painted 
jeep and stole the vehicle. 

The incident took place 
500 metres short of a Un- 
ited Nations checkpoint be- 
tween Kiseljak and Visoko, 
some 40 km west of 
Sarajevo. 

This was the sixth vehicle 
that the IRC, which runs 
the largest non-government 
aid programme in central 
Bosnia, had hijacked since 
January 1993. 

Todd Cleaver, head of 
the IRC office in Zenica 
said: "You might expect 
after six hijackings to have 
someone killed. All I can 
say is we’ve been very 
lucky, nothing else.” 

Four qf the stolen IRC 
vehicles were recovered. In 
the latest incident the local 
civilian police traced the 
vehicle and returned it 
with nothing stolen, within 
two hours. 

Now the U.N. High 

terete 

agency in the region, 
advises aid workers travell- 

HfifSIfc.tte Croat-con- 
trolled Kiseljak region to go 

EiS*” ? vchicles w with a 
local police escort 


Mark Cutts, acting head 
of the UNHCR's lenica 

f “ id; “ We frying 
to avoid any non-essential 


government through the 
Kiseljak pocket or travell- 
ing in a single vehicle after 
dark.” , 

The night before the IRC 
hijacking, two international 
staff from Medians Sans 
Frontieres Holland (MSF- 
H) had their house broken 
into by a young man with 
machine-gun. 

He escaped with cash, 
radio equipment and com- 
pact discs. During a 40- 
minute ordeal the gunman 
directly threatening Paul 
Caney, MSF-H’s logistics 
officer. 

“I was awakened by a 
crash in the kitchen. When 
I went downstairs be con- 
fronted me, cocking his 
weapon to let me know be 
was serious. He came up- 
stairs, he kept jabbing me 
in the chest with his gun, 
fording me from room to 
room, demanding money,” 
Mr. Caney said. 

MSF Holland was the 
only non-governmental 
organisation living in the 
Kiseljak area, which has an 
increasing reputation for 
Croat extremism after die- 
vast majority of the Muslim 
population fled in the 
Croat-Muslim war. 

Josip Marie, chief of the 
Kiseljak civil police, said: 
“We're doing everything 
we can to protect interna- 
tional staff. It's not right to 
draw some hard conclusions 
about Kiseljak from these 
incidents. Everywhere in 
the world such things are 
happening.” 

Three weeks after the 
first incident, the MSF-H 
base was broken into again, 4® 
prompting the staff to move 
to the U.N. base in 
Kiseljak. 

But break-ins at the 
homes of international aid 
staff are not uncommon in 
Zenica, and several orga- 
nisations now employ 
armed guards to protect 
their houses at night. 

There have also been in- 
creasing numbers of inci- 
dents involving foreign Isla- 
mic extremists, known 
locally as “the muj” (mu- 
jahideen), in the Zenica 
area. 

In May, one international 
aid worker looking for 
accommodation in an area 
where many mujahideen 
live, was asked by one of 
them if he was a Mnisim- 

When he said no, the 
man warned him not to 
move there, indicating by 
passing his finger across his 
throat that he would be 
killed if he did. 

In June, a British U.N- 
driver had a pistol put to his 
head by an extremist while 
he was waiting outside a 
hotel in Zenica. 

“It’s not a question- of 
whether something, will 
happen, it’s a question of 
when.” the IRCs Cleaver 
said. 
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Aqaba to host meeting 


(CoottBKd Cram page 1) 


countries. The linkage also 
will fonlfrafP communication 
between the two govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami said the cros- 
sing’s opening was important 
as practical implementation 
of the Washington Declara- 
tion and as an expression of 
“the contact between the two 
countries.” 

“Although only tourists 
wiH cross for now, we hope 
that in a short time Israelis 
and Jordanians wiB also be 
able to visit both countries,” 
Mr. Ben-Ami said. 

On Thursday, army en- 
gineers detonated about 30 
mines on the frontier to clear 
the way for construction of 
temporary passport and cus- 
toms terminals. 

Engineers have also begun 
laying the pavement for a 
road to the new crossing 
point. 

Israeli-JordaniaD negotiat- 
ing teams also are discussing 
cooperation on transport ana 
aviation. 

Meanwhile, the King re- 
ceived more cables of support 
from Jordanian members of 
jwrfiaip en^ politicians, uni on 

leaders and historians for his 
moves toward peace with 
Israel and a just, durable and 
compr e h ensive settlement of 
tile Arab-IsraeK conflict. 

The four-member A1 


Ikbwa (brotherhood) bloc in 
Parliament, which groups 
Tawfiq Kreishan, Nader A1 
Dheirat, Salem Zawaideh 
and AH A1 Shatti, sent a 
cable expressing their full 
confidence and Jhat of their 
constituents in King Hussein 
and supporting his moves to 
restore Jordan’s national 
rights. 

The cable raised to 51 the 
number of deputies in the 
80-seat parliament to express 
their total support for the 
King’s moves for peace. 

The King also received 
cables of support from the 

Jordan Popular Unity Party 

(Unionists) led by Talal 
Ramahi, the Genera] Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Trade Un- 
ions, and historian Rinad 
Ayyad A1 Khatib, advisor to 
the Arab Historians Union. 

Mr. Khatib ’s cable said the 
King’s moves “warrant that 
we, the historians of the Arab 
Nation, consider the 
Washington Declaration as a 
document to be added to 
“your long straggle to advance 
the status of the Arab Na- 
tion.” 

South Shnneh residents 
held a ceremony on Thursday 
in support of the King's 
efforts. Speakers at the event 
included Governor Moham- 
mad A1 Subeihat, Upper 
House of Parliament Mem- 
ber Ahmad A1 Adwan and 
representatives of Fuheis, 
Salt, Karameh and South 
Shuneb. 


Christopher sees new signs 


(Coathmed from page 1) 


impasse between the two 
countries after talks were sus- 
pended in February. 

Syria, where the U.S. en- 
voy goes on Sunday, wants 
Israel to pledge complete 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which it has occu- 
pied since 1967, while Israel 
wants a commitment to total 


peace. 

But under the new formula 
Syria would not have to agree 
an immediate exchange of 
ambassadors and Israel 
would not have to commit 
ftsdf initially to a total with- 
drawal from the heights. 

“For the moment these are 
just general ideas and no w we 
love to fix the stages and that 
is of course the hardest issue 
because eat* side wants to 
get something for them- 
selves," tiie Israeli official 
said. 

Israeli Ambassador to the 
United States Itamar Rabino- 
vich told Israeli Radio Friday 
there had been ‘‘progress in 
the talks with the Syrians and 
they will make a decision 
very soon. They understand 


that the geo-political situa- 
tion has changed.” 

A state-run Syrian news- 
paper Friday praised remarks 
by U.S. President Clinton in 
which he said be was con- 
vinced that Syria wanted an 
Arab-Israeli peace settle- 
ment 

“CHnton’s statement about 
President Hafez A1 Assad’s 
seriousness about peace con- 
firms Syria’s credibility in its 
drive to achieve actual peace 
in the region,” the daily A1 
Baath said In an editorial. 

A1 Baath, the organ of the 
ruling Baath Party, said 
Syria's desire for peace 
should not be understood as 
weakness on its part- ■ 

“Syria will not accept any 
concession in its firm ana 
legitimate rights or accept 
occupation of its lands,” it 
wrote. “No one can push 
Syria to accept what it does 
not desire.” 

In a news conference 
Thursday, Mr. Clinton said 
he had spoken by telephone 
recently with Mr. Assad and 
“I am convinced that he is 
still very much interested in a 
comprehensive peace (see 
page 2). 


Arafat: Rabin violating deal 


(Continued from page I) 


ish without justification, 
which prevented him from 
travelling to the self-rule 
Jericho area from Gaza. 

“In the agreement, Palesti- 
nians should have three plus 
one safe passages between 
Gaza Strip and Jericho, but 
Israel has not given us any of 
these yet ...” be said. “All of 
those issues are mentioned in 
the agreement, and there is 
no justification for Israel not 
to cany them out.” 

Mr. Arafat also repeated 
the Palestinian demand that 
it done control the Arab 
portions of Jerusalem, ob- 
jecting to the continuing 
Jordanian role in controlling 
tile holy sites reaffirmed by 
Israel and Jordan last month. 
Palestinians claimed the 
move was an attempt to di- 
lute their claims to the Holy 
Gty. 

“Jerusalem is the capital of 
Palestine, and the Israeli 


game wiD not pass,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat is to meet 
Egyptian President Horai 
Mubarak on Saturday in 
Egypt’s coastal city of Alex- 
andria, Egyptian and Palesti- 
nian officials said Friday. 

They will discuss “obsta- 
cles which Israel is raising to 
the implementation” of the 
May 4 accord on autonomy 
for Gaza and Jericho, said 
Zuhdi Qidra, the Palestinian 
representative in Cairo. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators have yet to re- 
solve security issues in the 
Gaza-Jericho accord, includ- 
ing the release of Palestinian 
prisoners, border crossing- 
points and the size of die 
Jericho self-rule enclave. 

Mr. Arafat’s meeting was 
to come just hours before 
Mr. Christopher arrived in 
Egypt at the start of a new 
Middle East peace mission. It 
was unclear if Mr. Arafat 
would join the Mubarak- 
Christopher talks. 


Hariri calls Israeli raid 


(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli fighter-bombers in 
South Lebanon Thursday. 
The others were against Hiz- 
boQah redoubts in tire nearby 
Iqlim Al Tuffah. 


Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads a guerrilla war against 
the Israeli-occupied zone, 
said its fighters suffered no 
casualties. 


Thursday’s raids raised the 
number of Israeli air attacks 
on Lebanese targets this year 


to 32. By police count, 66 
people have been killed and 
241 wounded. 

Hundreds of Arabs, most 
of them civilians, have been 
slain in Israeli air strikes on 
Lebanon over the last two 
decades. 

Israel said the missile that 
hit Deir Al Zahrani was fired 
by mistake during attacks on 
“terrorist targets” and ex- 
tended apologies for the los- 
ses. 


Lawyers named in Abequa case 


(Continued from page 1) 


■ The ambassador also said 
Ah administrative solution 
could be possible in the chil- 
dren's custody issue. 

■ “There is a possibility that 
fee custody case could be 
solved administratively,” he 
said- “There is always the 
possibility that you reach an 
agreement between the two 
parties that could benefit 
both sides.” 

Mr. Egan said If Mr. Abe- 


qua was to be tried in Jordan, 
his duty was to provide the 
Jordanian government with 
all necessary evidence, 
adding that be has not re- 
ceived a formal answer from 
the Jordanian government re- 
garding this issue. 

He said that from his dis- 
cussions with Jordanian offi- 
cials he felt that the Jorda- 
nian government was sincere 
In resolving the issue of the 
children and returning them 
to the United States. 
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A French legionnaire stands at a Rwandan army barrage near the southwestern town of Gikongoro, the site of a French military camp, to protect -tits: i-yfu^ees 
from Butare, 28 fans west (AFP photo) 


French troops in Rwanda — heroes or pawns 


By John Follain 

Reuter 


PARIS — Will French 
troops be able to leave 
Rwanda with heads held 
high, confident they saved 
thousands of lives and 
eased the plight of victims 
in an unforgiving civil war? 

Or will they come home 
to a barrage of unanswered 
questions about the motives 
Behind France’s humanita- 
rian mission, and about its 
eagerness to pull out when 
its United Nations mandate 
ends on August 22? 

Operation Turquoise 
looks set to end as it began 
— amid widespread suspi- 
cions at home and abroad 
that it was driven by 
France's own political in- 
terests in Africa. 

When the first French 
soldiers flew out to set up 


bases in Zaire on June 23, 
as the rebel Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Firont was striving to 
capture the capital Kigali, 
officials in Paris were sur- 
prised at the lack of support 
from European partners. 

Surprise turned into frus- 
tration as a string of appeals 
by French leaders failed to 
draft more than a few dozen 
Senegalese soldiers into the 
2,500-strong French force. 

Defending France’s re- 
cord, a senior official pulled 
no punches in denouncing 
the international apathy 
which endured until only a 
few days ago after over a 
million refugees flooded 
into Goma in Zaire, over- 
whelming relief agencies. 

“I’ll put it crudely but we 
had warned people this 
would happen and nobody 
did anything to stop it We 
tried to shake the interna- 
tional community into ac- 


tion and nothing was 
done," the official said. 

“For our part, we did 
what we had set out to do. 
We made an area in south- 
western Rwanda safe and 
we gave people stability in 
their region.” 

Humanitarian agencies 
recognise that France's 
creation of the safe area 
saved many lives in a coun- 
try decimated by massacres. 


which have since April kil- 
led an estimated 500,000 


people, mostly members of 
the Tutsi minority. 

But France's assurances 
and the achievements of its 
forces in the U.N. -backed 
protection zone, where a 
million refugees have 
gathered, have failed to dis- 
pel the doubts which ex- 
plain in part the lukewarm 
response of its partners. 

France, which had some 
300 troops in Rwanda for 


several years until last year, 
has been accused both by 
Belgium, the former colo- 
nial power, and by Tutsi 
rebels of arming and sup- 
porting the Hutu- 
dominated government. 

France stirred con- 
troversy with its derision to 
transform its strictly huma- 
nitarian role in Rwanda 
into a defensive action by 
proclaiming the safe zone. 

' Its promise to prevent 
warring factions entering 
the area was seen by many 
as a bid — which proved 
successful — to stop the 
advance of the rebels. 

Critics, including former 
French President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing, said 
France was giving up its 
claim of neutrality as Hutus 
implicated in killing hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
minority Tutsis were among 
the refugees coming under 


French protection. 

And when fugitive minis- 
ters of the ousted Hutu 
government, suspected of 


wave of refugees uni press- 1 
ure from abroad. France j 


complicity in genocide, en- 
tered the safe zone, the 


tered the safe zone, the 
French hustled them into 
Zaire — instead of detain- 
ing them as the military had 
at one time been told to do. 

“This intervention should 
have had the aim of 
neutralising the forces re- 
sponsible for the geno- 
cide," said Rony Brauman, 
former head of the charity 
Mederins Sans Frontieres, 
among the most active of 
the agencies in Rwanda 
and Zaire. 

“We should have tackled 
evil head on. rather than 
tackling the ills which were 
its result, and pretending to 
stay netural in the name of 
2 humanitarian cause." he 
said. 

Overtaken by a relentless 


has been forced to readjust 
the nature of its interven- 
tion — giving less import- 
ance to patrolling the area 
and more to relaying relief 
aid. 


Franee has also been ! 
boxed into extending pan 
of its operation, in neigh- 
bouring Zaire, beyond the 
August 22 deadline set by 
the U.N. mandate. j 


Whatever the original 
objectives of Operation 
Turquoise, the victory or 
the rebels was a hard knock 
for France's African policy, 
summed up by one observer 
as "siding with the devil you 
know." 

Paris has rarely seen a 
government it supports 
ousted by an enemy in what 
it considers its Framaphune 
zone of influence. 


By Craig Doonan 

Rearer 


DURBAN — Despite the 
advent of democracy in 
South Africa, political vio- 
lence is claiming lives m the 
country’s Zulu heartland 


every day and peace work- 
ers fear it will take years to 



subside. 

Although not as wide- 
spread as before the April 
elections, which brought 
Nelson Mandela to power, 
fighting continues in sever- 
al flashpoints in the pro- 
vince, notably north of 
Durban, in rnral areas 
aroand Port Shepstone, 
and in black settlements 
north of the Tugela River. 

An average of 80 people 
have been lolled in political 
unrest in Kwaznlu-Natal 
each month since the elec- 
tions. 
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Violence monitors say 
they fear unrest will con- 
tinue to plague the pro- 
vince, where 10,000 people 
have been killed in a de- 
cade of political fighting 
mainly between supporters 
of President Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and the Zulu- 
dominated Inkatha Free- 
dom Party of Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 

“We haven’t solved the 
political problem yet,” said 
Port Shepstone Monitor 
Selvan Chetty. 

“There are still a lot of 
political thugs out there, 
those who use violence to 
maintain political sup- 
port,” he told Reuters. 

“If they started using the 
barrel of a gun for support 
then they’ll undoubtedly 
continue doing so. Unfor- 
tunately they haven’t 
grasped the concept of re- 
conciliation," he added. 

Police spokesman Major 
Bala Naidoo concurred: 
“The problem is that there 
is a lot of discussion and 
negotiations on the top but 
nothing is filtering through. 
We bad suggestions of jomt 
rallies addressed by leaders 
but we’ve only had one or 
two." 

Mr. Chetty says policing 
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A group of ANC youths, some with home-made guns, get ready to fight Inkatha supporters for a clash that left one Inkatha 
supporter dead and another wounded (AFP photo) 


Violence in Zulu heartland could go on for years 


problems including allega- 
tions of police complicity 
and death squads in the 
violence which has dogged 
the province for years are a 
major factor in foe unrest. 

“Wherever there are 
allegations ( of police in- 
volvement in political con- 
flict you wfll find there is 
continuing violence, 

“We need to urgently 
address this. If there are 
allegations to this effect 
they must be properly in- 
vestigated. The key is an 
effective impartial police 


force, able to maintain law 
and order." 

Both Inkatha and ANC 
leaders who met in foe pro- 
vince last week for foe first 
time, pressed police to find 
the culprits in the latest 
killing of eight people in 
Ndwedwe, near Durban, 
instead of immediately 
apportioning blame to each 
other. 

Fifteen people, all with 
links to Inkatha, were kil- 
led there in the attacks in 
just over a week at foe end 
of July. 


The Inkatha Freedom 
Party’s Frank Mdlalose. 
who is Kwazulu-Naial's 
premier, and foe ANC's 
Bheki Cele, a provincial 
MP, stressed that dead-end 
police investigations were 
not enough and both called 
for early arrests. 

Provincial peace commit- 
tee spokesman Nicholas 
Claude commended this: 
“It’s significant that they 
aren't pointing fingers and 
that organisations are call- 
ing for calm. But it is wor- 
rying that violence is con- 


tinuing. There appear to be 
anti-peace elements who 
need to he brought lo 
book." 

An official of the Net- 
work of Independent 
Monitors, Francis Armit- 
age. says there is hope that 
violence will be stopped 
but it will take time. 

“I think there's hope but 
there is a long way to go. 
The problem is getting war- 
ring communities to" trust 
each other, to trust the 
peace process and to be- 
lieve in it. 


“When peace has been 
around for a while it's diffi- 
cult for people to disrupt it. 
But (here is a long process 
to get to this stage," he 
said. 


Human rights committee 
researcher Sarah Kearney 
says political tensions will 
continue to simmer. 


“Even though we've had 
elections, rivalry and re- 
venge remain. We've got 
an IFP (regional) govern- 
ment here and ANC people 
are not pleased." she said. 
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‘Fundamentals do not bode well for the dollar in the long-run 


This report, covering the period from Thursday. July 
2$, 1994 until Wednesday, Aug. 3, 1994 , is provided 
by Naser NabulsL private client group at Merrill 
Lyr.ch-Dubai. 


Overview 


Funoamemal view: The dollar continues to show strength 
against the yen and the Deutschemark. Against the yen, 
the dollar traded over 100 yen most of the week except for 
a dip on Monday, following the breakdown of U.S.-Japan 
trade talks. The' dollar recovered quickly following assur- 
ances from officials of both nations. Against the DM, the 
dollar continued to trade in the 1.58-1.59 range. We 
continue to hold that the dollar’s bounce is not a sign of 
fundamental dollar strength, but instead a correction from 
a heavily over-sold condition. 

The dollar also seems to benefit from the market being 
more snaguine about the U.S. administration’s attitude 
towards the dollar. However, the fundamentals do not 
bode well for the dollar in the long-run. With few signs of a 
shrinkage of Japan’s huge current account surplus, and 
cupitcl outflows from Japan down to a trickle, the 
downward pressure on the dollar will continue. Our 
forces? of DM/U.S.S 1.50 in 6-and-12 months stands. 


Technical view: Although the U.S. dollar index resumed its 
downtrend for the week ended July 29 it managed to end 
basically flat on the week. This was due in part that the 
U.S. dollar gained against the Japanese yen, up 1.47%. At 
Che same time, the U.S. dollar lost against the German 
mark, only 0.42%. For the month, the U.S. dollar index 
gained 0.48%. Short term momentum measures remain 
constructive and are viewed as an aiding factor to the 
slowdown of a deep fallout from current levels. 

At the same time, we believe that some more downside 
testing is probable due to the poor medium term back- 
ground. Any downside testing, however, would be viewed 
as positive and part of the bottom building process needed 
for a better latter part of the year. Medium term 
momentum measures do remain weak and at present (since 
we place more emphasis on this oscillator) we are still a bit 
cautious over the near to medium term. Strong support 
exists at 84.00-85.00 area. Although die U.S. dollar index 
has flirted above the 90.90 level over the past week, 
resistance exists at 92.83-93.58. 


following the breakdown of U.S.-Japan trade talks. From 
last Friday's high of yen/U.S.S 100.10, the dollar traded as 
low as 9S.40 yen in Tokyo on Monday. This followed the 
announcement on Sunday, that the U.S. would commence 
a 60-day investigation into allegations of unfair Japanese 
government procurement practices, a move that could lead 
to the imposition of formal sanctions. Trade talks broke 
down after both countries representatives conceded that 
they were unable to bridge differences over Japanese 
government's perceived exclusion of foreign purveyors of 
medical and telecommunications equipment. The dollar 
managd to recover some ground, gaining more than one 
yen from its Tokyo trading lows. By Wednesday, the dollar 
was again trading over 100 yen. 

The dollar's tumble following the breakdown of this 
round of talks was minor compared to the 5% plunge the 
dollar took when trade talks collapsed in February. The 
market's more moderate reaction this time could be 
attributed to many factors: 

A) Officials from both nations tried to calm a nervous 
market by public avowals that talks would continue during 
the 60-day investigation period. In addition, U.S. officials 
put up an effective spin control, reiterating the U.S. 
administration's desire for a "strong" and “stable" dollar, 
and that the U.S. was not seeking a strong yen as a trade 
tool; 


Deutschemark 


Fundamental view: The dollar traded during the week 
between 1. 58-159 marks. While the dollar continues to 
show strength against the DM as part of the corrective 
process, it could not break thorough the psyhologicaJIy 
important 1.60 DM level, U.S.-Germany real interest rate 
differentials and growth rate differentials are key in 
explaining the U.S.S-Deutschemark exchange rate. The 
real interest rate differentials are beginning to move in 
favour of the DM. The growth differential that was in 
favour of the U.S. is beginning to narrow. These point to 
increasing DM strength in the long run. 

The DM should also benefit from the increasing political 
support for Chancellor Kohl’s reelection, and the market 
expressing more confidence in the Bundesbank's resolve to 
combat inflation. While our forecast is for the dollar to 
trend down against the DM to the 1.50 DM level in 12 
months, the market could be erratic over th enext few 
months. 


B) The market seems to appreciate that even if trade 
talks succeed, its overall macroeconomic impact would be 
marginal. This is because the agreement would account for 
SI billion, out of a U.S.-Japan trade imbalance of S60 
billion. 


Technical view: The Deutschemark gained 0.42% against 
the U.S. dollar for the weekended July 29. For the month, 
the Deutschemark's strength against the greenback slowed 
down as it gained only 0.17%. At this juncture is seems as 
though some topping process is forming on the Deutsche- 
mark. This is evident with the fact that short and medium 
term momentum measures are working off an overbought 
condition. As a result, we would not be surprised to see 
further Deutschemark weakness through 1.60 DM/U.S.S 
and then allow for 1.616. However, a test of the recent 
highs of 1.52 (early July) may still be needed before a true 
top is in place. Strong resistance exists at 1.48-1.52. 


Technical view: The Japanese yen fell for two consecutive 
weeks versus the U.S. dollar. For the week ended July 29, 
the Japanese yen lost i.47%. At present, consensus is 
building that a top is forming on the Japanese yen. While 
that may be true it is probably a few months away. At 
present, sentiment remains only neutral to deteriorating. 
At the same time, short term momentum oscillators are still 
negative... indicating that some more yen weakness in here 
is probable but most likely short lived. This is due in part 
that medium term momentum oscillators are improving, 
suggesting that yen highs are still in possible before a top is 
firmly in place. 


Pound sterling 


Japanese yen 


Fundamental view: The dollar took an initial tumble 


As a result, we would not be surprised to see a correction 
back to at least the 100.40-101.40 yne/U.S.S area, and 
perhaps beyond. Benchmark support remains at 106.112. 
Resistance exists near 97.20. then below 93. 


Fundamental view: 

The British pound modestly rallied against the U.S. 
dollar during the week rising to U.S.S/GBP 1.54, up from 
last week's low of U.S.S/GBP 1.52. With the DM down 
against the dollar, the pound traded higher against the DM, 
at DM/GBP 2.43. The pound's gains against the DM were 
fuelled by expectations in the markets of an early rise in 
U.K. base rates. 

However, while the market expectations of a rise in base 
rates did not materialise on Aug. 1, we contienue to expect 
a 50 basis point hike in U.K. base rates in the fourth 
qaurter. 

This combined with the 50 basis point cut in the German 
discount rate expected after the October election should 
move the U.K.-German interest rate differential in favour 
of the pound. The U.K. also posted some impressive 


446 economists urge U.S. Congress for quick approval of GATT 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House released a letter 
from 446 economists Thurs- 
day urging Congress to 
approve the GATT world 
trade agreement this year. 

The move came after Sena- 
tor Robert Byrd, a West Vir- 
ginia Democrat and the 
chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, 


said it was not necessary to 
pass the accord this year and 
that it would be better to take 
more time to consider the 
complexities of it, 

“We believe that im- 
plementing this legislation 
will provide substantial be- 
nefits to most Americans,” 
the economists said. 

“Postponing the legislation 


until 1995 will delay these 
benefits and will burden the 
efforts of U.S. firms to ex- 
pand their foreign markets. 
Delay will also weaken the 
international leadership posi- 
tion of the United States,” 
they said. 

Mr. Clinton welcomed the 
support by the 446 econom- 
ists, who included among 


Westland ends 15-year 
wrangle with Arab states 


their number four Nobel 
laureates. 

“Economists know that the 
GATT agreement will help 
ensure long-term economic 
growth for America. GATT 
will add as ranch as $100 to 
$200 billion to the United 
States economy every year 
when fully implemented. 
That means hundreds of 
thousands of new jobs for 
American workers," Mr. 
Clinton said. 

The Uruguay Round of the 


General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade was com- 
pleted last December. It was 
seven years in the making. 

Besides Mr. Byrd's com- 
plaint, legislation to imple- 
ment the accord on behalf of 
the United States is currently 


stalled in Congress. The Sen- 
ate Finance Committee last 


week delayed a vote on fund- 


ing for the agreement. 

The Senate Finance Com- 
mittee delayed its vote on 
funding GATT because of 


last-minute changes by the 
Clinton administration in its 
funding package. 

Once GATT is im- 
plemented, the federal gov- 
ernment estimates it will lose 
some $12 billion over 10 
years in revenues from the 
lowering of tariffs and 
duties.. The ‘ administration 
has proposed funding to com- 
pensate, but the Congres- 
sional Budget Office ana pri- 
vate estimates put it between 
$2 billion and $4 billion short. 


LONDON (R) — British 
helicopter maker Westland 
finally seeded its 15-year dis- 
pute with the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Industrialisation 
(AOI) over breach of con- 
tract, parent company GKN 
PtC has said. 

GKN said Westland 
accepted a final payment of 
£50 million ($76.8 million), 
receiving a total £190 million 
($291.8 million) compensa- 
tion. This was just under half 
the £385 million ($591-4 mil- 
lion) a Geneva arbitration 
court awarded it in June last 


year. 

Bat GKN said not pursuing 
the full amount would create 
r,v. r 'vill from potential cus- 


tomers in Arab states. 

"The most important ele- 
ment is that now we are open 
for business in those four 
markets in a way we weren’t 
previously," GKN director of 
public affairs, Nick de Jongh, 
said. 

The AOI, set up in 1975 by 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Egypt, formed a joint 
company with Westland cal- 
led Arab British Helicopter 
Company (ABH) to manu- 
facture a minimum of 250 
Lynk helicopters. 

But the venture collapsed 
in 1979 as a result of Egypt’s 
peace treaty with Israel and 
led to Westland launching a 


claim for damages in the 
Geneva-based arbitration 
court. Arbitral, a year later. 

“The agreement is in full 
and final settlement of all 
daims made and all Arbitral 
and court proceedings arising 
out of the dispute." GKN 
said in a statement. 

The agreement also meant 
an award of £200 million 
($307.2 million) that had 
been made against Westland 
by an Egyptian court for non- 
performance of various con- 
tracts was wiped off the slate. 
Mr. De Jongh said. 

The AOI dispute became a 
key feature in GKN’s suc- 
cessful takeover of Westland 
in March. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


GEMS : PRECIOUS & SEMI 
GOLD : 18, 21, 22 & 24 KT. 
DESIGNERS OF JEWELRY 


THE ONLY SHOP 
OF ITS KIND 


Amman Since 1989 
Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle - Amman 


Rio de Janeiro Since 1975 
Av. N. S. Copacabana 
Rio de Janeiro 


IPoanuts 


THE BETTER HALF 


I MAtfBE U)E SHOULD GO TO 
SUMMER CAMP AFTER ALL, 
I’VE SEEN LOOKING AT 
^ THIS BROCHURE... 


THEY HAVE TEN CABINS, 
AND EACH CABIN HAS 
5IX BUNK. BEDS.. 


SURE, AND THE DO G 
SLEEPS ON THE FLOOR.. 
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| You always 
disagree with me, 
I so I'm not talking 
I any more! 


Lr r By Glasbergen 

Rne_then IH learn to 
disagree with the 
things you DON'T say! 


II m 




N I SWOULONT be going- 

, ... CN ABOUT AfY TROUBLES, 

I ! CLO -I DOMT SUPPOSE 
I '.YOU'VE SEEN MUCH 

k*; toy in youe life -y 


IVE? SEEN TOO J 

MUCH f \ 

r OF IT, DEAR ) l YOU S 

L — ' ( HAVE? 


I HAVE, THAT Bloke'S 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v I*y Henri Arnold and Mika Argirien 


m 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


WeVa not as good 
as we thought 


LAG1E 




YURST 


iff ri? 


n’Jeff 
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.y-j ST" L I A“TER I PiMD RIGHT TO TH= 
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PLAY CARDS A'T-ri 

- the boys; 


WHEN WE WERE Y N 

FIRST MARWSD THATS 
you SAID i WAS ] R.SH7- 

the light of 

-n yOLRLlFE' 1 1 


THATs w-iY \ 
I GOVT WANT 


DONBEY 






't you to so 
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i TELLMA 


ATHLETES WHO LEARN 
HUMILITY OFTEN END 
UP WITH THE5E. 
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Now arrange the rirded letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


UI.U 

>1 i r! 




Answer hers: 


Saturdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

. Jumoies DANDY audit ENDURE WALLOP 


Answer What the watch repairman did in his leisure 
moments — HE UNWOUND 


."flaton, a rare arengthen against the U.S.J, 

X DM * «P«* 

time. 


dS the month of July the Bntish pound tot 045% 
aJjjJJstti u.s. dollar. This was due in grt that the pound 
dKd from a 12-month high of 1 -57 to .1-52 dim™ 
2S Forlhe week ended July 29, the Bntish poun3 
OTenethened and gained 0.56%. At present, short term 
momentum measures are ovetrold _ to g* 

pound should be gearing up for a test of tberccent n«ghs. 
*At the same time, however, medium term motnentum 
measures ^showing signs of deterioration. Wth positive 


short term indicators auu wv C . . --- — 

we believe that the pound has a good 

recent highs but will be pan of a toppmg 

. . j ,h. nnnr medium term back- 


recent mens DUI Will UK V - -rr.o ■ .. 

topping process is doe in the poor medium term back- 

ground that is building. 


Swiss franc 


Fundamental view: . .. 

Tlie Swiss franc gained a little against the U.S.S trading 
around SFAJ.S.$ 1.33, up from the last weeks low of 
SF/U.S.S1.35. Against the Deutschemark, the franc held 
steady during the last week, continuing to trade around 
SF/DM 0.84. The Swiss economy continues to post good 
numbers on the inflation front, with June CPI up only 0-4% 
yoy. Producer and import prices for June rose 03% from 
May, yet fell 0.4% on annual basis. The U.S. $’s strength 
against the DM continued to spill over to the Swiss franc. 

Despite the dollar's current strength against the Swiss 
franc, in the longer run, our forecast calls for the franc to 
trade higher against the dollar, to SF/U.S.$1.26 in twelve 
months. This is based on our forecast for continued mark 
strength against the U.S.S and the franc holding steady 
against the mark. 

Technical view: 

During the month of July, the Swiss franc lost only 
0.56% versus the U.S. dollar as it rebounded towards the 
latter part of the month. For the week ended July 29, the 
Swiss franc gained 0.46%. Sentiment has improved over 
the past week but is still considered in a overbought to 
neutral position. Short term momentum measures are 
improving which suggest that the recent decline from the 
July highs of 1.29 (which is also in 18-month high) to 1.35 
will most likely be short-lived. 

As a result, we would not be surprised to see a test of 
these highs of 1.29 and possibly towards resistance. At 
present, resistance exists at 1.23-1.26. At the same time, 
medium term momentum measures are still deteriorating 
indicating that a move to the recent highs and towards 
resistance levels would establish an important top. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Mercury and the Leo Moon 
square Jupiter today which 
could require that some of 
those pending plans move to 
the back burner to avail farth- 
er input and development. 
Avoid a tiresome person who 
drains your energy. 


active and happy with your 
life. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Look over your 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Attending to routine chores 
early in the day will gjve you 
more time to be with congenial 
friends later. Cooperate more 
with others. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Your buddies are not good 
early in the day but later they 
are most helpful. Join good 
friends for recreational pur- 
poses. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make plans to have more in- 
come in the days ahead. Take 
time to improve your appear- 
ance and you can easuy im- 
press others. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) You can plan bow 
to have added abundance in 
the future. A wiser attitude 
toward a loved one brings ex- 
cellent results. 


surroundings and make plans 
for i mp rovement. Be sure to 
control your temper at all 
times today and do not show 
any anger to anyone. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Han bow to 
complete your regular chores 
with fewer interruptions and 
more efficiency. Study state- 
ments for possible errors in 
computation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You could 
easily make a costly mistake 
where finances are concerned 
so be on the alert to errors. 
Engage in your favourite bob- 
by for peace of mind. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You may find it 
-bard to get things done early in 
tfie 'day, but later you can 
make up for lost time. Strive 
for increased happiness. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Get an early start 
on the tasks you have to do 


LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) 


instead of complaining and you 
get fine results from it. Be 


Study the amount of effort 
needed to gain an important 
goal. Show that you wul go to 


get fine results from it. 
logical in all your ideas. 


any length to please the one 
you love with a surprise gift. 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Others around you 
may seem pessimistic about 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Handle any 
civic duties ahead of you early 
in the day and later you can 
enjoy the social side of life. Be 


may seem pessimistic about 
the future, but don’t let tins 
influence you. Maintain a 
cheerful manner m the eye of 
adversity. 

Birthstooe of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quart 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Bartv Jorgnnan 


ACROSS 
I wnystaukja 
dog. a horse. — 

(King Laarl 
5 Actress Iran* 

10 KMg 

13 impetuous 

14 Bngtn-eyec 

15 A/1 movement 
Ifl&st 

>7 Hear a case 

flgarn 

«8 Sea ol — (Black 
Sea bayj 
19 "Thou art — . 
ready to 
parcon- (Biota) 
SO Desiccated 

21 Scout pack 
leaner 

22 Go to bed 

24 Balfio of WW1I 

25 Bundle ot gram 
28 Ten on 

32 Poplar 
3SH* 

37 Waterless 

38 Mona — 

3B Segment 

« Big Ben sound 

41 Blue dye 

42 Robert or Alan 

43 FamSy member 

44 Sneaky one 

*6 Ego am id man 
46 Ralph — . 

Emerson 
50 Heavy oath 

54 Leper 

57 Grace lul horse 

59 Jason's ship 

60 Footnote word 

61 Fred - * abler 

62 Catch 

63 Coarse Us 

64 wan Love - 

55 Pnmaoorvia 
66 AgoreoatJ*. 





67 — Parti. Quo. 

68 British weapon 


DOWN 

1 Like anooy 
crowd 
2Scojw 

3 Tie type 


4 Morose 
moreos? 

5 Zorosstnan 

6 Out ot the wind 

7 Terrified 
fmbertana? 

9 Court decree 
9 Duroc's dns 

10 Labynnm 

11 Hera 
>2 Aa, e.g. 

IS ln«an 

moonscape? 

21 in the manner of 
23 Greek letter 
25 Suit to ^ 

27 Seed cover 
» Walked on 

30 Swedish 
Nightingale ' 

31 Jumpy 

34 — Minor 
36 wound wen 
39 Sale 
43 Owing 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Rnii7i racirau. 
oranne dcihe nnnu 
nngBQ cinnni nnnR 
BRnHnnnnnn nrcnn 

nnr-,r,E nnn ^00000 

nnnnnn Honnn 

nnncin 

pnaannn nnnnnnn 
ciGnnra nnmrn rannn 
nnnnnr 
rannnan ranna 

HESS Einnn mnnnn 
SEEK nnnn nonnn 
tann n _Dnn noginra 


45 Odds she 
47 Coals 
49 Pooestai parts 
Si Feature 
62 Sfatmtas graph 
S3 Pilcher flyan 


54 uodena money 

55 Bade" 

56 Gusto 
58 *‘l cannot 

: 

61 Corroded . 
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By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices at 
the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) dipped a little last 
week, but the general trend 
remained stable, with busi- 
ness returning to normal after 
a period of uncertainty that 
saw prices plunging, brokers 
said Friday. 

The weekly AFM report 


said the general share price 
index closed at 151.1 points, 
six points or 0.4 per cent 
down. Weekly turnover was 
JD 9.4 million, down 11.3 per 
cent from the previous 
week’s JD 10.6 million, it 
said. 

It said 3.7 million shares 
changed hands under 6.0S2 
contracts in the Saturday-to- 
Wednesday trading. 

The industrial sector 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 
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100.70/80 
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6.9400/20 

6.2455/75 

SI 5365/70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold S378.45/378.85 
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MODERN EDUCATION 
SCHOOL 

I '.'.:. ■■'■■'■ A 1 -.—' :i -I. ni ■ ■■ ill j.. 1 .. ■ ■: 

Holds an 

SAT. Preparation Course 

( Scholastic Aptitude Test ) 

An Entrance Requirement 
to American Universities 

American SA.T. Experts on the subject 
will run the course from 6 - 18 August 

If Interested please contact : 

810027 - 816860/1 


accounted for JD 5.2 million, 
or 53.3 per cent of the tur- 
nover. followed by commer- 
cial bank stocks with JD 2.5 
million, or 26-6 per cent, the 
services sector with JD 1.6 
million, or 17 per cent, and 
insurance stock with JD 
100.000 or 1.1 per cent. 

The separate sector indices 
also showed slight declines, 
with the insurance sector in- 
dex showing a drop of 1.9 
points, or 1.3 per cent, the 
industrial index 0.8 points, or 
0.6 per cent, the commercial 
bank index 0.7 points, or 0.4 
per cent, and rhe services 
stock index 1.4 points, or 1.1 
per cent. 

Brokers said the decline in 
prices as indicated in the 
general AFM index, which is 
based on 60 major com- 
panies, as well as the per- 
formance of shares of Arms 
not listed in the index, 
showed a return of stability to 
the market. 

They noted that of 32 of 
the 79 companies whose 
shares were traded during the 
week bad shown improve- 
ments in price, while 37 
showed drops 3nd 10 re- 
mained stable. 

“Such a performance is 
highly indicative of the health 
of the market.'* said a brok- 
er. noting that in several 
weeks since March shares of 
the bulk of the companies 
being traded had shown 
drops. “Pan of the uncertain- 
ties and fears have been re- 


moved, and there is revived 
investor enthusiasm on the 
floor.*’ 

Brokers, who cannot be 
identified under standing 
AFM guidelines, attributed 
the drop in prices last week tc 
moves by individual investors 
to cut their losses and shift 
capital to alternative stocks. 

“Some of them were veiy 
worried when prices plunged 
since March,” said a broker. 
“They took heart when prices 
recovered in the last three 
weeks although (prices) did 
not rise to the previous 
levels. For now. they opted 
to dispose their shares at 
slight losses and moved capit- 
al to new acquisitions.*’ 

Many investors are now 
firm believers in the market 
since they see the prices are 
more realistic regarding the 
actual situation of the com- 
panies rather than superficial 
margins resulting from ex- 
pectations attached to econo- 
mic benefits from the de- 
velopment of the Palestinian 
territories, said another brok- 
er. 

“Those expectations are 
still there, but are scaled 
down and confined to firms 
which are actually involved in 
the Palestinian market rather 
than a blind faith that cvcry 
Jordanian company and bank 
stood to teap a windfall.” 
said the broker. 

“Realism is the word to 
describe the market situation 
today," he added. 


Russian tax police 

say MMM boss 
could face iaii 


MOSCOW (R)- MMM chief 
Sergei Mavrodi, the key fi- 
gure in Russia’s biggest finan- 
cial scandal, could face up to 
five years in jail for financial 
irregularities, tax police said 
Friday. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted tax police official 
Nikolai Medvedev as saying 
Mr. Mavrodi was being de- 
tained in connection with the 
activities of a firm. Invest- 
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r=WILLA^= 

D’ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman. 

Tel 638212 

Air-conditioncd Lounge 
■ad Ontiide Terrace 


A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Sweiffyeh 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For i*nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 






r,ijf n i n t i 

vlgf^SECURTTY 

HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY , , 

A&een& 

Cafe’ 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFF 


T HE 

MMOSPBEKE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
Monday :J)rink& AflJ^iLLong 

ilup ( @ngi (l*et 'iTwd) 

A Ifenu of Delldous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Mlddfe East Hotel - Shmetsanl 


^ / Restaurant 
“pt e*C& 0BU6CKC 

lunch A manor 
7 days a weak 

Enjoy Our Salaetlon of . . 

SEA FOOD 


Tel ■ AV00Q3/4 Fa* 823SM 

ishmeisani-Near Babkfae 
I Amman - Jordan 



SZEEKiWftN EMRBEN5. 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Orinasa Foods 




'The Classiest Of 
The Classiest 


Ifct RM ClM Hotaf to 
Aamn tint hat a , 1 
ntctiMaUa In every roonU 
“8aWW# T.V. Reception” 


.fjnynan - Tel. 607193 
P.03ox M03 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO . 

Ideal Residence Fo» 
Expatriatorand 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
. RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers - Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoUan Barbeque for 
Lufich Friday only 

Tel: 811214 

Come and taste our 
. _ specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3 a J0 p.ra. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall / 


The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TWtomny feavaBaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 . 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight . 

TeL 6mm 


\ Optell&.&XA&m-UUail* j 

Talre away is avaBabim 

Shot AMrab Street 
Urn UMnah Commercial Centre 

TeL: 861174 

-Cnee lasted Mwuiltidj 


To Suit All 
Budgets 

^FtJRNISHEE)^ 

uimJKKismsx 

ViSXAS & LX>T§ 


Mm Vi» and Apvtxnt s- 
tnAifiman. 

For further detals please caQ 
SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 






COB 


SELECT HOTEL 


Superior Hold Services for 
isificssmcn & Families & its 


eGrEsCo BaR 



@ Good Drinks & 
Exccllem Snacks 
@Operi Noons 
& Evenings 



Kurdi Stores I 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105^ 


Consultants 
^rTol^829882^r 
Fax. 829883 


HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get;- 


JUMBO photo 

» 30% larger 

Free enlarge^ 
nt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisanj - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


New 

2 safety fuses 

\ In each lamp 


■ ConlonTHty with the safety stan- 
dards EN 60432 and IEC 432 
- LEUCI Quality system in accord- 
ance with the standards ISO 9000 

TeL 613746 - 613622 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, efficient, and 
professional Cleaners 


y* Q^rdcbi-: prices 

? V.V. Cool ' ! 


Time Out Bar! ! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 

# Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

Noon to Midnight I 

Sawn DsyaaWMkj 



Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sand wiches 
(yHambnr^^^ 

. Seated 
• Take -A- way 


Phone 604671 


Consulting, that plays a small 
role in his complex corporate 
empire. 

“The maximum punish- 
ment could be up to five 
years in prison, either with or 
without confiscation of his 
property," TASS said. “Or 
there could be a fine of 300 to 
500 minimum wages.” 

The minium wage is 20,500 
roubles *a month — under 
S10. 

Mr. Mavrodi and his 
brother Vyacheslav were 
arrested Thursday after 
police forced their way into 
the chairman’s centra! Mos- 
cow apartment, also the legal 
addr ess for MMM. 

The officers, wearing 
camouflage clothing and 
black balaclava helmets, 
swarmed down ropes from 
the upper floors of the Stalin- 
era building to break through 
a balcony door. 

It was the first official ac- 
tion against Mr. Mavrodi, 
whose MMM firm lured mil- 
lions of investors to part with 
their savings on promises of a 
ever-rising returns in a series 
of aggressive television 
advertisements. 

The company slashed the 
price of its shares to a pitt- 
ance last week after a crisis of 
confidence triggered a run on 
the paper. 

MMM closed all its offices 
Thursday and Sergei Mavrodi 
said this was in response to 
officials' "provocative** 
attempts to arrest him. 

Russia's Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, a watch- 
dog organisation trying to 
control poorly regulated 
stock markets, said the 
“shares"' were no more than 
lottery tickets. 

"A positive result would be 
to change the government 
approach to regulating our 
securities market so they de- 
fine what is a game and what 
is a market.” Dmitry Vasily- 
ev. deputy head of the com- 
mission. said Thursday. 

Mr. Medvedev said the 
brothers had destroyed docu- 
ments before police broke 
into the flat 

“The Mavrodi brothers 
were questioned about non- 
payment of very targe 
volumes of taxes, taking into 
account information received 
that Sergei Mavrodi intended 
to run from the authorities.'* 
he said. 

Mr. Vyacheslav had been 
released after questioning, 
but Sergei had been de- 
tained. Mr. Medvedev 
added. 

The MMM scandal, and a 
confused government reac- 
tion to the crisis, has angered 
the company's shareholders, 
many of whom blame official- 
dom for threatening the 
money-spinning scheme. 

Officials said MMM was 
nothing more than a pyra- 
mid, using income from share 
purchases to fund buy-backs 
at higher rates. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted an official from the 
union ol MMM shareholders 
as saying they were sending 
an open letter to President 
Boris Yeltsin demanding that 
the government stop interfer- 
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Local hereos give hosts something to cheer 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — In front of a nearly 
empty arena, Surya Bonaly 
of France gave a straight- 
forward performance Friday 
to take the lead after the 
women's figure skating tech- 
nical programme at the 
Goodwill Games. 

The same Yubileiny Ice 
Palace that had rocked the 
night before for St. Peters- 
burg's hometown heroes was 
deathly quiet for the start of 
this showcase event, a result 
of the scheduling problems 
that have plagued the games 
this week. 

"I don’t think anybody in 
all of St. Petersburg realises 
that the women's figure skat- 
ing technical programmes is 
going on at the very mo- 
ment.” lamented former 
world champion Dick But- 
ton. who is covering the com- 
petition for the TBS Televi- 
sion Network. 

The sparse crowd at the 
7.000-seat arena — competi- 
tors coaches, officials and sol- 
diers together nearly out- 
numbered the few hundred 
spectators — led to one unin- 
spired performance after 
Americans, botched the re- 
quired jump combination. 

Unable to play off the 
crowd. Nicole Bobek. 
Michelle Kwan and Elaine 
Zayak stumbled through 
their routines and placed 
fifth, sixth and seventh, re- 
spectively. All three received 
several marks below S.O. 


“I. never do that," said 
Zayak, the 1982 world cham- 
pion and recently reinstated 
amateur, referring to her 
problems executing the triple 
toe loop-double toe loop 
combination. “I at least do 
the double." 

Bonaly, the four-time 
European champion, skated 
to the same short programme 
she used at this year's Olym- 
pics. It was typical Bonaly. 
solid with her jumps, but not 
in full flow with the music. 
Her marks ranged from 5.6 to 
5.8 for both required ele- 
ments and presentation. 

The one exception to the 
dour session was St. 
Petersburg-born Olga Mar- 
kova. Dressed in a short, 
gold-coloured dress and long 
black gloves, Markova gave 
an exciting, sassy perform- 
ance, nailing a crisp triple 
Lutz-doubled toe loop com- 
bination. Her scores ranged 
from 5.3 to 5.7, placing her in 
second. 

The women's free dance, 
which counts for two-third of 
the total score, is Saturday 
night. 

The session was in marked 
contrast to Thursday night's 
competition, which finally 
gave St. Petersburg some- 
thing to cheer about. 

People from this struggling 
city, maligned for the series 
of gaffes that has beset the 
Goodwill Games, clapped 
and cheered as three of their 
own took the lead. 


"It feels great here. It feels 
like a vacation," said Tamara 
Moskvina, who coaches Pairs 
leaders and 1992 Olympic 
champions Artur Dmitriev 
and Natalia Mishkutienok on 
the same rink where the 
event is being held. 

Another local, reigning 
Olympic champion, Alexei 
Urmanov, led the men's com- 
petition after the technical 
programme. 

The decision to skate at 
Yubileiny wasn't made until 
late Thursday morning, ab- 
out nine hours before the 
start of competition. The 
skating had already been put 
off one day because the ice 
wasn't ready, and organisers 
made contingency plans to 
shift to the nearby Ska ice 
hockey hall. 

Once it did get going, Rus- 
sians excelled and the Amer- 
icans, withg the exception of 
Eldredge, flopped. 

Urmanov, skating to music 
from Verdi, dazzled the 
crowd with a programme that 
included a triple axel com- 
bination, earning 5.85 and 
5.95 for the required ele- 
ments and all 5.95 for pre- 
sentation. 

Mishkutienok and Dmit- 
riev took the lead over the 
current world champions, 
Evgenia Shishkov and Vadim 
Naumov, in the Paris' tech- 
nical programme. Another 
Russian pair, Marina Eltsova 
and Andrei Bushkov, were 


third. 

Americans Stefanie Stieg- 
ler and Lance Travis were 
fifth and Calla Urbans Id and 
Rocky Marval, who recently 
reunited after skating with 
different partners, placed last 
in the seven-pair field. 

In the dance compulsories, 
worth 20 per cent of the total 
score, Irina Romanova and 
Igor Yaroshenko of Ukraine 
led a weak field. 

The men's and pairs com- 
petitions concluded Friday 
night. 

In other events Thursday: 

— Yachting events were 
wiped out for the second 
straight day due to lack of 
wind on the Gulf of Finland. 

— The U.S. women's bas- 
ketball team beat Russia 77- 
63 to reach the semifinals 
against tournament favourite 
China. France will play Rus- 
sia in the other semifinal. 

— In canoe-kayak, Rus- 
sians won two golds and three 
silvers and the Americans a 
silver and a bronze in the 
three kayak and two canoe 
races. 

— In diving, Chen Lixia of 
China won gold in the 
women's 1-metre springbor- 
ad. 

— In men's gymnastics, 
Russia’s Aleksei Nemov fol- 
lowed up his victory in the 
all-around competition with 
golds in two of three indi- 
vidual apparatus finals. 


•S. beats gutsy Spain on first day 
of World Basketball Championships 

China upsets Brazil in overtime 


TORONTO (R) — The U.S. 
Dream Team n got a wake- 
up call from a gutsy Spanish 
team and China pulled off an 
overtime upset of Brazil on 
the first day of the World 
Basketball Championships, 
late Thursday. 

Spain stayed close for the 
first half before the U.S. col- 
lection of NBA stars pulled 
away for a 115-100 victory, 
led by-captains Joe Dumars 
of the Detroit Pistons with 21 
points and Reggie Miller of 
the Indiana Pacers with 20. 
Veteran forward Jordi Villa- 
campa led Spain with 28 
points. 

“This game is the best 
thing that could happen to 
us," said U.S. coach Don 
Nelson, coach of the Golden 
State Warriors. “It was a 
wake-up call." 

In the other pool game at 
Copps coliseum in Hamilton, 
Ontario, China battled back 
from a nine-point deficit to 
force overtime, winning 97- 
93 in the extra session. 

Chinese forward Weidong 
Hu scored 27 points, includ- 
ing 14 of 17-free-throw shoes. 
Teammate Naiqun Wu 
helped force the five-minute 
overtime by contributing 
seven points with just one 
minute and 14 seconds re- 
maining. 

Brazil's veteran forward 
Paulo de Almeida scored 26 
points while teammate 
Maury dc Souza added 23. 

In 'a pool B match-up in 
Hamilton. Andrew Gaze 
poured in 31 points as Au- 
stralia escaped with an 87-85 
win over South Korea. 

“We allowed ourselves to 
ect lulled inot a false sense of 


security, but fortunately we 
were able to bang on," said 
Gaze, a national team mem- 
ber since 1982. 

“I think we committed the 
cardinal sin of not showing 
them enough respect and we 
almost paid the ultimate 
price. I almost thought this 
was going to be Korea's 
day," be added. 

Kyung-Eun Moon scored 
24 points to pace South 
Korea, going 8-for-15 from 
three-point range - 

In the other pool B game, 
Croatia, a strong contender 
for the silver medal behind 
the United States, beat Cuba 
85-65. 

Croatian centre Dino Rad- 
ja, of the NBA’s Boston Cel- 
tics, scored 25 points to lead 
all scorers. 

In pool C at Maple Leaf 
Gardens in Toronto, Russia, 
a strong medal contender, 
and Canada, the host nation, 
both built huge leads and 
coasted to easy victories. 

Russia ran off the game's 
first 11 points in an 84-64 
victory against Argentina. 
Evgeni Kissourin led Russia 
with 19 points. 

Canada built an 11-1 lead 
against Angola in its 83-52 
triumph. 

Joey Vickery came off the 
bench to score 14 points in 21 
minutes for Canada, as 11 
players broke into the scoring 
column for the host country. 

Angola's Herlander Cam 
bra hit all five shots he took 
from three-point range and 
led all scorers with 16. 

in pool D at Maple Leaf 
Gardens, Puerto Rico 
crushed Egypt 102-74 points 
and Greece beat Germany 


68-58. 

Jose Ortiz, a former mem- 
ber of the NBA's Utah Jazz, 
scored 19 points and James 
Carter added 17 to lead Puer- 
to Rico, which erased a 21-15 
deficit in the first half. 

Greece, which trailed by as 
many as 11 points, used a 


22-4 first-half ran to beat 
Germany, the defending 
European champions. 

The Greeks were led Ini' 
Pan agi Otis FassouJas with 18 
points and Fanis Christ- 
odoulou with 16. Henning 
Hamisch was the Germans’ 
higher scorer with 16 points. 



MUSCLE POWER: Russian Alexi Nemov per- 
forms on the rings during the individual all- 
around gymnastics competition of the Goodwill _ 


Games in St. Petersburg. Nemov won the gold 
medal (AFP photo) 


Sport mirrors life in 
post-communist Russia 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — 
Sport, faithfully mirroring 
life, is experiencing turbulent 
times in post-communist Rus- 
sia. 

“The problem is always the 
money,” sighs Alexandr Koz- 
lovsky, Russia's leading 
sports administrator. “The 
money is never enough." 

Kozlovsky has witnessed 
first hand the dramatic, and 
often traumatic, changes in 
sport since the collapse of the 
Soviet regime three years 
ago. 

Formerly deputy chairman 
of the Soviet State Commit- 
tee for Physical Culture and 
Sports, he is now vice- 
president of the Russian 
Olympic Committee (ROC). 


Government approves safety plan for Italian GP 

ROME (R) — The Italian Formula One Grand Prix. called 
off on safety grounds, on Friday appeared back on track 
when the Italian government approved a plan, widely 
criticised by environmentalists, to make the Monza circuit 
safer. Agriculture Minister Adriana Poli Bortone told 
reporters the cabinet had approved a plan to widen run-off 
areas at the track's famous Lesmo curves. The race is 
scheduled for Sept.' 11. 



German striker Jurgen Klhwman (right) poses 
for photographers on the turf at White Hart 
Lane, his new home gronnd, with Spars' 


manager Ossie Ardfles. KHnsman was ac- 
quired by Totenhara Hotspurs from Monaco 
for US milli on pounds last week (AFP photo) 


Klinsmann makes Tottenham debut today 


LONDON (R) — German 
World Cup striker Juergen 
Klinsmann will make his de- 
but for English club Tot- 
tenham on Saturday in a pre- 
season friendly against Wat- 
ford, the club said on 
Wednesday. 

Klinsmann, who signed 
from French League club 
Monaco earlier this week, is 
expected to partner England 
international Teddy Shering- 
ham who is returning to the 


side following an ankle in- 
juiy. 

Tottenham’s other world 
cup-signing, Romanian Die 
Dumitrscn, flies into the 
country at the weekend. 

Leeds United received 
written confirmation from 
the Department of Employ- 
ment on Wednesday that 
South African striker Philo- 
men Masinga has been 
granted a work permit. 

They have agreed a fee of 


275,000 with Johannesburg 
dub Mamelodi for 25-year- 
old Masinga, and the govern- 
ment department's decision 
could open the way for more 
South African footballers to 
join English dubs. 

Masinga, who is with 
Leeds at a training camp in 
Italy, is expected to play in 
England for the first time 
when Leeds visit Port Vale 
for a pre-season friendly on 
Saturday. 


Once the state poured 
money into sport, producing 
an endless stream of cham- 
pions in one of the Soviet 
Union's prime propaganda 
tools of the cold war. Now 
Kozlovsky most fight for ev- 
ery rouble. 

In pn interview, Kozlovsky 
recaued with a shudder the 
difficulties Russian sports au- 
thorities faced when the state 
funds suddenly dried up. 

“It was tembie,** be said. 
“We were in a terrible posi- 
tion." 

The old Soviet countries, 
competing as the CIS, man- 
aged to find the cash to 
attend the 1992 winter and 
summer Olympics. 

But sports administrators, 
in common with other Rus- 
sians, soon realised there was 
not going to be any quick free 
marketing for their economic 
travails. 

The state is also no longer 
an option for Russian sport- 
ing federations, despite Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s well- 
publidsed love of sport. 

“We asked the government 
for 35 billion roubles last 
year," Kozlovsky said. “They 
gave us 12 billion." 

■ Accordingly, the Russian 
federations are turning to a 
mix of sponorship, marketing 
and an Olympic lottery to 
raise mbney to find and train 
the champions of the future. 

Easily the most important 
sponsors are the U.S. sports 
clothing and footwear giants 
Reebok who have signed a 


four-year contract with the 


tour-yi 

ROC. 


“It's the largest sports con- 
tract we have ever had in this 
country," Kozlovsky said. 

Kozlovsky would not com- 
ment on the amount of 
money Reebok are pumping 
in to Russia, saying merely: 
“It’s huge.” 

John Boulter, Reebok's 
vice-president for global 
sports marketing, also would 
not comment on the sum 
involved. 

He said Reebok had a con- 
tract with the ROC and 24 
sports federations. 

Reebok outfitted the Rus- 
sian teams in this year's win- 
ter Olympics and soccer 
World Cup. 

Athletes competing in die 
basketball, boxing, weight- 
lifting and gymnastic com- 
petftidhS dtirihg! ihe”tlnrd 
goodwill games here are 
sporting Reebok products. 

The company opened a 
store in Moscow last year and 
another in St. Petersburg this 
year and has mounted an 
advertising campaign on tele- 
vision and in magazines. 

“It’s great country,” Boul- 
ter said. “In years to come, it 
will become a great country 
for Reebok." 

John Duerden, Reebok ex- 
ecutive vice-president for 
worldwide operations said a 
market of 200 million con- 
sumers had the potential to 
make Russia and the whole 
of eastern Europe the site of 
the next sports and fitness 


explosions. 

The leading Russian 
athletes can expect to flourish 
internationally in the com- 
mercial 1990s and top track 
and field athletes, for exam- 
ple, can now keep all their 
appearance and prize money. 

The federations have also 
been able to stay afloat and 
Kozlovsky said few of Rus- 
sia's internationally re- 
nowned coaches had suc- 
cumbed to the jemptation to 
live abroad. 

Vladimir Ivanchenko, 
head of the Russian Boxing 
Federation, has set up Ms 
own company to help get 
money into the sport, though 
when asked to describe the 
organisation's activities fed- 
eration secretary-general 
Yuri Markov snapped: “You 
are to ask no more questions’ 
about that.’’ 

The gymnastics federation 
has also managed to keep its 
famous schools of excellence 
afloat 

“It's all about borrowing 
for today and forgetting ab-. 
out tomorrow,” one observer, 
commented. 

Kozlovsky’s overwhelm- 
ing coricern is to get enough 
money to support a Russian 
team at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. 

“We need $8,000,000,” he 
said. “That’s only a fraction 
of foe $70,000,000 the U.S. 
Olympic committee will 
spend. We are confident we 
will get it." 


ADVERTISEMENT 

International' company has a vacancy for Finance & Admi- 
nistration Manager for its operations in Jordan. 
Candidates should hold a degree in accounting and have 
4-7 year experience in accounts/audit. 

Please send your CV along with a current photo- 
graph to the attention of General Manager to 
P.O.Box 830388 - Amman by August 10, 1994. 

Candidates must be P.C. literate and fluent in 
English. 


A leading Jordanian Firm seeks for 
employment an 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


who must have the following qualifications 

1. Secretarial diploma 

2. Fluent in both Arabic & English 

3. Able to w'rite correspondences in both 
languages 

4. Willing and able to work in a busy 
environment 

5. Has at least 5 years experience 

6. Enjoys working in a friendly atmosphere 

We shall offer an attractive salary to the 
right candidate. 

Applications must be hand-written in 
English & Arabic, and sent with C.\ . to 


Fax No. 745317, or P.O.Box 7392, 
Amman 1111# 


PREVIOUS 

KHALAF 




Purchase The Amount Of Min . 10 JD Including 


Any 


I 


Products And Particpate In The Monthly Lottery 


VALUABLE FRIZES • GIFTS TV & VIDEO SETS 


IMPORTED 
FRESH COLD CUT ’S 
FRENCH CHEESE 


Free Home Delivery 


Instant Credit Card 


WE WELCOME YOU DAILY FROM 8,30 AM - 8,00 PM 


TEL : 625140 / 623427 / 649900 
JABAL ALWEBIDEH - AL HOOWZ CIRCLE 


UNITED NATIONS 

Economic and Soda! Commission 

for Western Asia 



NATIONS UNIES 

Commission economique et soriale 
pour 1'Asie occidentale 


TYPISTS/SECRETARIES 

WANTED 

Applications are invited for positions of a temporary na 
of typistse and secretaries. Candidates must have f 
school or equivalent, at least two years previous exc 
ence in cierical work, ability to use word processor 
necessity; proficiency in both Arabic and Enqlish 
guages and must pass U.N. relevant tests 

Interested candidates should send their curriculum vitae 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
P.O.Box 927115 
Amman 

within one week from the date of this advertisement 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chinese FA bans players for brawling 

BEIJING (AFP) — The Chinese Football Associati on has 
banned two players, including England-import Craig Alla- 
days, for tbe rest of the season following an on-pitch brawl • 
The 19-year-old Alladays and Chinese international Hao 
Haidoog were both suspended from all r emain i ng matches 
ra the fledgling professional “Marlboro League* 1 after they 
bid into each other during a July 31 dash between their 
respective dubs, Guangdong and Chinese Army. Both 
■dubs were fined 2,000 yuan ($230). Hai’s suspension ban 
him from competing for China in the football competition 
at the Asian Games in Hiroshima in October. Toe new 
l eague l acked off on April 17, marking the beginning of 
professional ' football in n iin a and ■ introducing foreign 
players for the first time. Football is Ch ina’s most pop ular 
sport and the league has proved enormously sucttssful with 
most matches being broadcast live on television. 

Springbok team invites Le Roux to homecoming 


WE L LI N GTON (R) — The South African rugby team 
touring New Zealand has invited banned pro Johan Le 
Rome to join their homecoming, tbe New 7^st\an A Press 
Association reported on Friday. Le Roux was ordered 
home by the Springbok management after biting all black 
captain Sean Fitzpatrick’s ear during the second test a 
fortnight ago. He subsequently receded a bah from all 
rugby until March 1996. However, the South African 
players have sent an invitation to the 32-year-old Transvaal 
player asking him to meet them at Johannesburg airport in 
his Springbok tour travelling attire. Tbe invitation, sent by 
all the South African players, was initiated by Brendan 
Venter on behalf of their players* committee. South 
African manager Jannie Englebrecht, who Le 

Roux from the tour in Wellington, said the decision was 
nothing to do with team management. However, they 
believed it was a good gesture from tbe players and they 
were entitled to make the offer on their own initiative. The 
Springboks play their final match against New Zealand in 
Auckland on Saturday. They are 2r0 in the three test series. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH H1RSCH 
2 IV) Twufv vnt S yi eu . me 

AN EXERCISE IN FUTILITY 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 3 

" A J 3 2 • 

; j s 

* Q J 10 P 8 

WEST EAST 

♦ QB765 * J 10 8 2 

<T 10 7 78864 

: Q 9 8 3 .10 6 4 

*A7 *K 6 

SOUTH 

* K4 

T KQ5 

> A K 7 2 

*6432 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 
1 * Pass 2 NT Pass 
3 NT Pans Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Six of ♦ 

Just because the opponent* an 
planning your demise doesn't mean 
you should go willingly to the 
slaughter. There might be a way to 
avoid the calamity. 

Looking at the North -South 
hands, it is easy to see that five dubs 
is an unbeatable contract— the de- 
fenders can gat no more than two 
trump tricks. However, min or- suit 
games are notoriously difficult to 


reach. Since South baa denied a 
four-card major. North has no tea- 
son to ptesams there is any better 
contract than three no bump." 

Declarer won tbe opening spade 
lead in hand and bthheiy set about 
establishing dub tricks. East's kfog 
won the second-trick and a spade 
return forced out the ace. When 
West gained the lead with the ace of 
chibs, the defenders were able to 
caah three more tricks for a one- 
trick set. 

It should have been obvious to 
declarer that the defenders would 
have at least three spade tricks to 
cash before the club* coold get roH- 
' ing, so playing on that suit was tan- 
tamount to abetting one's own 
execution. With eight sure 
available outside of data. then was 
a 50 percent chance of setting 14 * a 
ninth trick while surrendering the 
leadjuatonce. 

The simplest wa^ to po about the 
hand is to win the first trick with the 
king of spades and immediately lead 
a low di amo n d. IT West holds the 
queen, the jack of diamonds will 
become the fulfilling trick whether 
or not West rises with her majesty 
end before the defenders can run 
their spade tricks. 


TO?; 

SAl \ 


SAAB 9000, 1992, 17.5 KMS, ONE 
OWNER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
FIVE DOORS, AUTOMATIC, A/C, 
ABS, ALL - POWER, PRICE JD28.000 
PLEASE CALL 663782 AFTER 5PM 


48 HOURS LIQUIDATION SALE 

Equipment, equipment spare parts, tools. & construction 
materials for sale to the highest bid in 48 hours starting 
Saturday, Aug. 6, in the morning ending Sunday, Aug. 7, 
in the evening. Selling wholesale & retail according to bid 
offers to be made at sight at industrial area, Amman Zarqa 
road, next to the Cables Co. 

Offers are to include 1 0% refundable deposit In one week 
if offer was not honoured. 

Telephone* 665410, 09967930 


Yatesaims for 
golden farewell 

LONDON (AFP) — British 
veteran Sean Yates looks set 
to ride oat in a blaze of glory 
in next week’s Tour of Bri- 
tain. 

Tbe 34-year-old is widely 
tipped to help Motorola to a 
third consecutive victory in 
what is expected to be his last 
appearance m the 500-mile 
race, which starts in Glasgow 
on Monday. 

Tbe Sussex rider this year 
became only the third Briton 
to wear the coveted stage 
leader's yellow jersey in the 
Tour de France. 

Tbe Motorola squad also 
includes Australian Phil 
Anderson — winner in 1991 
and 1993 — experienced 
Mexican Raul ■ Alcala, and 
British road race champion 
Brian Smith. 

Yates will lead a roll-call of 
Tour de France riders who 
attracted more than a million 
spectators to the English 
stages of the 1994 tour. 

The goodwill generated by 
the two English stages and 
the imminent seventh round 
of tbe World Cup — in Leeds 
on Aug. 14 — has given the 
Tour of Britain a major 
boost. 

Race organiser Alan Rush- 
ton said Friday: “Tbe two 
days the Tour spent in Britain 
has had a tremendous effect 
both in terms of the field, 
which is the best ever, and in 
interest from the general 
public. 

“There has been a lot of 
feedback from riders and 
team, manager's who were 
staggered at the atmosphere 
they encountered. The teams 
see the huge potential in- 
terest there is in the UK for 
profesaonal cycling." 

Denmark’s Bo Hamburger 
and Jan Svorada of Slovakia, 
stage winners in France this 
year, will be among the 108- 
strong peloton, as will Olaf 
Ludwig, Johan Museeuw and 
Viatcheslav Ekimov, all of 
whom are rated in the world’s 
top 20. 

Svorada took the points 
size in last year's race and will 
be a strong contender for 
overall success this time judg- 
ing by his performance in the 
Tour de France and his three 
stage wins in the recent Gird 
dTtalia. 


RAC holds 
autotest contest 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An autotest competition was held on 
Friday, Aug. 5 at the Royal Automobile Club’s Driver 
T raining Centre Track. The event was the first of its kind in 
almost a year. Participation was limited to competitors who 
had taken pan in similar events prior to 198S. Several drivers 
who used to race in the past also took pan. There were more 
than twenty cars entered. 

The competition commenced at 10.00 a.m. and each driver 
- had three attempts at the specially-designed course, driving 
individually against the clock. 

The results were calculated for two categories: one for the 
best individual times and tbe second category for the cumula- 
tive times for the two best runs. 

At the prize-giving ceremony at the conclusion of the event, 
trophies were awarded to the wining drivers. The final results 
were as follows: 

Best cumulative times: 

1st. Sinan Saudi Daihatsu Charade GTti 

5m.45.57s. 

2nd. Hasan Tabbaa Renault Clio Williams 

5m .50.23s. 

3rd. Yanal Qomoq Renault 5GT Turbo 

5m. 57.73s. 

British get Christie boost 


HELSINKI (AFP) — - World 
and Olympic champion Lin- 
ford Christie is raring to go at 
the' European athletics cham- 
pionships — despite not rac- 
ing for almost a month. 

British athletics chief coach 
Malcolm Arnold revealed on 
the eve of the games here on 
Friday that Christie, who 
damaged his hamstring in 
mid July at Crystal Palace 
during -his second defeat of 
the season, had wanted to 
make his combeback at 
Monte 'Carlo earlier this 
week. 

But he said: "He was more 
or less not allowed to run. 
But he did a session of 10, 30 
and 60-metre starts and his 
times were just hundredths of 
a second under those be ran 
last year — so that augurs 
well.” 

Every athlete kept out of 
competition wants a couple 
of soft races of help their 
confidence but at least it 
won't be like the World 
Championships here, when 
he ran into good Americans 
in his first heat. 

Arnold refused to predict 
whether the team could 
match its record-breaking 
medal haul of 18 in Split four 
years ago, arguing: “I’ll let 
our athletes* legs and arms do 
the talking: All I’ll say now is 1 
that we face a tough project. 


FURNISHED FLOOR IN A VILLA 




; } q v! 


I *7. 


Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, garden, 
table tennis, court, with telephone and fax machine, with 
deluxe furniture. 

Annual rent is JD 4,700. 

Call the owner, telefax 837062 


CAR FOR SALE 

VW Jetta American specification, 1990, 
white, full options, duty unpaid. 

Tel. 606202, 605175-6 


FOR SALE 

Land Rover Discovery, model. 1991, customs duty 
not paid, with ail accessories. 

Sale for highest price. 

Tel. 843319 


Our success last time 
doesn't make things any 
easier for us. 

Arnold, who doubles up as 
world champion hurdler Col- 
in Jackson's coach, said: “We 
have got some gret world 
established stars but the ones 
I am looking for are the 
juniors and under 23s to ful- 
fill themselves and reach the 
finals of their events. That 
has been our weakness to a 
degree — the youngiers are 
going to be the body of our 
team in the future.*’ 

Arnold picked out a series 
of young stars of the future, 
including sprinter Kalhrioe 
Merry, Gary Lough in the 
1,500m and 400mm runner 
Du'aine Lade jo. 

He concluded: “I’m not 
necessarilly expecting medals 
from them — although I 
wouldn’t complain if Ladejo 
got one.'* 


Germany 

wins 

team 

show 

jumping 


THE HAGUE, NETHER- 
LANDS (AP) — Germany 
won the team show jump- 
ing event Thursday at the 
World Equesrriari-games 
ahead of France and 
Switzerland. 

German riders Franke 
Sloothaak and Soren van 
Ronne ended the day first 
and second respectively in 
the individual standings, 
and countryman Ludger 
Beerbaum took fourth to 
assure Germany of the 
team gold. 

Sloothaak rode flawless 
rounds twice in the day. 
Germany had led going 
into the second and 'deci- 
sive round with a cushion 
of nearly eight points over 
France, the overnight 
leader. 

After the morning's first 
round, Germany leap rag- 
ged the French to go to the 
top of the table while the 
British dropped off the 
pace from fourth to eighth. 
Britain finished the day in 
sixth. 

The French team could 
not hold on to the lead it 
took Wednesday, slipping 
to take silver overall after 
the team managed just one 
clear round in the day. 
Switzerland retained its 
overnight position to take 
the bronze medal. The 
U.S. team of Patty Stove!. 
Susan Hutchison, Leslie 
Lenehan and Tim Grubb 
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The Name You Trust 


Swaifiyah - Tel. 863091 Fax: 863092 


EXCELLENT 

CAREER 

OPPORTUNITIES ' 

’ SALES REPRESENTATIVES 

We offer a generous remuneration 
package including an excellent basic 
salary, commissions, full medical 
insurance and other fringe benefits and 
bonuses based on performance. 

If you hold a university degree and you 
are young, ambitious, Male or Female, 
and have your own car, please send us 
your detailed curriculum vitae, a recent 
photograph and your phone number for 
further consideration, our mailing address 
is: 

P.O.Box (961020) Amman - Jordan 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 




Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 
in 


Shows:I230, 3:30, 6:15, fc30, 10:30 


Sharihan-Mahmoud Hamideh — 

Hussein Fahmi in , 

Women's market 

Arable 

ok 1230, 3:15. 5, 6:30, 8-J0, 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 699238 Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “I’ 

“ PRINCE OF TIDES 

1 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

urfcet Beauty And The Beast 

Show: 3:30 only 

*30 .0=30 ^ ROBINHOOD 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 
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John Saxon/Sherrie Rose — in 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 

Starting Aug. 15 the political play 

“SAHRA KANAUN1EH” 


Tel.: 675575 

Nabll AI Mashini Theatre 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Husseini, Jerusalem's Israeli mayor to meet 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Palestinian leader 
Faisal ai Husseini said on Friday Jerusalem's right-wing 
Mayor, Ehud Olmert, had agreed to meet him. 
“Olmert accepted my proposal to meet as two citizens of 
Jerusalem, to get acquainted and to discuss the city's affairs 
and problems,” Mr. Husseini said. The meeting date is not 
yet set. Israel's army radio quoted Mr. Olmert saying he 
invited Mr. Husseini to a get-acquainted meeting. It said he 
would speak to Mr. Husseini as a Jerusalem resident and 
not as a representative of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO). Mr. Olmert's spokesman was not available 
to comment. Mr. Husseini, the senior PLO representative 


in Jerusalem, told Reuters the meeting would take place at 
his home in Arab East Jerusalem, at Mr. Olmert's home in 


West Jerusalem, or at a thrid party’s house. He stressed, 
for now. there would be no meeting at Mr. Olmert’s office 
or at his headquarters at Orient House in East Jerusalem. 


Hands cut off for 5 Sudanese in Mecca 


RIYADH (AP) — The right hands of five Sudanese men 
cut off at the wrist Friday after Islamic courts convicted 
them of repeated burglaries. The Islamic sentence was 
curried out in the environs of the Holy City of Mecca, in the 
province of Jeddah, the Interior Ministry said in a 
statement. Saudi Arabia is ruled under Islamic law in which 
convicted murderers are beheaded. Unrepentant thieves 
have their hands cut off, and adulterers are stoned. The 
kingdom rejects criticism of its penal code by international 
humanitarian groups such as Amnesty International, saying 
this constitutes an affront to the Islamic faith. Amnesty has 
listed S7 beheadings in Saudi Arabia in 1993, and is 
campaigning to get the death penalty abolished in 32 
countries including the kingdom. About a dozen people 
have been beheaded in Saudi Arabia during the first seven 
months of this year. 


Arab accused of killing Jew to clear name 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — An Arab who collabo- 
rated with Israeli security forces was accused in a Tel Aviv 
court on Friday of murdering an Israeli to dear his name 
with Palestinian guerrillas, the domestic Itim news agency 
said. It said Saadi Al Grabli, 48, who lived in Tel Aviv, was 
accused of befriending and killing David Mishali, a 
2$-year-cld neighbour, to try to win acceptance into a Gaza 
guerrilla group. Itim quoted the inddent as saying the two 
men would exchange visits, play cards and dnnk together 
before the Palestinian stabbed Mishali to death hi his sleep 
with a knife in late June. 


Police arrest suspect linked to 13 slayings 


ASSIUT (AP) — Police on Friday arrested a Muslim 
militant suspect wbo has been on the most-wanted list for 
more than two years for an attack in southern Egypt in 
' hkrh 13 Coptic Christians were killed. Farag Abdul Nabi 
“arag, 25, was seized as radicals battled police in a village 
•loout 50 kilometres north of Assiut, according to police 
rources. The sources said a pistol and a map showing 
important buildings in the area and homes of police officers 
was seized with Farag. He is accused of being among about 
■‘.5 extremists who attacked Christian farmers with rifles 
and pistols in May 1992 at the village of Mansheit Nasser, 
not far from where Farag was captured, The attack grew 
out of a two-month dispute that began with a Christian’s 
purchase of a bouse belonging to a Muslim and included 
:he killing of a local Muslim radical leader. Fifteen of the 
attackers were seized immediately after the attack and 
others have been caught since. 


Cyprus fines Filipino skipper 


LARNACA ( AP) — A Filipino ship captain was fined $750 
Cyprus pounds ($1,500) Friday for docking at the port of 
Amagusta in Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus. Captain 
Mendonca Caires, 44, master of the freighter Ofirtal, 
apologised to the court in this port in die Greek sector of 
the war-divided island, claiming he was not aware that 
Famagusta was listed as an illegal port by authorities here. 
Famagusta, once a Greek Cypnot-dominated city, was 
captured by Turkish troops when they invaded in 1974 and 
seized the 'northern one-third of the island. Courts in the 
Greek sector routinely fine ship captains who use Famagus- 
ta. Authorities discovered Caires had visited that port last 
May when custom officers checked his ship's log after the 
Ofirtal docked at Lamaca to unload cargo. 


Cairo cleaners spruce up for conference 


CAIRO (R) — Thousands of street cleaners will be issued 
new uniforms as Cairo prepares to host the international 
conference on population and development, Al Akhar 
newspaper reported on Friday. Cairo Governor Omar 
Abdul Akher will distribute 6,000 new uniforms to street 
cleaners over the next two weeks as part of a plan to 
beautiful Cairo, one of the most densely populated cities in 
she world. Two thousand flower pots will be placed in 
squares and streets and more traffic controllers will be 
deployed. Mr. Abdul Akher has also ordered buildings to 
be repainted white and bridge railings green, the newspap- 
er added. The United Nations-sponsored conference, 
which will be attended by at least 20,000 delegates, 
including prime ministers. 


Senegal renews ties with Israel 


DAKAR (R) — Senegal said on Thursday it was renewing 
relations with Israel, severed at the time of the 1973 Middle 
East war. “The governments of the Republic of Senegal 
and the State of Israel, desiring to strengthen the relations 
of friendship and cooperation between the two countries ... 
have decided to re-establish their diplomatic relations as 
from Aug. 4, 1994. an official statement published in 
Senegal's capital said. A diplomat said Israel placed great 
importance on its return to Senegal which it saw as a 
window on Muslim Africa. 


Friday 


prayers 


HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
attended Friday prayer at 
Hafithah Mosque in Jabal 
Al Hadid in the southeast- 
ern outskirts of Amman. 
The Crown Prince and wor- 
shippers listened to a ser- 
mon delivered by Sheikh 
Mohammad Ghaleb Al 
Tayyeb, wbo focused on 
tslam as the religion of 
peace and mercy. 

Sheikh Tayyeb said the 
Holy Koran warns of divi- 
sions and stressed the im- 
portance of unity, which 
reflects power, might, 
dignity and pride. 

He reiterated the Hashe- 
mrtes’ role in protecting 
holy places, saying that 
they have safeguarded the 
holy places in Jerusalem 
and have prevented the 
jurisdiction of the sites. 

“Nobody can deny what 


EGs Royal Highness Crown 
Friday (Petra photo) 
the Hashemites have done 
in Jerusalem and the holy 
places there,” he said. 

Attending the prayers 


with worshippers at Hafithah Mosque 


were Prince Hassan’s spe- 
cial advisor, minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
Abdul Salam Abbadi, 


several deputies and _go>t 
emment officials and a 
large number of worship- 
pers. 


U.N. seeks aid and warily 
urges Rwandans to go home 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
United Nations appealed on 
Friday for antibiotics to save 
the fives of Rwandan re- 
fugees, and cautiously en- 
couraged them to return 
home. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) also said its 20 
delegates were closely moni- 
toring the situation in Rwan- 
da amid rumours of score- 
settling killings of returning 
Hutus. 

Spokeswoman Sylvana Foa 
said that with more than two 
million litres of clean water 
arriving daily in camps near 
Goma, Zaire, it had revised 
its list of urgently-needed 
goods from donors. 

Jet fuel is in short supply 
for relief planes and 60 man- 
ned trucks are also being 
sought to help transport 
Rwandan refugees. 

“Now our top and urgent 
priority that we ask for are 
essential drags and medical 
supplies, particularly antibio- 
tics against dysentery,” she 
told a news briefing in Gene- 
va. 

The UNHCR and the 
World Health Organisation 


(WHO) fear 300,000 of the 
nearly one million refugees 
around Goma could contract 
dysentery, a bloody di- 
arrhoea which can be fatal. 

They have warned between 
30,000 and 45,000 could die 
of it. 

Ms. Foa said UNHCR’s 
medical coordinator had re- 
ported on Friday the death 
rate in the Goma camps had 
.fallen to about 500 a day. 

"We are still very scared 
about dysentery, although 
the amount*of water that is 
coming in now is helpful," 
she added. 

The mortality rate was 
down from about 2,000 a day 
at the height of the cholera 
epidemic, but at 500 was 
more than doable the 210 
deaths which could be ex- 
pected daily among such a 
group, according to the 
UNHCR spokeswoman. 

The new figure was still 
“totally unacceptable,” FOA 
said. 

In Kigali, a senior Rwan- 
dan official has accused 
French soldiers who have set 
up a humanitarian safety 
zone in the southwest of 
Rwanda to protect civilians 


from ethnic carnage of dis- 
couraging refugees from 
going home. 

“We axe under the im- 
pression that the French are 
not making any efforts to 
convince the people to go 
home, indeed they are dis- 
couraging them,” said Jac- 
ques Bihozagara, the minis- 
ter in the new Rwandan Pat- 
riotic Front (RFF) govern- 
ment. 

The deputy commander of 
the U.N. Assistance Mission 
in Rwanda (UN AMIR II), 
General Henry Anyidoho, 
said the U.N. hoped it could 
take over from the French in 
the safety zone by Aug. 22 
when the French are sche- 
duled to have completed 
their withdrawal. 

Meanwhile Radio 
Gatashya, set up by Repor- 
ters Sans Frontieres (repor- 
ters Without Borders) began 
broadcasting information 
supplied by non-government 
organisations telling the re- 
fugees where to get drinking 
water, food and medicine, 
giving hygiene and medical 
advice and transmitting per- 
sonal appeals from refugees 
looking for their families. 


‘Rushdie not 
condemned 
in Sudan’ 


PARIS (AFP) — Sudanese 
Islamic leader Hassan Al 
Tourabi said British author 
Salman Rushdie, sentenced 
to death in Iran, “had not 
been convicted for renounc- 
ing his religion” in Sudan and 
that “Islamic law did not 
apply to people living 
abroad.” 

In an article Friday by the 
French daily newspaper Li- 
beration , Dr. Tourabi, gener- 
ally considered as the spir- 
itual guide of the Sudanese 
military junta, said Islamic 
law was not “immutable” but 
“open to interpretation in 
different islamic communi- 
ties.'’ 

“As far as Salman Rushdie 
is concerned, he cannot be 
sentenced for renouncing his 
religion in Sudan." 
Dr. Tourabi said, contradict- 
ing Iran’s sentencing of the 
writer. 

“Even if Islam is universal 
in its implications, the juris- 
diction of the Islamic state 
does not extend beyond its 
borders. People abroad are 
not subject to Islamic law but 
to obligations according to 
international law,” Dr. 
Tourabi added. 


Yedioth reports secret 
Iraqi-lsraeli contacts 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Iraq has 
made peace overtures to 
Israel, most recently at a 
secret meeting last month in 
Europe attended by senior 
figures from both countries, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

use Ejrael as a conduit to 
Washington, offering to drop 
any territorial claims against 
Kuwait in exchange for an 
end to a four-year embargo 
imposed on the eve of the 
Gulf war, the Yedioth Ahro- 
noth daily said. 

Quoting an unidentified 
political source, the newspap- 
er said that the meeting be- 
tween a top Iraqi defence 
official and an unidentified 
Israeli was held just before 
Israel and Jordan opened his- 
toric peace talks along their 
border July 18. 

It said that Iraq proposed a 
package involving an end to 
the U.N. sanctions imposed 
after its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, joining Middle 
East peace moves, welcom- 
ing Israeli talks with Jordan, 
selling oil to the Jewish state 
and opening mutual diploma- 
tic interest offices. 

A senior official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
said that Israel would be 


open to contacts with the 
Iraqis as long as the United 
States approved. 

Israel has reportedly held 
secret contacts with Iraq in 
the past, before the 1991 Gulf 
war, mostly in the mid-1980s 
when the Jewish state consi- 
dered helping Baghdad in its 
war against Iran. 

Now again the threat of 
Iran obtaining a nuclear 
arsenal and recent bombings 
of Jewish targets in Argenti- 
na, Panama and London, 
that Israel has linked to 
Tehran, appear to be spur- 
ring renewed Israeli contacts 
with Iran's worst foe, Iraq. 

The contacts reported Fri- 
day began with feelers from 
Baghdad about four months 
ago which Israel apparently 
turned down, the newspaper 
said. In addition, an Arabic 
language weekly Al Sinara 
reported a week ago that 
Iraq's U.N. ambassador 
offered his Israeli counter- 
part Gad Yaacobi to open 
peace talks. 

But Israel also has prob- 
lems talking to Iraq. During 
the Gulf war. Iraq fired 39 
Scud missiles at Israel, heavi- 
ly damaging homes in the Tel 
Aviv area, kilting two people 
and injuring hundreds. 


Nihal Abequa’s family 


names Jordanian lawyers 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The family of 
the wife of Mohammad Abe- 
qua, who is accused of killing 
his wife and kidnapping his 
two children, has appointed 
two Jordanian lawyers to rep- 
resent them to press their 
case to regain the custody of 
the children, an American 
attorney said Friday. 

Nancy Fein berg also said 
that there was a possibility of 
solving the case without re- 
sorting to court. 

“We are exploring various 
options without having to go 
to court. An administrative 
solution is possible, and I 
hope it would be possible,” 
Ms. Feinberg told the Jordan 
Times. 

The case stems from the 
July 4 murder of Nihal Abe- 
qua, 40, whose body was 
found two days later in her 
New Jersey apartment. Mr. 
Abequa, who was arrested on 
July 20 and remains in Jorda- 
nian police custody, told in- 
terrogators that he killed his 
wife and fled to Jordan. He 
was formally charged with 
murder on July 24 and with 
kidnapping on July 27. 


Nesime Dokur, the vic- 
tim’s sister, arrived in Jordan 
on August 1 after being in- 
vited by His Majesty King 
Hussein. She was accompa- 
nied by her daughter, Ms. 
Feinberg and another Amer- 
ican lawyer, and a New 
Jersey senator’s secretary. 

Ms. Feinberg said the 
Jordanian lawyers who will 
represent them in the case 
are Yakoob Far and Abdul- 
lah Al Khalil. Jordanian law 
prohibits foreign lawyers 
from appearing at tribunals in 
the Kingdom. 

Ms. Feinberg said that a 
consul from the U.S. embas- 
sy visited the two children 
twice and he assured the 
Dokur family that the chil- 
dren were in good condition. 

Wesley Egan, the United 
States ambassador in Am- 
man, said Thursday that be 
would press his efforts to 
extradite Mr. Abequa to the 
U.S. although an extradition 
treaty does not exist between 
the two countries. 

“My job is to keep asking 
the Jordanian authorities for 
his extradition,” Mr. Egan 
told a press conference. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Paris to 
expel 6 
militant 


suspects 


PARIS (Agencies) — Six of 
16 suspected militants de- 
tained m northeast France on 
Friday have been served with 
deportation orders, the in- 
terior ministry said here. 

The emergency govern- 
ment orders were served on 
members of the group round- 
ed up by French authorities 
and held in disused barracks 
at Folembray out of “the 
imperative need to ensure 
state security and public safe- 
ty,” the ministry said in a 
statement. 

The statement confirmed 
orders served earlier Friday 
against two members of the 
group. 

The ministry confirmed 1 
that nixie suspects were de- 
tained at the barracks Friday. 
Officials said earlier that 11 
had been held. But two of 
that number were in fact still 
being sought. 


The nine joined seven 
other suspects detained in 
Folembray Thursday. 

The two men earlier served 
with deportation orders, 
whose identities were not re- 
vealed but who were cap- 
tured in central France, were 
“active members of move- 
ments which encourage the 
use of violence and terror- 
ism,” Lyon authorities said. 

One of those deportation 
orders was given “absolute 
priority” and the other would 
run its normal course, the 
authorities said, adding that 
the two men were told they 
could appeal against the 
directive. 

Five Frenchmen — three 
gendarmes and two consular 
officials — were assassinated 
Wednesday in Algiers in a 
foiled .car- bomb attack 
claimed by an extremist fric- 
tion, the Armed Islamic 
Group (G1A). 

A London spokesman for 
the Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayat said on Friday that the 
group had faxed the news- 
paper a statement saying it 
had carried the attack. He 
gave no further details. 

The hardline group, which 
advocates a total war to over- 
throw the Algerian author- 
ities. last year gave foreigners 
a month to get out of the 
country or face death. 

“The group claimed re- 
sponsibility for the killings in 
Algeria and said one of its 
units planted a car-bomb in- 
side a building in the embassy 
housing complex but it did 
not explode,” the newspaper 
said in its latest edition. 

“This was all carried out by 
the explosives and sabotage 
unit of the Algerian Armed 
Islamic Group. It said it was 
an attack launched against 
Jews and Christians in the 
housing estate,” the paper’s 
article said. 

Exiled FIS leaders have 
pointedly avoided conde- 
mning the Algiers attack and 
instead blamed Paris for its 
support of the Algerian gov- 
ernment. 

The French government 
has launched a diplomatic 
offensive asking countries to 
ensure that FIS leaders be 
silenced, the foreign affairs 
ministry said. 

“We have already drawn 
the attention of our partners 
to the seriousness of the 
situation in Algiers and on 
die declarations made from 
their territories by certain 
FIS leaders," said Catherine 
Colonna, deputy spokes- 
woman at the foreign affairs 
ministry. 

Ms. Colonna did no' say 
which other countries France 
had approached. 


PNC members mount campaign against meeting in Gaza Strip 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


lN — Hardline 
lian groups have 
I a strong campaign 
Palestine Liberation 
ition (PLO) Chair- 
ser Arafat's effort to 
a session of the 
: National Council 
to endorse amend- 
the PLO Charter in 
i Israeli demands. 
Irafat undertook lo 
nt the amendments 
ences in the PLO 
that call for the des- 
of Israel during a 
with Israeli Prime 
Yitzhak Rabin and 
Minister Shimon 
Paris in June, 
then, Mr. Arafat, 
set up headquarters 
nomous Gaza, has 
ing to convene a s*s- 
the parliament-like 
b only body which is 
m powered to amend 


the charter. 

The PLO chairman called 
on Mr. Rabin to allow all 
members of the 484-strong 
PNC to enter the auton- 
omous Gaza Strip to attend 
the proposed session, a date 
for which has not been pub- 
licly declared, and the Israeli 
premier agreed but with one 
condition: While all PNC 
members could enter the 
autonomous territory, not all 
would be allowed to stay on 
there. 


omy to the rest of the West 
Bank contingent on the 
calied-for amendment. 

The campaign to prevent 
tiie convening of a PNC ses- 
sion in Gaza is led by mem- 
bers of the 10-group Palesti- 
nian coalition based in 
Damascus as well as indepen- 
dents. Six groups in the coali- 
tion are represented in the 
PNC, but the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement. Hamas, one 
of the strong forces behind 
the alliance, is not. 


Observers noted that it was 
in the interest of Mr. Rabin 
and his Labour-led govern- 
ment to have the PNC amend 
the PLO Charter if only to 
counter internal right-wing 
opposition which uses the 
document’s reference to the 
destruction of Israel as a 
weapon to argue against the 
autonomy accord. 


Leading the push are activ- 
ists of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), the second 
and- third laigest groups in the 
PLO after Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh. 


Some reports have sug- 
gested that Mr. Rabin might 
even make expanding auton- 


Local press reports quoting 
activists from the rejectionist 
front as saying that many 
independent members of the 
PNC living in Jordan and 


other Arab countries as well 
as Europe and the United 
States opposed Mr. Arafat's 
move to convene the assem- 
bly in Gaza. No specific num- 
bers were immediately avail- 
able. 

However, not all opposi- 
tion is against the PLO chair- 
man's quest to amend the 
.organisation's charter: some 
of the opponents believe that 
it is premature to convene the 
Palestinians' policymaking 
body in the Gaza Strip before 
Israel allows self-rule to ex- 
pand to all parts of the occu- 
pied territories. 

“No matter how one puts 
it. the fact remains that Gaza 
or Jericho is not indepen- 
dent,” said one of the activ- 
ists. “The Israeli army is vety 
much in control and there is 
no justification for Mr. Ara- 
fat to argue that the territor- 
ies resemble an independent 
entity." 

As such. the activist 
argued, “such a high Palesti- 


nian body as the PNC con- 
vening in Gaza while the 
Israeli shadow hovers over 
the territories will be adding 
insult to injury for Palesti- 
nians everywhere.” 

One of the fears of the 
critics is that Mr. Arafat 
might resort to unilaterally 
appointing up to 180 mem- 
bers of the council from the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza so that they could 
attend the meeting to provide 
quorum and give it legitima- 
cy- 

However, under the stand- 
ing statutes of the council, 
two-thirds of the members of 
the council, not including 
those from the occupied terri- 
tories, should attend to make 
up quorum and only at such a 
session could the 180 seats 
allocated for the occupied 
territories be filled. 

Some reports have said 
that Farouk Kaddoumi, head 
of the Political Department 
of the PLO, or the de facto 


Palestinian foreign minister, 
is among those opposing a 
meeting of the PNC in Gaea. 

Also mentioned are PNC 
-Speaker Abdul Hamid 
Say eh, who has announced 
his resignation which has to 
be accepted by the council 
before it becomes valid, for- 
mer PNC Speaker Khaled 
Fahoum, wbo lives in Damas- 
cus, former PLO chairman 
Yahya Hammoudeh (who 
succeeded Ahmad Shukairi 
and preceded Mr. Arafat), 
and most of the 40 or so PNC 
members living in Jordan and 
others in Syria and Lebanon. 

The PNC last met in 
November 1989 when it en- 
dorsed the Palestinian dec- 
laration of independence. 

When it came to deciding 
on the Palestinian participa- 
tion in the Madrid peace con- 
ference in October 1991. Mr. 
Arafat opted to convene the 
107-member Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PCC), an in- 
termediate body between the 


PNC and the PLO Executive 
Committee, to discuss the 
issue and endorse a team of 
delegates from the occupied 
territories to attend the land- 
mark meeting in the Spanish 
capital. 

“A lot of water has flown 
finder the Palestinian bridge 
since then,” commented an 
independent member of the 

£ N< iL‘2 i . ei ? her ^ PNC nor 
“ 1C PCC is in the shape that it 
was before the peace confer- 
ence or before the signing of 
the autonomy agreement* in 
Washington on Sept. 13, 

“No one could clearly 
assert the role of the PNC or 
he PCC after the PNA 
(Palestine National Author- 
ity) was created, to run 

? u *? n ?, m y ,n Gaza and 
Jencho. ’ added the indepen- 
dent. Are these councils 
“^"«f hatthe leadership 
could call upon to meet 

whenever it felt right to <£ 



Pakistan reviews 
‘mango 
diplomacy’ 
with India 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan said it was reviewing its 
so-called “mango diplomacy" 
with arch-foe India after a 
controversy over crates of 
mangoes sent to Indian lead- 
ers on behalf of Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bbutto. Some 
opposition politicians criti- 
cised Ms. Bhutto after press 
reports said she sent gift 
crates of quality chaunsa 
mangoes to Indian Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and 40 other Indian 
politicians despite tense rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries over the disputed Kash- 
mir region. A Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman told reporters 
an inquiry had been insti- 
tuted into what he called a 
“slip-up” but he said the mat- 
ter aid not affect Pakistan's 
policy towards India. Some 
local newspapers said Ms. 
Bhutto ordered an inquiry 
into why the mangoes were 
sent in her name without her 
permission. “This sort of 
mango diplomacy started as 
far back as cricket diploma- 
cy,” the spokesman said, re- 
ferring to a 1987 visit to India 
by then Pakistani .President 
Mohammad Zia-U!-Haq to 
see a cricket match ana to 
defuse tension between the 
two countries. “It is a long- 
time practice which requires 
to be reviewed,” he said. 
“We are looking into it." 


Bhutto names 
first women high 
court judges 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto has 
named three women as the 
first high court judges in 
Pakistan. The women, all 
lawyers, were among 20 addi- 
tional judges for the Lahore 
High Court in the country's 
most populous province Pun-- 
jab whose formal appoint- 
ment by President Farooq 
Leghari was announced in a 
government statement Thurs- 
day night. Most of the 17 
other new judges were also 
lawyers, including some 
prominent members of Ms. 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People's 
Party, while some were 
promoted from the lower 
judiciary. More women 
judges in the superior judici- 
ary are likely to be appointed 
later in other provinces as 
part of Ms. Bhutto's plans to 
increase women's representa- 
tion. government sources 
said. 


Australia considers 
national prayer 
for rain 


BRISBANE, Australia 
(AFP) — Tim Fischer, leader 
of Australia's country-based 
conservative National Party, 
called Friday for a national 
day of prayer for rain. Mr. 
Fischer, whose party forms 
the conservative opposition 
coalition with the bigger 
Liberal Party, said he would 
also encourage Labour Prime 
Minister Paul Keating to join 
in the plea to break Austra- 
lia's drought. “It is an idea 
relative to the severity of the 
drought,” he told reporters in 
Brisbane. "I would hope the 
prime minister would consid- 
er the proposition. I support 
it on a bipartisan basis." 
Weather forecasters said this 
week that drought — which 
has lasted four years in some 
areas of Queensland and 
New South Wales — could 
spread west, with continued 
below-normal rainfall ex- 
pected for the next three 
months. “The devastation of 
the drought is now at a 
national crisis level.” Mr. Fis- 
cher said. 


China says Mount 
Everest shorter 
than in 1975 


BEIJING (R) — The roof of 
the world is 1.86 metres (6 ft) 
lower than it was 17 years ago 
~ and that is official. Toe 
Xinhua News Agency Friday 
quoted the State Bureau of 
Surveying and Mapping's 
latest measurement in 1992 of 
the height of Mount Qomo- 
langma (Everest) at 8,846.27 
metres (29,023.20 ft), down 
from the previous measure- 
ment of 8,848.13 metres 
(29.029.30 ft) in 1975. The 
latest measurement of. the 
peak’s height was arrived at. 
using some of the workTs 
most sophisticated scientific 
equipment, including a global 
satellite positioning ’ 'system 
and laser measurement tech- 
nology, it said. ; .- . \ Tvi 
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